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PRELIMINARY DISSERTATION. 



JL N the extetifive plan which is carried on «ndev , 
the direitton of the great Governor of the Uni- 
verfc^ -an attentive obfrrver Will frequently per- 
ceive the fRoft unexpefled ends, accompliuicd 
by means theinoft improbable, arNj events branch 
out into cfie^s which were neither fbrefeen, nor 
imended by the agents ^brcb produced them. 
A flight view of the confequences which have, 
hitherto refolted from oar inteicourfc with the 
Eaft* Indies, will fufficicRCly evince the truth of 
this afieitioo. 

The thirft of conqoetf and the defirc of gain, 
which firft drew the attention of the moft pow- 
erful, and enlightened nations of Europe to- 
ymttd the fmitful regions of Hindj!>oftkny have 
been the means of opening foiirces of know* 
ledge and information to the learned, and the 
curious, and have added to the ftock of the li- 
tenoy world, treafures, which if not fo fubftan- 
tiat, are of a nature mare permanent than thofe 
which have enriched the commercial. 

The many elegant tranflations from the diffe- 
rent Oriental la%uages with which the world 
has been favoured within thefe laft few years, 
have sot failed to attrad merited. attention ; 9nd 
the carioiity awakened by thefe produflions, 
<^cerning the people ^ith whom they origi-* 
nated, has been gratified by the labours of men, 
who h§ve,enjoy^ the $rft rank in literary fame. 
Vol. I. a . 
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Still, towevcr, the writers in every branch 
of Oriental literature, have to contend witb 
difadvamages* too numerous and too powerful 
tu he eaWy overcome. The names of the He-». 
roes of Greece and Rome, are rendeied familiar' 
at a period of life, when the mind receives 
every impreffion with facility, and tenacioufl/ 
tetains the impreffions it receives* With the name 
of every Hero, the idea of his charader is affc- 
ciated, and the whc^ becomes afterward fo con- 
Qcfiedinthe mijadv ir^ththe bliisfal period of life 
at which it was fii ft, received, that the recoiled- 
cdfcenesof juveailefeliciry may frequently, even 
in the moi) aixompliihcd ftinds, be found to give 
a zefl to tlie charms of the ancient auihors. To 
thofe, who have not had the advantages of an 
early claiiical edi|t|||ion, the fame objeAions 
which render the oteiflations from the Oriental 
writers tirefome, and uninterefling, will operate 
with equal force on. the moft beautiful paflages 
of Homer, or Virgil, and the names of Glau* 
cus and Sarpedon, of Anchifes and Eneas, be 
found as hard to remember, and as difficult to- 
pronounce, as thofe pf KriO)na and Arjoun/ 

Of thefe advantages, refultmg froja early- 
prepoffcllions, the Perfian and Hindoo writers 
^e entirely deftitute, and the difficulty of fe- 
coaciling ^he founds of the names of their He^^ . 
roes to an European ear is fo great, that it is 
not till after a greater degree of attention than 
the generality of readers will beilow, that any 
appropriate idea of them can be fi:ced in the 
mind. This appears to beat ieaft one caufo 
of that ignorance, and apathetic indifference 
with regard to die affairs of the Eaft, which is 
frequently to be remaiked in mind?, that are in 
evciy other refpect highly cultivaied, and ac- . 
cuiaicly infoimcd. Vox the fake of readers of 
this deicriftion, particuliaTly thofe of Jim ov\n 
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fcx, who may have been deterred by reafons 
Bbove hiatcd at, from feekinp ixiformation from 
a more copious fource, I thmlc it neceflary to<» 
ward explaining many paflages in the letters of 
the Rajah, which would otherwife have appear- 
ed utterly unintelligible, to give a (hort and 
(imple Iketch of the hiftory of the nation to 
which they belonged. Sould my feeble eflbrt 
lead to furthef enquiry ; fhoutd it in the mind 
of any perlbn of tafle give biith to a laudable 
Ciiriofity, upon a fubjeft where fo much is to be 
learned, my defign will be Aill more fully an* 
fwered, and aiy willies more completely ful- 
filled. 

That partof Afia, known to Europeans by 
the name of HindooAan, esttends from the 
mountains of Thibet on the Ni^rih, to the fea 
on the South, and from the riVer Indus on the 
Weft, tor the Barampooter 6n the Eaft, com- 
prehending, within its limits, a variety of pro- 
vinces, many of which have been famous, from 
the earlieft ages, ^r the falubrity of their cli- 
mate, the richnels of their productions^ and 
the fertility of their fail. Of this country, the 
Hindoos* are the Abordgines. Over the origin 
of this celebrated people. Time has caft the 
impenetrable mantle ot oblivion. Their p\*^n 
annals trace it back to a ^ period fb remote, fo 
far beyond the date of European Chronology, 

* T|ie word Hind, from whence Hindoo^ and Hindooftan» or 
coontry of tile HtndooSf is of Perfian origin, computed by Colo- 
nel Dow to have bean derived from Hind» a fuppoftd fon ^ Ham, 
the fon of Noah ^ and by other Qrientalifta, to owe its origin to 
the river Indos For the fake of fuch as take pleafure in tracing 
eiymologiesy I infert a note written on the margin of the copy of 
GentOQ LawS) now in my pofleffion» by one whofe knowleege of 
the Perfuoianguage has not been excelled by any. He fays, « The. 
< word Hind is often ofed by the Perlian Poets to figtufy Blaekt 
'or dark~€o/ourtdf and it ii probable that Ifindtos may mean no 
( mofc thsn a bJackmairi as our negro from Ntger.^ 

a a 
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as to be rejefled, by European pride. The 
nnagnificeht proofs of ancient grandeur, how- 
ever, which are* ftlU to be found, and wfaicft 
have been fought for with the Bioft fnocefsful 
afliduity, by ipany of our countrymen in India, 
give the moi\ inefragabk teftimony of the an- 
tiquity of their Empire, and &em to confiroi 
the affertion of its Hiftorians, * that its dbra* 
* tion is not to be paralelled by the biflory of 
^ any other portion of the human race.* To 
account for this extraordinary degree of perma- 
nency, we muA dire£l our attention, not to the 
barriers formed by natui^e, around their territo^ 
lies, butjto thofe internal caufes arifing fi-om the 
nature of their Government, their La^s, ReU^ 
gion, moral Prejudices^ and efiablifhed manners. 

The ancientgovernment,thiougho4rt Hindoo- 
ftan, appears to have been a federative union of 
the various ftates, each governed by its owa 
Rajah, or Chief, but fubje6led, in a fort of . 
feudal vaSalage, to the fovereignty of .the fa- 
^reme Emperor, who was head of the whole. 

I'he manner in which the Rajahs of ^he Hin* 
doos exercifed the rights of don^tnion ovor 
their people, bears lb little analogy to that prac- 
tiled by the petty fovereigns of fuch European 
ftates as are placed in circumfiances nearly 6flM- 
lar; that it would be doing thegreateft inju(^ce 
to the amiable and benevoknt chai^Ser of the 
Hindoos, tp bring them into comparifon. There 
the right of fovereignty bore the mild afpe<ft of, 
parental authority. The Prince coniktered the 
people ih the liglit of cliildren, whom he was 
appointjtfd by Heaven to prote6l and cherifh j 
and t!>^ atreSion of the fubjeft for the Ptinc^ 
under whofe aufpices he_ enjoyed the bleffings 
or iictdum and tranquillity, was heightened by 
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efte^m for his virtues, into the moil inviahble 
attachment*. 

^hediVifion of the Hindo(^ into four djis^ 
o/ tribes, to each of which a particular Aaiiod 
was allotted, and peculkfiduties wereaffigfi^d, 
xnVght doabtlefs be another c^ufe, which lent iu( 
aid toward the prefervation of the general har- 
mony. This diviiion tnuft have been made at 
a period too remote for ini^eftigation and which 
feems tofet conjeSure at defiance* It is by the 
Hindoo writers wrapt in the veil ^f allego- 
ry ; they fey, that Brfibma, the fitfll perfon in 
;hetr Triad of Deity, having received the 
power froDi the Supreme for the creation of 
s(LaokiAd, created the Hindoos in the following 

From his mouth he produced the Bramin, 
an44ed>Q£dh» rank to be the moA eminent; 
a^lotUng, for his boiinels, the performance of 
the ri^ts of J&eligion, and the infiiufiionof 
9iapk)Dd In the path of di^y« 

The Aext tribe he cr6ate(i %t^s the Kiiettrie, 

,«f W9r tnbe> and tbU h^ produced from his 

arms, his duty being ia d^^d the feopb, to ^a- 

«rf If y *aod IQ cosamand , of thi« tube were the 

. apcient Ri^ahs* 

* * The defcriptioni of the PoeC» may ibm^tinpe^ t»« ciiXei w to 
jaftify, and iUuftratCa the arT^rtions of the HjitorUn. In this 
light, the following paflage ran the beantiiUI (jrama oJT Sapontala, 
w)uch WHS pttsftcmcd at the couit of an Indian Monarch, cele> 
' brated ibr his Ioyc of, the arts, and the encour^emenfi he gave to 
polite literature in the Arft century before Chrifti a)?y not be un- 
acceptable. ' There fits the King ^ meo» who lus felicity at 

* .e0i|iiQaiid, yet ihewB equal reaped to all: here po fubjeft, even 
« of the lowreft Uafs, u Dqpeived with contempt/ ■ ■ * Thou 
' feekoft not thy own pleafure, no, it is for the people thou art 

* harraflled from day to day .*-«—< When thou wieldeft the rod of 

* jiiftice, tfaoQ bnngeft to order, all thole who have deviated horn 

* the padis of virtue : thou hiddeft (ooteotion ceaf; ; thou waft * 

* formed ibr the prefervadon of thy people ; thy kindred poilcfs, 
f indeed, ccnfideraUe wealth ; but fo boundleis is thy anedioo, 
< that ail tkffithje&sl art confidtred by tkit at tAy kinfmen,* 
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He next produced the Bic&, or Bany^rr, 
fi oni bi.s thighs and belly, affigning h\m the 
occupations of apicultwe, and commeree. And 
Jaftly, 

He ci-eated from his feet the tribe of Sooder, 
and to him allotted the di^ttes of fmhjeSlion, 
labour i and ohedienee* 

. .The rcfpeflivc* and peculiar virtues of thiefc 
dilTerent Caf^s, are admirably defcribed in the 
following paiTage of the Bhagvat Geeta, an epi- 
lode> from their great epic poem, tranflated 
into Engltfhby Mr. Wilkins. 

* The natural duty of the Bramin 5s peace, 
^ felf-reftraint, patience, reSitude, wifdom> 
*- and learning. The natural duties of the 
' Khettiie, arc-fersvery, gT6ry> nortf>ikefa)jii^ 

* the field r reflitudc, generofity, and princely 
'• conduct* . The natural duties of the Bice are 
' to cultivate the land^ to tend the cattle, and 
^ to buy and fclL The natural duties of the 
' Sooder is' fervitude ; a man by following the 
^ dutiesappointed by his birth, cannotdowrong. 
' A man being contented with his own forttcttiar 

* Jitmiion oitainnh fetfe^hm* 

Though all Bramins are not FrieAs, * n6ne- 
but fuch as are of this Caft can perform any- 
ofEces of the prieftly funSion. The members 
of every other *Caift preferre fpr theirs the moft'. 
refpe£lful veneration, and a fpirh of partiality 
toward them feems to breath throvgliout their 
laws, as well as religions inftitutrons. 

Thofe who take pleafure in pointing the 
fhafis of farcafm againil the order of ^he PrieA- 
iiood (without coniidering, thatinvedivesagainft 
any fociety of individuals, are only fatires upon 
human nature) will readily aifign to the Bramins 
themfelves, the formation of laws wliich appear 
fo favourable to thrir interefls ; and produce it 
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as an additional proof of pricflly cunning ^nd 
a ubitipn ; but a moment^s rcfleSion on the 
duties^ as well as privileges, of this Cafl, will 
put an end to invidious exultation. ' 

An abhorrence of the (bedding of blood> is a 
principle which pervades the whole of the Hin- 
doo religion, but the Bramins obfeiTe it in the 
ftriSeft degree. They cat nothing that has 
life in it ; their food confifting entirely of fruit 
and ^getables, and their only luxury being 
t^ie milk of th^ Cow^ att animal for whofe fpe- 
cies they have a particular veneration. f»iot 
bnly every aft of hoAility, but even every me- 
thod of defence is, to them ftriflly prphibitcd ; 
fabmitiing to violence with unrefifting pati- 
. cnce andbamility, they leave is to-GcxW «n(] 
their Rajahs^ to avenge whatever injuries they 
mayfuflain* 

The liep^ratioA of the different Cafls from 
each other is, abfolt^e and irteverfible ; it forms 
^efaadamental- principle of their laws, and 
the fligbteft breach of it never fails to incur 
univer&I reprobation. 

Thus tbofe fources of difquiet, which have 
held moft of the empires of the^^acth in a Aate 
of perpetual agitation, were unknovm' to the 
peaceful children of Brahma. Theturbuknce 
' of ambition, the emulations of envy, and the 
murmurs of difcontent, were equally unknown 
to a people w^here each individual, following 
the occupation, and-waljking in the fteps of his 
fathers, confidered it his pt-imary duty .to keep 
in thc^fituatioQ that he firmly believed to have 
been marked out for him by tlie hand of Provi- 
dence. 

In the fpirit of the religion of the Hindoos, 

. a ftill more eflScient cauie, of the durability of 

tbcir flate, prcfents itfelf to our view. Origi- 
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nal in iis nature^ and abiblute in its decrees, 
its precepts induce a* total feclofion fiom the reft 
of matikind. Far, however, from didurbing 
thofe who are of a diflferent faith, by endeavours 
io convert tbem, it does not even admit of pro- 
felytes to its own. Though tenacious of their 
own dodriiies, in a degree that is unexampled 
in the hiftory of any other religion, the moft 
fervent zeal in the moft pioud Hindoos, leads 
tiiCDi neither to hate, nor defpife, nor pity fuch 
a» are of a different belief, nor does >t fuffer 
them to confider others as lefs favoui^ by the 
Almighty than thcrofelves. This fpirit ot un- 
boun^d toleration proceeded in a natural courfe 
from the fublimc and exalted notions of the 
Deity, taught b^ the Bcamint, and every where 
to u^ met 5;ritb u) their writings, and which are 
only equalled in that Gbfpel < ^bicb br^^ight 
* life and immortality to light.' 

That Being whom they, diftinguifhed by. the 
different appellauons of the Principle of Truth, 
the Spirit of Wlfdom I the Supreme I by whom 
the Univerfe Was Ipiead abroad, wboie perfec- 
tions none can graip within the limited circle of 
human ideas, views, they fay, with equal com* 
placency, all who are ftudious to perform his 
'will throughout the immenfe family of creation. 
They deem it derogatory to the charafler pf 
this Being, to fay that he prefers one religion to 
anotlier, * to fuppofe fuch preference, being 
the height of impiety, as it would be (uppofing 
injuftice toward thole whom he left ignorant of 
• his will :' and they therefore conclude th^t every 
religion is peculiarly adapted to the country and 
people where it is pradifed^ The Bramins, 
who compiled the Code of Gentoo LavrSj^ 

t Sec Cniwfoni*s Sketcbet. 
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tranflated by Mr. Halhcdy explain tbeir opinion 
upon tbts fubje^ in very explicit tntms : * the 

* truly intelligent, (fay they; well Jcnowthat 

* the differences and varieties of created things 
' are a ray of his glorious eifence, and that the 

* contrarieties of cpnftitujtions are types of his 

* wcnderful attributes* He appointed to each 

* Tribe its own faith, and to every Se A its own 

* religion, ^nd views, in each paiticular place, 

* the mode of ' worn:iip rcfpeSively .appointefd 

* it- Someti^s he is employed, with the at-^ 

* tendants upon the.. Mofque, itt counting the 

* facred beads ; fometiaies he is in tlie Temple 

* at the adoration of Idols, the intimat^ of the 

* Muffulman, and the friend of the Hindoo, 
*'the companion of the Chriftian, and the con- 

* fidantof the Jew.! 

A toleration founded upon fuch fyficmatic 
principles, would necclfaiiiy exclude thofe ar- 

Siimentative difputations, thofe cruel and ob- 
inate animofit^es, which, alas ! under a dif- 
penfatton whofe vei7 effence is benevolence, 
have fo often difturbed the peace of fociety,. 
There the acrimonious cenfure, the keen retort, 
the vehement invedlive againft thofe who dif- 
fered in opinion, was totally unknown. Under 
the banners of their religion, the irafcible paf- 
lions were never ranged. * He, my fervant,' 
feys Krilhna, fpeaking in tlic perfon of the 
Deity, * He> thy fervant, is dear to me, who is 

• free from enmity^ merciful, and exem pt from 
' pride and felfi(hnefs, and who is the lame in 

• pain and in pleafure, patient 6f wi*ongs, 
^ contented* and whofe mind is fixed on me 

• alone.* 

I fhall concltide this account of tbe notions 
of the Deity, entertained by the Hindoos, with 
the firft ftanza of that beautiful Hymn to Kar- 
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Tayana, olr tk Spirit of God cxated in Crea^ 
tioD> traflAaitcd hj the elegant pea of Sir Wii- 
lian JoHCs. 

SfKtKVm Spmts! who nimi^ croy fity 

Of ijfxe expmM, »d of endlefs thney 

deyond the ftrecch of laboring thought foUmie 

dMh nproor into bcootcoiis Ofdcr ttMtf 

Bdbrc Heaven wasy Thgo art » 

Bfc fpheres beneadi vs fotrd, or IpbcRi abof«^ 

£iie Earth lo nnnameiitu cUur bong^ 

Thou hCh alone, till thnmgh thy nyflic laic, 

Thiogs anexHkmgto exifteiice fpraqgy 

And gratefhl deficaat fang. 

What firft impdrd Thee to exert thy might 

Gooooen onhiBitea.^— nrhat gkirioiia I^pit 

Thy powen diieded f WlOoa wthont boand 

What pfovM k firft ? Oh ! guide my fancy rights 

Oh r j'lfc from comb^roat groond 

My fiiof » in rapAire drownM, 

Th)C fearleis it may fiiar on wings of fiie ; 

For Thoo, whn only knom*ft, Thon only can** ai^at^ 

A further view of their religions fyftem mzj 
be neceflfary, and will,, perhaps, be fufficient 
to elucidate another chara^leriftic feature €)£ the 
Hindoos^ which has forcibly flruck all who 
have had an opportunity of obierving ifaem. 
The patience evinced by this mild and gentle 
race under the ievereil fufiering, and the indif- 
ference with wluch they view the approach of 
death* which has been fcverally affigned to con- 
fiitutional apathy, to their mode of living, 
and to the delicate texture of their bodies, mzj 
perhaps be eaually accounted for, from their 
firm and fiedlafl belief in a future ftate. This 
belief, indeed, is darkened by many errors.. 
Xbcy believe that the human foul mufl be puri- 
fied by fuSering, and that it is n6t till after 
having undergone diis expiatory dilcipline 
through a icries of diOerent bodies^ that it be- 
comes \roithy of admiffibn to eternal happinelk 
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The -evils inffi£led upon the fceaaingly inofifen- 
live, is ahfibuted by them as a punifhxnent for 
crimes committed in the pre-exiftent Aate. Re- 
volting fro^ the idea of eternal punifhment, , as 
incompatible with the jufinefs and eoodneg of 
their Cre/tor, they believe that the fouls of the 
wicked/after having been for a time confined 
in Nafekha (the Infernal regions) are fent back 
upon the ftage of life^ to animate the bodies of 
the inferior creation, till by various chaftifemcnts 
and tianfmigrations in thefe probationary ftates> 
every vicious inclination is fufficiently cone£led 
to admit of their reception into the regions of 
perfection and happinefs* * Animated by the 

* defire of o'btaining that final boon/ fays a late 
Hiftorian*, *^nd fired by all the glorious pro- 

* mifes of their religion, the patient Hindoo ^ 

* fmiles amid unutterable mifery, and exults in 
•• every dire variety of voluntary torture.' 

Notwithfianding the fublime notions of the 
Hindoo concerning Deity ; and, notwithfland* 
ing the flrenuous affertions of the beft informed 
Bratnins, even at the prefent day, that their 
worfliip is only direded to one d i vine i iTence, and 
ihat the many inferior deities, wbofe images 
fill their temples, are but fo many emblems of 
his different attributes, it muft be confefled, that 
the religion of the vulgar has degenerated into 
the grofleft idolatry. This ma}r be accounted 
for by the jealous care with which the tribe of 
Brahma prevented the intrufion of the multl* 
tude into thefe avenues to fcience and to truth* 
of which they were the peculiar guardiansf . 
Ign(Mrance naturally leads to fuperilition, and 
the vulgar of all ranks, fixing their attention 

* See MaDiice'4 Antiiioities. 
- ^ Ste latrodtt^on to the Ccntoo Lam, 
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on the f xteroal objeA that is prefented to them^ 
loie light of the more remote and fpiritual allu« 
iioH) and foon transfer that veneration to the 
iymbol, which wa» at iirft meant only to be 
e^xited for the thing fignified. Nor is it in the 
religion of Hindooflan alone, that fimilar eft 
feds are produced by caufes of a like nature* 

To ^nter upon the difquifition of a fubyeA, | 

fo extenHve and fo intricate as that of Hindoo I 

Mythology, would be to wander far from^the ! 

purpofe oi the prefent IntroduSion : fuch an 
i<ka of it, however, as may finrvc to elucidate 
fome paflagfs in the Letters of the Rajah, which 
allude to dieir divinities^ may be deemed nei- 
ther unneceffary; nor impertinent. 

Their firft thing that prefents itfcif to our 
view is the Triad of Deity, Briniha, Vceflina, 
and Seevp, under which form is reprefented the 
t!n;ee gre t attributes of the* Almighty — Power 
to create, Goodncfs to prefervc, and Jufticc to 
punifli. The long lift of the inferior deities, 
which follow, exhibit fuch a ftriking limihtude 
in tlieir charafler and offices to the ancient ^ods 
of Greece and Rome, that it has led to a cto- 
jefiureof Aeir being aftually the fame, and an 
attempt has been made by a writer of equal tafte 
and erudition, to prove their identity, and to 
trace their wanderings through the mazes of 
Grecian and Egyptian lore. Of the members 
fj{ tiiis numerous Pantheon, it will be fufficieiit 
for our purpofc to mention the few following. 

The firft in rank is Ganefa, the God of Wif- 
dom, who is thought to be the Janus of the 
Grecian Mythology; Carticeya, ^he God of 
War, whofe prowefe is not inferior to that of 
the Mais of Rome. S^rafwattee, the'Goddefa 
oi' Letters, and .proteftrefe of Arts and Sci- 
ences, whole inlJjjnia, tlic Palmyra. Leaf, and 



the Reed or Pcil (implemeqts uf<?d in writini;) 
'arc furcly more appropriate to h^r cbarader^ 
than the Shield and I^ance M^hich graced the 
Minerva of the Greeks. Camaj or the God of 
Love^ is faid^ by Sir William Jones, to be 
the twin brother of the Grecian Cupid^ with 
richer and n^ore lively apj^dages* And, in- 
deed, if we from our notions of this fabuIouA 
divinity from the beantifui Ode addrefled to him, 
by an ancient H^oo bard, we muft coafeg his 
faperiority to be very evident*. And, lai^ly, 

* Hymn to Camdeo i tranHated hy Sir WiUiim Jooet, 
<* The Gody to whom the IhUovnQg poem it addreflUy appean 
the tune with the Grecian Em and the KoteaA Cufidpf but tb« 
Jhdian defeription of his perfen and arma» his fimilv, attendanfti* 
9fld attributes, . has new and peculiar beaipd^s. His bow of fugar- 
ume or ilowersy with a ftring of bees* and hhfive arrkiwf, each 
pointed with an /mftw hloflbm of a headn^ fuaOtyy are alleg9rfe» 
equally new and beautiAil.** 

T H g HYMN. 

WHAT potent God fitim w^ni*s orient bow*rs 
Floau thro* the Lucid air^ while Hiring flqw'p. 
With funny twine the vocat arbours wreathe. 
And gaJes enamour'i} heavenly firagraoce breathe ^ 

Hail powV unknown ! for at thy beck 

Vales and gibvcs their hoi4Hns deck. 

And erery-iaugihing UoQbm dreifes 

With gems of dew his mviky trefl^. 
I feel, I fed thy genial (Ume diylne> 
And hallow thee, and kifs thy ibrine. 



i 



< Know'ft thou not me ?* Celeftial founds I hear ! , \ 

* Know'ft thou no( mc i Ah« fparc a mortal ear \ 

* BehclaV- my fwtmxning eyes entranced 1 raife^ 
But oh I they ibrink before tb' Axcj^vt U»e. 

Yes, fon of ^ujsa, yes, I kiv>w# 

Th^ blooming ihafts, and cany bow. 

Cheeks with ytiuchfiUglory .bejiAUBg, 

Locks in braids etherial f^re^niui^ 
Thy fcaly (Undard, thy myiMouaamis, 
And all thy pains ts4 41 -tb^' chasms. 
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Sun^ya, or the God of Day, who, in his cha- 
riot, drawn by feven gr^en hprfes, bears fo near 
a refen^blance to Apollo, that it is impoifible 
not to recognife them as the fame. 

God of each lovely fight* jeiich lovdjr round* 
SoQl-kindIing» ' world-inflamijig» ft|.ry-crown*dy 
Eteraal Coma I Or dothjSSmartf bright. 
Or proud Anatiga giYe tnee mor&djeljgbt ? . 

Whate'ertbyfeaty whWer thy name* 

Seas* eafth* andairthy^nameproclaiin; 

Wreatby f miles and rofe^ pleafures. 

Are thy richeil* fweeteft treafores. x 
All animals to thee their tribute bring, . 
And hail thee univerfal king. 

Thy confort mild, AffkB'm vttx Xnst, 
Graces thy fide* her vtft of glowing hue, 
And ia her train twelve blooming girk adyance. 
Touch golden ftringfs and knit the mirthfu). dknce. 

Thy dreaded implements they bear. 

And wave them in the fcented air, 
' Each with pearls her neck adomiog , 

Brighter than the tears 6f moening. 
T{iy crimfim enfign which before them ilies. 
Decks with new ftars the fapphire ikies. 

God of the flow*ry fhafts, and flow*iy bdw. 
Delight of all above and all below I 
Thy 16v*d companioo, conftant iiom his birth, 
Jn beav*n clyp*d l^tfftnt^ and gay S^ng on earth. 

Weaves thy green robe and flaunting bowers. 

And from thy clouds draws balmy &qwV&, 

He with frefh arrows tills thy quiver, 

(Sweet the gift* and fweet the giver 1) 
And bids the many-plumed warbling throng 
Burft the pent bfeflbms with their fong. 

He bends the lufcious cane* and twifts the Uring 
With bees* how fweet ! but ah, how keen their fting ! 
He with five flow Vets tips the ruthlefs liarts. 
Which thro* five fenfes pierce enraptur*d hearts : 

Strong Ckumpa^ rich ia odorous gold* 

Wjirm Amery nursM in heavenly mould* 

Dry 'Ndgkeftfy in filver fmiling. 

Hot Kitkumy our fenfe beguiling 3 
And loft, to kindle fierce the fcorcMng flame, 
hvue/kafti which Gods bright Bela name* 
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Thcfc will fcrve to give the reader fome idei 
of the numerou3 divinities, whofe images are 
worfhipped in the temples of the Hindoos^ and 
to wbofe honour feftivals are celebrated, and 
votive offerings of fruits and flowers are pre- 
fented. 

The peculiar conftru£lion of the Hindoo go-^ 
yemment, and the precepts of Hindoo faith^ 
though adilairably calculiated for the prefervatioh 
pf their empire in happineis and tranquillity, 
vrere not fo iavourable to the cultivation of the 
mind, and to its advancement in the paths of 
ufcful knowledge. ' 

To expand the faculties of the human foul 
tht paffions muft b^ called into afiion, nor cah 
any of thefe be laid under fuch reftraxnt, as 
dooms them to 'lie for ever dormant, without 
injuring the powers of the mind. 

In the Aruggle of contending interefts, though 
peace is fometimes lof^, intelledual energy is ' 

Can men refift thy pow*r» when Ktififen yields 3 
KrfMHt who ftiU in Matra't holy fields 
Tunes harps immortal 9 and to ftrains divmei 
Dances by moonlight with the Gopia nine ? 

But when thy daring arm untam*d 

At Mahaitc a lovefhaft aimMy 

Heaven ihook, and, fmit with ftony wonder. 

Told his deep dread in burfts of thunder, 
Whih on ihy beauteous limbs an azure fire,' ' 

Biased i»reh, which never muft expire. 

% diou ibr ages bom, yet ever yoongy 
Tor ages may thy Bram'm^s hy be Aing ! 
And when thy lory fpreads his em'rald wings 
To waft thee high above the towVs of kings j 

While o*er thy throne the moon*»^aIe light. 

Pours her foft radiance thro* the night. 

And to each floating cloud d'ifcoversi 

The haunts of bleft 6r joylelSs lovers, ^ . 

Thy mildeft inflnence to thy bard impsurt, 
To warm, but not confume, his heart. 
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po«{ed» and while the ftrife of emalatioax ^^ 
the reftlefihefi df ambition* difiurb the q^iee pf 
ibciety^ they produce^ in their. coUifion* the 
genius that adgrns it: it b accoidingly pro^ 
pounced^ by one who matt be allowed compevi 
tent to the decifion, that ' Reafon and Taftf 

< are the grand prercugatiTes of European mxi^s, 

< while the Afiatics have Ibared to loftier heigbta 
* in the fpbcre of Imagination^*' 

But notwithflanding all the di&dv^tagea ihi«t 
dtr which they laboured* the mapy monumeai^ 
that yet remain of their former wend^ur, thf 
fpecimens of their literature* and the prnducr 
tions of their manufadorer, fpfficiently evinee 
their advancement in the fcience$ which di|;nify 
life* as wlcU as in the aits ttiat ornainem it* 

The, Bvamin?, to whom the cultivation of 
fcience was^xclofively committed, ieem to have 
made no contemptible u fe of their high pivikge* 
Ifi aftronomy they are allowed to have excell^ j 
many works of their ancient writers on meta- 
phyucs, and ethics^ have already come to our 
knowledge ; and, furely* no lover of poetry 
can perufe the fpecimens of that divine art* 
which have been, prefented to the public in an 
Englifh drels ; i;f i thou t feeling a delirctobemore 
intimately aaquatnted with the productions of 
the Hindoo bards- 

The degree of knowledge we already poflefs* 
concerning the antiquities of Hindooftan, has 
not been attained without efforts of the moft 
indefatigable .affiduity. But what obftades are 
fufficient to deter the fyirit of literary curioiity ? 
When fupporled by pbilofophy, and guided by 
tafte* it ieldom fails to fubdue every diffictijty* 

• See AMfi JUfearches, vo). i . 
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^ml to fee ita perftYeipg l^boyn^.cro^rned with 
fuccefel 

I now retuTQ toremaurk that thehappinefi^n^ 
joyed by the Hindoos under the mild and anf- 
picious governnent of their natiye Ptinces, was 
at length doomed to fee its overthrow effeded^ 
by the refifllefii flnry of Fanatic zeal* 

The impoftor of Mecca bad eftabl|fliedj as 
one of the principles of his dodrine^ the me- 
rit of extending it, either by perfuaiion, or the 
fword, to all parU of the earth. How fteadily 
this injunction was adhered to by his followers, 
and with what fuccefs it was purfued, is well 
known to alU who are in theleafi coftveilant in 
hiftory.- 

The fame overwhelming tonent» which had 
inundated the greater part of Afirtca, burfl its 
way into the very heart of Europe, and covered 
many kin^dDma of Afia with unbounded defol- 
iation ; directed its baleful courfe to the fion* 
rilhing 4)rQvlnces of Hirdooflan. Here thefi> 
fierce and' hardy adventurers, wfaofe only im- 
l^rovement had been in the fcience of dcftrue- 
tion, who added the fuiy of fanaticifin to tie 
ravages of war, found the great end of their 
conqoefts oppofed, by obfiacles which neither 
the ardour of their perfevering zeal, nor fay age 
barbarity could furmount. Multitudes were 
iatrificed by the cruel hand of religious perfe« 
cution, and whole countries were deluged in 
• blood, in the vain hope, that by the deftruc- 
tion of a part, the remainder might be perfuad- 
cd, or terrified into the profeffion of Mahom* 
medanifm : but all thefe languinary efforts were 
ine6e6lual ; and at length being fully convinc- 
ed, that though they might extirpate, they 
could never hope to convert, any number of the 
Hindoos, they relinquilhed the impra£iicable 



idea^ with which they had entered upon their 
career of conqueft, they contented themfelvcs 
.with the acquirement of the civil dominioa and 
almoft univerfal empire of Hindooftan. 

In thefe provinces, where the Muffuhnan 
furJfdiftion was fully eftablifhcd, Muffulm^n 
. courts of jufticc were ereflted' The laws whica 
the Hindoos had for nuniberlefs ages ]been ac* 
cuflomed to revere> as of divine authority, were 
iet afide, and all caufes judged and decided by 
* the Aandard of Muflulman jurifprudence ; an 
evil which appeared to the unhappy Hindoo 
more formidable than the extortions of avarice, 
or the devaftations of cruelty^. Nor was the 
effea of thefe latter paflions unfelt, the peculiai 
punifliment of forfeiting their Cafl, which is 
attached by their law to the moft temporary and 
feemingly trivial deviation &omit&pi:ecepts^. arui 
which involves in it the dreadful confequ^nces 
of irremediable alienation and irreverfible. pre- 
fcription, was converted* by their Mahoramedan 
rulers into a lucrative fource of oppreffion. Su- 
perftition combined with avarice to.Invcat the 
means of infli6ling this dreadful chaftifemen^> 
and fines, without mercy, were exafled by thole 
bigotted and venal judges. 

py the fame mercilefs conquerors, their coti^- 
,inerce. was impeded by ev?iy clog which avari- 
cious and unfeeling power could invent to obr 
ftruS it. Neither the mild and tolerating fpirit 
of the religion of the Hindoos, nor the gen- 
tle and inqofienlive manners of its votaries, 
, were fu&cieni to prote^ them from the into- 
lerant zeal and brutal antipathy of their Ma- 
bommedan invaders. In the efTufions of their 
barbarous eothufiafm, the temples of the Hiii- 

* Sep Scn>fbn*8 Hlndooftaa. 
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doos ornamented with the moft curious fculp- 
tuie^ and decoriated with all the ingenuity and 
flcill for which they were celebrated, were utterly 
demounted /and the monuments of their ancient 
fplendoar every wTiefc deftroyed. 

For the fupport of the Mogul Npbles, afl^gn- 
ments were granted on the lands of the different 

, provinces, which were levied by thefc militaiy 
lords in perfon, who, haughty and voluptuous, 
came to colle6l their pay from a timid people^ 
whom they bated and defptfed wiih all the fer- 
vour of bigotry and ignorance. 

To enumerate the multifarious load of op- 
pref&OQ under which the unhappy Hindoos were 
doomed to groan, would be a tedious and un- 
grateful talk. A^ generous mind cannot take 
pleafute in contemplating the pidurc of bunian 
mifery, and bunaan cimeji though di'awn by the 

^correct hand of truth : let It tlien fufllce to fay, 
that the whole fyftem of Mogul government 
toward their conquered Provinces was fuch, 
as could never fail to (hock an European mind. 
Hard, however, as was the fate of the poor 
Hindoos under their Mogul Sovereigns, even 
in the moft flourilTiing ftate of their Empire; 
when that Empire mouldered to decay, and the 
j)ower of one defpot was overthrown, to make 
way for the uncontrouled licentioufnefs of num* 
berlefs petty tyrants, it became yet mor<e truly 
deplorable*. 

^ The vigorous adminiftratiori of a long line of 
able princes, had, alone, for ages preferved this 
vaft, but heterogeneous, and ill-conftru6h;d 
fkbric from diffolution; and when, according 
16 the unavoidable confcquenc^s of hereditaiy 
dcfpotifm, the reins of government were trani- 
mitted into weak and feeble bands, it fell rapid^ 

• SecRobiUaHUbry. 
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ly to ruin. To the wictchcd fucccffpr of the 
]bnperia! thfooe^ the. miferable reprefentative of 
the houfe of Timur, little now remams, but an 
univerfally acknowledged title to royalty, de- 
clared by ine£Gicacious expreffions of loyalty and 
attachment ; while thofe who by bold ufurpa- 
tion^ fuccefeftil rebellion, or infidious fraud, 
poflTefled thcmfelves of the fpoils of the ruined 
empire^ have eftablifhed in their own families 
the right of fucceiiion to the territories thus 
acquired. 

" In thofe prbvinces which, by a train of cir- 
cutnftances, totally foreign tq our purpo& to 
relate, have fallen under the dominion of Great 
Britain, it is to be hoped the long-fuffering 
Hindoos h^ve experienced a happy change.. 
Korean wedpubt of this, when we Qonfider 
that in thofe poviDces, the horrid modes of puB* 
iHu&entt InflJAed bythe Mahomtliedans, have 

S«n abolifhed; the fetters, ' which vH^ainjed 
eir commerce, having been taken pff ; the ' 
taxes are no longer couefled by the arbkraiy 
sfutbority of a military chieftain, but are put 
upon 2t footfng thgt at once fecures the i:evcnu% 
and protefls the fiibjefl from, opprcifion. Thi? 
Banditti of the Hills, which ufed to ipolcft the 
inoffenfive inhabitants by their predatory iacur- 
fions, have been brought into peaceable fubjec- 
tion. That unrelenting perfecution, which was 
deemed a duty by the ignorant bigotry of theiy 
Muffulman rulers^ has, by the milder fpiri< of 
Chriftianity, been converted into the tendei:eft 
indulgence. Their ancient laws have been rc- 
f!bred to them; a tranflation of them, into the 
|^er(ian and Englifh languages, has been made, 
and is now the guide or the Courts of Juftice, 
which have been eftablifhed among them. 
Agriculture has been encouraged by the moft 
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certtin of all methods— the fecurity of pmper* 
ty; and all thele advantages have been rendenpd 
doubly valuable^ by the enjoyment of a bleffiag 
equal, if not fuperior> to every other-Khe BleC-* 
fing of Peace^ a blefling to which they had for 
ag^s been ftrangers*. 

Thefe iaiutary regulations, originating with 
Mr. HaflingSy fieadily purfued by Sjr Joh/i 
M'Pherfon and Lord Cornwallis, and periever- 
ed ia by the prefcnt Governor General, will 
diffufe the fmiles of profperity and bappioels 
over the beft provtnces of Hindodlan, long af- 
ter the difcoxdant voice of , party fliall have oeen 
humbled in the filence of eternal refi ; and the . 
Vancorous mifi'eprefentations of envy and male- 
volence, as much forgotten^ as the florid <ba- 
rangues^ and turgid declamations, which conr 
veyed them to the flioit-lived notice of the 
world- . < 

The change which has been effe<9ed on the 
•charader^ and manners of the Hindoos, during 
fo many years of fubjefiion, and fo many con- 
vulfions . in their political iiatey is not by any 
.means fo great, as fuch powerful caufes might 
have been fuppofcd to have produced* 

In wandering through the defolated iflands of 
?the Archipelago, or even on the c!affic fhores, of 
Italy, the enlightened traveller would in vain 
hope to recognife, in the prefent inhabitants, 
one remaining lineament of the diftingui{hed 
chSratSlcriftics of xheir illuftrieus anceAors.. 
TAere the mouldering edifice, the fallen pillar, 
and the broken arch, bear, alone, tlieir fileiK 
tetlimony^ to ihe genius and refinement of the 
Dates^ which produced them. But in Hindoo- 
iian, the oiiginal fcatui^s that m^ajked the ch^- 

* &c«iew Af the Eritiib Covemncat in India. 
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rafter of their natioQ, from . time, inuneioorial^ 
are ftill too vifible to be iniftakcn or ovWooked. 
Though they have, no doubt, loft much a£ 
their oiiginal purity, and iimplicity of inanner^^ 
thofe religious prejudices which kept them ifi 
a ftate of perpetual reparation from their con- 
querors, has tended t,o (he puefervation of their 
originality of charafler, and all its coitefpondent 
virtues. 

In the few diftrifls which, fecured by their 
infignificancy, or the inacceffibility of their 
(itdation, retained their independence t the ori- 
ginal chara^er dill remains apparent* Such, 
till about the middle of the prcfent century, 
* was the fate of thofe, whofe territories were 
iituate along the mountains' of Kummaoom. 

The inhabitants of this lofty boundary of the 
rich and fertile provhice of Kuttaher, continued 
to enjoy the bleifings of independence and fecu- 
rity, till thijt province was brought under the 
fubjedtion of a bold and fuccefsful Rohilla 
adventurer, who eftablifhing himfelf, and his 
followcrSj in the pofleffion of Kuttaher (which 
from thenceforth bore the name of Rohilcund) 
direded his arms toward the extirpation of thofe 
Rajahsj whofe vicinity excited his jealoufy and 
alarmed his pride. 

He fucceeded but loo well in the execution 
of his unjuft defign, and did not fail to make 
the mod tyrannical ufe of the viflory he had 
obtained. Some of thefe Chiefs he banilhed . 
for ever from the Tong enjoyed f-^ats of their 
anceftors ; fome he removed to thp other fide of 
fhe Ganges, and from the few lie fuffeicd to re- 
main^ he ftipulated the payment of an annual 
tribute*, and the immediate depoKt of an cx- 
'orbitant fine. 

• See Rohiila Hiftorv. 
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7*he S.aja1i Zaarmilla^ who wiH foon be in- 
troduced to the acquaintance ot the reader^ 
appears to have been defcended from one of 
tbofe petty Sovereigns^ who were obliged to put 
on the galling yoke of {heir unfeeling conquer- 
or. He, however, muft be fuppoled to have 
been among the number who were permitted to 
remain on their ancient territories, while the 
family of his friend and correfpondent Maan- 
daara, appears to have been banifhed from the 
Province, and to have uken flicker in the 
Beighbourhood of Agra. 

This (hort Iketch, imperfeA as it is, m^y 
ierve to give fome idea of the (late of Hindoc * 
ftan, not only when the Letters of the Rajah, 
which, are now to be laid before the public, 
were written, but antecedent to that peiiod. 
Adequate, however, to the purpofc of elucida- 
tion, as it may be thought by fome readers, it 
may be cenfured by others, as a prefumptuous 
effort to wander out of that narrow and con* ' 
tra6lcd path, which they have allotted to the 
female mind. 

To obviate this objefl ion, the wiiter hopes it 
will be fufficient to give a fuccin<^ account of 
the motives wMch led her tp die examinatioa 
of a fubjeft, at one time very untverfaily talked 
of, but not often very thoroughly underftood. 
From her earlieft iuftiuQors, fhe imbibed the 
idea^ that toward a ftriil performance of the fe- 
vera! duties of life, Ignolance was neither a 
noceffary, nor an ufeful auxiliary, but on the 
contrary, that (he ought to view every new idea 
as an acqiiilition, and to feize, with avidity, 
every ,pit)per opportunity for making the ac- 
quirement. 

In the retirement of a country life, it was 
from books alone that any degree of infbrma- 
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tion wa$to be obliiaed; butwhtu tiiefefe^ 
t)ueftered fcenes were exchanged for the metro- 
polis, oppoftuniiks forinftru6lioii> of a luttuare 
fiill more pleaHug^ were preiented. 

The aSairs conoedcd with the ftatc of o«f 
domiaioos in IiH^a, were theo the general tepic 
i>f converiation* It was afpreeabte^ from ka 
noveky ; and (he bad the pecaliar advantage ef 
bearing' it diiculled by tbofe» who» fiemloibal 
kaowledge, accurate information^ and aabiafled . 
judgment, were eminently qualified to render 
the difcuffioB both intereftmg and iaftraAive. 
The names of the moR, celebrated Orienulifta 
^came familiar to ber ear ; a tafte for the pro- 
dudions of their writers was acquired ; . and« 
had it not been for a £ital event, which tran(^ 
formed the cheerful haunt of domeftic happi* 
neis into the gloomy abode of £>rrow, and 
changed the energy of Hope into the liftleirneis 
of defpondency, a competent knowledge of the 
language of the originals would likewife have 
been acquired. Time, at length, poured its 
balm into the wounds <>{ affli6tion, and the 
. mind by degrees, took pleafure in reverting tp 
fubjefls which were interwoven with the ideas 
of paft felicity. Tlie letters of the. Rajah were 
fought for, and the employment they afforded 
was found fo falutary, in beguiling the hours 
of foHtude, and foothing the pain of thought, 
that the ftudy of them was refumed, as an &(?- 
ful relaxation, and, being brought to a con- 
clufton, they are now prefented to the world, 
whoie^^ccifion upon their merit, is looked for- 
ward to 'with timid hope, and dclermmed re^ 
lignation. 



X E T T E R S 



O F A 



H I N D RAJAH. 



LETTER I. 

ZaarmiUa, 'Rajah of Almora, to Kiftieea 
Keeay Maandaam, Zimeetidar of Cum- 
lore^ in Rohilcund. 

Jl RAISE to Ganefa ! Mav the benign la- 
flueace of the God of Wildom*, beaming 
oa the breaft of Maandaara, difpel thofe 

* The God of Wifdom, a cuftomary introdudion 
to the writings of the Hindoos. From feveral ex- 
prefHons made ufe of by the Rajah in the courfe of 
his correfpondence, he appears to have been an ad- ' 
herent of the fe<5t called in the northern parts of In- 
dia Veefhnubukt, or Adorers of Veelhnu, the pre- 
fcrving Power, 
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cTouds of wrath which have been cngen- 
dered by miftake, and poured forth in the 
whirlwind of impetuofity. 

I might juftly expoftulate upon the harfti- 
nefs of thy expreflions ; but I call to mind 
the goodnefs of thy heart, and they are 
effaced from my memory. We ftirink 
from the fury of the Kiqg of Rivers, whea 
his teiTor-ftriking voice threatens deftruc- 
tion to the furrouoding world ; but when 
his filver waves return to the peaceful chan- 
nel allotted to them by the adored Veefti- 
nu, we forget our terrors, and contemplate 
with rapture tjie xnajeftic grandeur of the 
facred ftream who rolls his blefliugs to a 
thoufand nations. And who wouJd not 
prefer the cafual fury of the mighty Gan- 
ges to the apathetic dulnefs of the nev^ 
moving pool ? 

The Angel of Truth, whofe dwelling i$ 
with Brahma, b^ my witnefs, that I have 
never been unmindful of the vow^offriend- 
Ihip we (q folemoly exchanged over the 
flill w^rm afhes of the venerablp Pundit j 
who was the gyide and. inftruftor of our 
tender years. Twice, in performance of 
that vow, have I eflayed to fend the pro- 
mifed information, and twice have my in- 
tentions been fitiftrated. 

No fooner had the aufpicious arms of the 
foas of Mercy opened the lonjg-obftr»fl.ed 
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channels of conveyance, and checked the. 
fijry of the Afgap Khans, who have fo long 
oppreflfed our unhappy country*, than I 
■(Jifp^ched a meflenger to thee, with a full 
account of public affairs, and of all the 
incidents that have occurred to me in my 
retirement. Two months ago I learned 
that this meffengcr was drowned in his at- 
tempts to pafs the Jumna. Again I wrote 
the ianie voluminous detail, and fent it by 
the hands of a Hircarrah, employed in the 
Englifti camp,, and who was lent by them 
with difpatches to Agraj his native city, 
Thi? meffeiig^, more unfortunate than the 
•Other, was feized and cut to pieces, by a 
band of brutal Afgans. Hoping that this 
account will fully exculpate me from the 
charge of negleft, and leaving it tq the 
ftirill voice of fame to. acquaint thee with 
the public tianfaijlions of this eventful pe- 

* • On the acd day of April, 1774, was fougfef 
between. the armies of the vifier, affifted by the Eng- 
li(h, and the troops of Hafiz Rhamut, ih€ Ro!;hilTa 
Chief, the decifive battle of Cuiterah ; in which the 
complcie viAory obtained by the former at once an* 
nihilated the power and decided the fatet>f the Af« 
gan adventurers. Wherever th« fate of the Rohillas 
became known ^fays the hiflorian of their (hort lived 
empire) the Hindoo Zimeendars (each of whom is 
pofleffed of a ftrong hold attaching to the chief vil- 
lage of his diftru^) (hut their forts, and refii&^r t9 
their late mailers prote<ft ion, plundered without ai f- 
tifl^ieui^ail whom they found nyjng toward the hills.' 

Bs 
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riod, I (hall recapitulate fuch parts of iiiy 
two epiftles as regarded my fell alone, and 
in conformity to the promifes that have 
paffed between us, fhall lay open to you 
not only the adlions of my life, but the 
very thoughts of my heart.. 

Three days after that in which the blood 
of the Khans had ftained the plains of Cut- 
terah*, word was brought me by the Zi- 
nieendar of Lolldong, that our late oppref- 
fors were flying on the wings of defpair to 
the mountains of Cummow. He conjured 
nie, by all that we had fuffeied from the 
cruelty. of Allee Mohamed, and the tyran- 
ny of his fucceffors, not to give paffage to 
the fugitives ; but by arming my Ryots to 
difappoint their hopes of fafety and turn 
them back upon the f words of their ene- 
mies. I returned for anfwer, that * I gave 
praife to Veefhnu, who had revenged the 
wrongs of the Hindoos, bat that 1 had ne- 
ver learned to lift my hand againft a fallen 
foe.* I then iffued drift orders to all my 
Ryots to keep within their dwellings^ and 
ha ving performed the accuftomaryPoojahf^ 
betook myfelf to reft. Refleflions upon 
the viciffitudes of fortune agitated my foul. 
Sleep forfook my eyelids; and while the 
earth was yet clothed in the robes of dark- 

* Htftory of the Rohilia Afgans, page 141. 
-f Worliiip. 
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nefs, I went forth with a few attendant * 
in hopes that the temperate air, and placiu 
ftillnefs of the night, would tranquiliife my 
mind. With aftonilhment I perceived the 
eaftern horizon already tinged by the fiame 
colonred charioteer of Surraya*. I haf- 
tened to afccnd the hill, that I might be 
ready to pay my devotions at the firft ap- 
pearance of the glorious orb, the facred 
emblem of the life-giving fpiiit of the 
Eternal ! I reached the fommit of the hill, 
hut. Powers of Mercy ! what a fight then 
pefented itfelf to my view ? The vaft 
jungle eictended itfelf over the norihern 
fide of Cumlore was in a blaze of lire. 
The refledlion of the mighty conflagration 
illuminated the heavens, while founds 
more dreadful than bad ever pierced my 
eais, undulated through the fire-fraught 
air. The fhrieks of the afrigbted Afgans, 
the ftiouts of the Hindoos, who had con- 
trived this method ^o obftrudt their flight, 
the growling of the tigers, and yelling of 
the other beafts of prey, v/ho had been 
difturbed in their dens, the crackling of 
the flames, and the bright glare of the itill- 
fpreading fire, formed altogether an un- 
fpeakable combination of horrprs. 

* Arjoun or the dawn; who U cxprcffivcly re- 
prefented in Hindoo fculpture by the upper part only 
of a man, the reft of his perfon being fuppoicd not 
yet emerged from darkncfs. 
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TVTafiy of the wretched fugitives fltoffed 
the place where I ftood ; no longer the 
proud and haughty lords, at whole frowns 
the Rajahs of the earth were wont to trem- 
ble : terror now fat upon their humblfe 
foreheads, and defpair feemed the lead* 
er of their fteps. While I contemplated 
their prefent calamity, the renieiitibrance 
of their former tyranny paffed iulo the bo- 
fom df oblivion. A young itiad appear- 
ed, the blood ftill ftrcamiiig from his 
wounds,* while on his back b<5 bove his 
«ged father. In vain did thfeold jpnan efi- 
treat this dutiful fon to leave him to his 
fate ; he ft ill proceeded, with totter ir^ 
ft^ps to convey him he knew ndt ivbi- 
iher. * Surely/ faid I, Mh« aflions of 
this old man muft have been meritoriotis 
in the fight of Heaven, that hei IhfouW 
. . have beeia rewarded ^ith inch a fon«* -f 
looked on the old warrior, and called to 
mind the grey hairs of my father. 

I flopped the fugitives, who feeing 
my drefs, looked on me without hopd> 
and prepared themfelves to receive the 
ftroke of death. Whatever are yourof- 
feiices, faid I to the fon, your filial piety 
has in my eyes made atonement; turn^ 
therefore, to the Ihelter of my fortrefs, 
where you may remain in fafety'till times 
of peace. They expreffed their thanks 
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fuhiefs, and with tbein I returned to my 
houfe. At the foot of the hill I heard a 
groan, which I perceived to proceed from 
under the branctes of a tree that had late- 
ly fallen. I ordered- my fcrvants to 
^e^rch for the perfon who uttered it, and 
"to my aftoniftiment. faw one ^n the drefs 
of an English oflBcer ; he appeared to fuf- 
fer the angurfh of exeeflive pain, and 
though borne by the fervants with all pof- 
fible care, before we could reach the 
'houfe, the invifible fpirit feemed to for- 
fake the noble dwelling that had been 
allotted to it. On examination we found 
that his leg and many of his ribs were 
fradlured. While I was in defpair iabout 
this, apparently irremediable roi^fortuuc 
the old Afgan addreffed himfelf to nic, 
and profeffing his fkill in the art of furge- 
ry, told me that he thought he could efi'eA 
a cure.. He accordingly applie'd fuch re- 
medies as h'e tfefemed proper, and with 
•fuch fuccefs that the Arranger fofon obtained 
fome degree of relief. He ho fooner lift- 
fed his eyes upcna me, than calling to mind 
the Engliifh that had been taught us, by 
the Vaidya Beafs, I held out to him the 
hand of friendftiip, faying, • how do T 
His eyes gliftened with pleafure, and from 
that moment our hearts were united by the 
feal of friendftiip. When the tyrant pain 
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had a little loofened the fetters of her pow- 
cr,Tie fpoke to me in thcPerfian language ; 
of which, as well as the Arabic, and the 
different dialefls of Hindoftan, he was/^r- 
feS mafter. His converfation was lil.c the 
foft dew of the morning, when it falls u[ - 
on the vallev of rofcs; it at once rcfrefh- 
ed and purifaed the foul. His knowledge 
in comparifon of that of the moft learned 
among the Punditis of the prefent age, Mas 
like the mountains of Cummow compared 
to the neft^ of the ant. The powers of his 
mind were deep and extenfive as the wave 
of the mighty Ganges. His heart was t^e 
feat of virtue, and truth repofed in his 
bofom. 

He had fet out many months before, from 
Calcutta, with an intention of travelling 
through the northern parta of Hindoftan, 
in Older to trace the antiquities of the moft 
ancient of nations. He had proceeded a> 
10 Kuttaher, when a band of Afgans, 
headed by Daunda Adoola, who had been 
lately difmiffed from the fcrvice of Hafiz 
Rhamut, took him prifoner. They con- 
fined him in a ftrong hold, on the banks of 
the Gurra ; and on the approach of the 
combined armies of the Englifti and Sujah 
Dowla, they left him expofed to the mife- 
ries of famine ; but when obliged to fly to 
the "woods of Cummow they forced him 
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to accompany, their flight, in hopes that he 
might be the means of procuring them 
terms with the EngUfli ; whofe honour 
they knew to be equal to their valour. 

On their rout to Cum mow they were 
difcovered by the Ryots of Raey 6andor, 
who by the orders of their matters fet fire 
to the wood in which they lay concealed $ 
attempting, by this aS ot cruelty, meanly 
to avenge on thefe poor fugitives the death 
of his kindred, and the lofs of hi^ Zimeen- 
dary. Captain Percy, for this was the name 
of my amiable gueil, fled with the reft ; 
being overpowered by fatigue, and alarm- 
ed by the yells of the tiger, he reiblved to 
climb a tree for fafety, and there to remain 
until he could put himfelf under the protec- 
tion of a Hindoo. The tree he attempted 
had been one left almofl cut by my fer- 
vants, but who had neglected to pull it 
down ; it unfortunately gave w^ay to the 
preiTure, and occafioned the fatal accident 
I have already mentioned. 

Thou knoweft, O Maandaara, how my 
mind has thirfled after knowledge. Thou 
knoweft with what ardour I have ever per- 
formed my Pc^k Serafwatee"^ y and that at 
an age when few young men have read the 
Beids of the Shatter f, I had not only 

* Worfhip o( Serafwatee, the God<Uls of Leturfr 
•f Scripiuie of ihe Hindoos. 

B5 
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ftudied the facr^d pages, bat had pen3{e<J 
eyery famous writing in ilie Shanfciit Ian- 
giiage. 

The acquilitioa of the Perfie tongue 
opened to me a door of knowledge whicb 
I was not flow to enter. Hiftory, for fome 
time, became my favourite ftudy. feut 
*what did the hiftory of ftates and empires 
prefent to my view ? Alas ! what, but the 
wealcnefs and the guih c^ mankind } I be- 
held the .IWy whom fortune had unhappily 
placed in view ©if the giddy eminences of 
life^ putting the leifus of atobition into the 
bloody hand of cruelty, lafh through tor- 
rents of perfidy and /laughter, till, perhaps, 
overthrown in their career, they were 
trampled on by others who w^erc running 
the fame guilty race ; or if they furvivea 
to reach the goal they aimed at, living bun 
to breathe the air of difappointment, and 
then drop into the fea of oblivion. Such 
is the hiftory of the ifew whofe guilty pafl 
fions, and atrocious deeds have raifed 
them to renown, and to whom the ftupid 
multitude, the willing inftruments of theif 
ambition, the prey of their avarice, and 
the fport of their pride, have given the ap- 
pellation of heroes. 

To the great body of the people J never 
coiild perceive that it made any difference 
wtK) it was that held the icorpion whip of 
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oppreffion,- ars mto whatever hknd u was 
by them conveyed, they were equally cer- 
tain of feeling the feverity of its fting. 
Meditating on thefe things, the deep figh 
of defpondency has burft from my hearts 
Can it be, faid I to myfelf, that the omni- 
potent and eternal Ruler of the univerfe 
fiioald create fuch multitiides for no other 
purpofe but to 1 well the triumphs of a fel- 
low mortal, whofe glory rifes in proport 
tion to the mifery he inflifts: upon the hu- 
man race ? Surely, by what I learn from 
the aftibns of the princes of the earth, 
virtue is a &adow, and the love of it, 
which I have heretofore cheriflied in my 
breaft, is nothing but the ilkfive phantom 
. of a dream r 

By converfing with my EngliQi gueft I 
got a different view of human nature. 
Through the medium of the Perfic litera- 
ture it appeared univerfally darkened by 
depravity. In the hiftory of Europe it af- 
liimea a milder form.. In Europe man has 
not always, as in Afia, been: degraded by 
fiavery, or corrupted by the poffeffion oH 
defpotic power. Whole nations have tAere 
acknowledged the rights of human nature, 
and while they did fo, have attained to the 
fummit of true glory. The Romans, whom 
%he Perfian * writers reprefent aa the law- 

* See Richurdfon's IntroduAion to the Fejfiah 
Diftionarj. 
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]e(s invaders, aod iearleis conquerors &P 
the world; and the Greeks whom they 
load with every opprobrium, were in fa^ 
nations of heroes. Spuming the chain of 
flavery, they wifely thought that humaa 
nature was too imperfed to be oitmfted 
with unlimited authority; while they per- 
formed Poojah to the Goddels of Liberty, 
their hearts were enlsfrged by the poifem- 
on of every virtue. She taught them the 
art of. vi^ory ; ftrengthened their nerves 
in the day of battle ; and, when they re- 
turned from the field of conqueft, Ihe gave 
fweetnefs to the. banquets of fimplicity, 
and rendered poverty honourable by her 
fmiles. At length. Wealth and Luxury, 
the enemy of the Goddefs, catered their 
dominions, and enticied the people from 
the worfhip of Liberty; who offended 
by their infidelity, entirely forfook their 
country, making Happinefs and Virtue the 
companion of her flight. On a re-exami- 
nation of the conduft of thefe illuftrious 
herpes, who, while their nation perform- 
ed Pooiah to Liberty, had gained the fum- 
mit of famet Percy pointed out to my 
view many imperfe<3ions, which while my 
•breaft was inflamed by the firft ardour of 
admiration, had efcaped my notice. The 
love of Liberty itfelf, that glorious plari 
as he called it> which if properly cultivated 
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never fails to produce the fruits of virtue, 
fptutig not (be faid) in the Grecian, or the 
Romaa breaft, from the pure foil of uui- 
verfal benevolence, but from the rank roots 
of pride and felfiflinefs. It never there- 
fore extended to embrace the human race. 
This perfeflion of virtue was unknown in 
the world, till taught by the religion of 
Ghrift. This laft affertion of Percy's, ap- 
pealed to me as a prejudice unfounded in 
truth. But fuch as ever the hafty conclu- 
iions of ignorance. I had been taught to 
believe that the pure do£lrine of benevo- 
lence, and mercy, was unknown to all but 
the favoured race of Brahma, that the 
Chriftian faith like that of the Muifulmans, 
was a narrow fyftem of fuperftitious adhe- 
rence to the wudeft prejudices, engender- 
ing hatred, and encouraging mercilefs pro^ 
fecution againft all who differed from them. 
Nothing can be more erroneous than this 
idea of Chriftianity. By the indulgence 
of my Englifh friend I was favoured with 
the perufal of th^ Chriftian Shafter*. The 
precepts it cootams, are fimple, pure, and 
powerful, all addreffed to the heart ; and 
calculated for reftorit^ the univerfal peace 
and happinefs which has been baniflxed 

* Scripturefl 
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ftotti the earth, fince the diys of the Sot- 
tee Jogue f . . ' 

The love of liberty in a people who are 
taught .by the ifantiamental precepts of 
their Shafter, * to do to others as they 
would have othws. do to them/ rifes 
abfove the taarmw fpirk bf fyfifiinefs. and 
^xtchdeth ro6mbra!ce the huinanracte! Be- 
hevolerit pebttlte t^f England 1 it is their 
'd^fire, that ail fhouM be bartakers of th« 
faftebleflihg of liberty, wnifch theythem- 
felves enjby. tt wi*s doubtlefs with this 
gibrioils view, that they fent fotth tofbnies 
to eniighttto, and itftruft> the vaft regions 
of Attiferita. I'd diiBTeinldate the love of 
virtue and freedom, they tultivated the 
ttabF-Atlatltic iltes : and to t^efcue our na- 
tibn from the hands of the oppreflbr, did 
this brave, and generous peopte vifit thfe^ 
jfhores of tlindoftan ? 

t The Age of purity. Hie Hindoos re'ctoft tKte 
^oralioti oFtKe world by foar jogucs, or diftindl 
iages. Tht Sot tee Jogue, or age of purity, ip faid 
to have lafted 3,200,000 years, when th^ life of man 
is iaid to have extended to ioo,coo years. The 
Tirtah jogue, or age Sn which one third df than- 
Irind were reprobaft, whith confiJted of 2,400,000 
jr«ars. The Dwaper Jogue, in which one half of the 
human race became depraved, endured 1,600,000 
years. And the Collee Jogue, in which all man- . 
Icind are corrupted, -fe the prefefit era. See Haihed's 
Ge&too Laws. 
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Tiou may ijaiagine how defirous I wad 
V) becbme acquainted with fonie parti- 
culars concerniDg the form of government, 
laws, and manners, of this highly favoured 
fiatioQ. Ptovided ^he abbve particulars 
are true, k fe of courfe to expeft, that they 
muft all be formed after the model of per« 
2e2iion ; and fuch, according to my con- 
ception of the accounts of Percy, they 
undoubtedly are. 

It having pleafed Brahma to create theni 
all of one caft, among them are no dif- 
kin^ions,. but fuch as are the reward of 
Tirtue. It is not there as tb the profligate 
court of Delhi, where great riches, a fup* 
pie adherence to the miniller, l^nd a bale 
and venal approbation of the meafures of 
the court can lead to titles and difiin£iion. 
INo. In England, the honours of nobility 
are invariably beftowed according to in^ 
trinfic merit. The title and privileges of 
thefe heroes of the firft clafs, defcend to 
their children. We may well fiippofe 
what. care is beftowed on the education of 
thefe youtig nobles, whofe minds are 
moulded into wifdom, at Univerfities in- 
ftituted for the purpofe. Where vice and 
folly are tf//>^ unknown: and where the 
faculties of a young man, might havfe as 
great a chance, of getting leave to ruft in 
ignors^nce, as to be loft in diffipatkoi! 



( 16 ) 

From thefe feminaries of virtue, they are 
called to the Senate of the nation ; where 
they debate with all the gravity, and the 
intereft, that might be expeded from their 
early habits of ferious thought, and deep 
inveftigation. The fons of the King, at 
an early age, take their feats in that tri- 
bunal, from whofe decifion there lies no 
appeal. As their example is fuppofed 
to anitaate the young Nobility, it may 
well be imagined how wife, learned, grave, 
and pious, thefe princely youths muft be : 
their anions are doubtlefs the mirrors of 
decorum, and their lips the gates of wif- 
dbm! 

The equality of human beings in the 
fight of God, being taught bv their relir 
gion, it is a fundamental maxim oFtheir 
policy, that no laws are binding, which 
do not obtain the confent of the people. 
All laws are therefore iffucd by the lanfiion ' 
of their reprefentatives ; every feparate 
diftrift, town, and community, chooiinfif 
from among themfelves, the perfons moft 
diftinguilhed, for j^ieiVy wijdoniy learning, 
and integrity y impart to therii the power of 
afting in the name of the whole. 

About four hundred of thefe eminent 
men, each of whom to all the requifites 
of a Hindoo magiftrate *, unites the 

• Ttis oi^ined that • the m^giftrate ihall keep. 
* in fubjeAion to himfcif his X:^, Anger^ jtvarkif 
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tnowledge of a Chriftian philofophef;, 
formed what is termed the third eftate. 

Uniofluenced by the favour of party, un- 
contaminated by the bafe motives of ava- 
rice or 'ambition, they pttrfue with fteady 
fteps the path of equity, and have nothing 
fo much at heart as the public welfare. 
No war can be engaged in, and no taxes 
impofed, but by the confent of thcfe pa- 
triotic chiefs. Judge then, my friend, how 
light the burden muft be, that is laid on 
hy thefe reprefentatives, tbefc brothers of 
the people. Neither can fuch men as thcfc 
be inftrunfental in fending war, with all 
its attendant miferies, into the nations of 
the earth : all of whom they are taught 
by their Shafler to confidcras brethren. 
In Afia we behold the gory monfter, ever 
ready to ftalk forth with deftruflivc ftride 
at the voice of ruthlels tyranny, but in Eu- 
rope, Princes are the friends of peace, and 
the fathers of their people. 

* Folly, Drmkenne/s^nniPriJecht^jvhoaainot'ktep 

* ihefe pafiioos under his own fubjediori, how fhall 

* he be able to nourifh andinflrud the people? Kei- 

* tker ihaU he be fcduced by the pleafurcs of the 

* thace, nor be addi<f^ed to plaj, nor always employ- 
ed in dancing, iinging, and playing on mufical in- 

' firuments. Nor tbafl he go to any place without 
a caufe, nor difpraife any perfon without knowing 
his faults, nor ioall he envy another perfon 's fupe- 

* rior merit, iior fhall fay that fuch perfons as are 

* men of capacity are men of no capacity, &c.' Se^ 
Code of Gentoo Laws, page 5 s. 
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* Many cif -odr PiinditBb^vc codictoplafei 
with aftot^i&inent, the anioac^ties that luxe 
artfea aAiOBg the follovrer s ci the Arabiaa 
prophet, on account of the difierent inier- 
pretationfi given by their* Imaams to cer- 
tain paflages of the Koran ; forget tiDg that 
ihe Sapreme Being ddighteth in varia:y, 
and that He wh6 hath not formed, any t^o 
objeds in his vaft creation exactly fimilar, 
took doubtlefs no Icfs caife npon the forma- 
tion of the bumah mind, perceiveth with 
delist the contrarieties of opinien iim^g 
men. They have cari^i^fd their prefurnp- 
tioD fo &r, that oHe f6& bath dared to 
conceive hatred and ill will againft ano- 
ther, for not viewing )every dark pafi^e 
in the wntings of their Prophet, ^sidiy ia 
the jame light ! How difiei^ent is the cife 
with the Chriftia'n t Tlieigrtat FouEfder.of 
their religion having lisft fcvery man at li- 
berty, totihoofe the form of worfliip which 
he finds beft calculated to excke, and to. 
exprefs fentiments of devotion, they each 
attach tbemfelvesio the form moft agr^e- 
able to their owil minds, alloT?ving the lame 
liberty to others, and convinced that all 
are equally acceptable to the Deity, who 
acquiefee in his laws, and obey his cojto- 

* See Pfelimitiary t)ifcoiirfe of the Bramins, cm- 
ployed by Mr. Hafilngs in the Pootee^ or compilati- 
on of the ordinations of the Pundits. — Gen too Laws. 



Vnandments. In the dommibns of tLfe 
Mulfulmain^, -thotigh all fefls are permitfed 
lo live, it is*c»c feft aloise (the orthodox*) 
*liat is inveftcd with power, or entruftcd 
with a^tliortty. Biit amorig Ghriftiaris 
what fed exifts, that would accept of the 
Tttioft beneficial diflindlidns, on. terms fo 
contrary to the fpirit of their Gofpel ? 
No. All fefls eqnal in the eye of Hca- 
ven, ihuft needs, by the wife and virta- 
ous Legiflators of this happjr country, 
be admitted into an equal en|oy«icnt of 
every iright, and efM^ry privilege. Thjc 
•Priefts of thfeir iteli^n are, as their cha- 
n&€ts are fully fet fojrth in Aeir Shaftei', 
•xxien who ddfpife the adventitious advan- 
^ages of r'anic and forttin*, who rtgard rto 
^iftittaidhstnthfc»ir flock, but Ae diftfcai- 
• oris feiifing from internal WoVtb, and iioitritj- 
fic goodnefs 5 iiot thirftirig after Worldly 
honours; not -given to luxury j ftrangersto 
avarice and pride. Having no bitteitiefs 
againft thofe who differ frdm them in opi- 
nion, animofity, ftrife, or wrath, is never 
heard of among thefe holy meii, who, in 
the language of their Shafter, ' pafs through 
things temporal, only mindful of thofe 
which are eternal.' Although my unwea- 



* See the Hedaya or Commentary on the Mufful- 
man Laws. 



( 20 ) 

ried application to the ftady of the Englifli 
language, enables me to read a few pa& 
fages in that tongue, it is to thie Arabic 
copy of thofe b(x>ks of the Sbafter, called 
Goipels, to which I am indebted for the 
accuracy of my information. 

Not prefuming to lift the veil of myt 
tcry, with which fome paifages are en- 
veloped (a prefumption, which in a ftran- 
ger would be equally unpardonable and 
unbecoming) Ipafs over whatever appears 
to be myfterious, with the raoft profoond 
refpeft* But that Power^ which taught 
me to fweep from my heart the duft rf 
prejudice, taught me alfo to pay homage 
to excellence, wherever it might be found. 
In the precepts of the Chriftian Shafter, I 
behold the grandeur of fublimity, and the 
ffiiiplicity of truthv . There is one particu- 
lar fo novel; fo peculiar j fo repugnant to 
the univerfally received opinions of man- 
kind; that it confidcrably excited my afto- 
niftiment. In the revelation beftowed upon 
the Ghriftians, women are confidered iil 
the light of rational beings! free agents! 
In fliort, as a moiety of the human fpecies; 
whofe foul are no lefs precious in the eye 
of the Omnifcient than that of the proud 
lords of the creation ! What can be more 
extraordinary ? 

The inferiority of women appears fo ef- 
tablifhed by the laws of nature, and has 
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been fo invariably inculcated, by all thele- 
giflators fent to Brahma to enlighten the 
eight coriiers of the world, that it feems 
altogether incomeftible. It is true, that 
our divine laws (incomparable in wifdom!) 
do not, lite the laws of the Muffulmans, 
abfolutely exclude women from the parti- 
cipation of bappinefs in a future ftate, it 
being written in the Shafler, * that a wO" 
man, ^ivho burns herfelf with her hujband, 
Jhall liiffi with bim irk Parad^e three crore 
and fjty lacks of years.^ But even in this 
cafe, it is contefted by the Pundits, that 
her admifiion into Paradife, depends on 
her hulband-s title to an entrance into that 
ftate of felicity. Uncertain tenor ! pre- 
carious depcndance I on which a poor wo- 
man commits herfelf to the flames! Wife- 
ly did our lawgivers ordain, that ignorance 
and lubmiffion ihould be the ornaments of 
women ; feeing how much the privilege of 
enquiry, might have difquieted their re- 
pofcl 

Chrtftian women are more fortunate; / 
they may enjoy Heaven without the com- ' 
pany of their hufbands! Throughout the. 
Chriftian Shafter, they are exalted to per- 
feft equality with man. They are confi- 
dered as occupying a flation of equal dig- 
nity, in the intelligent creation; and as 
being equally accountable, for ibe ufe they 
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nK(ke of the gift of reafon, and the moni- 
tioas of confcience. Wh^^ care! what 
P^ias ! Jimft WjQ the^ conclqdie to b^ bef- 
tpw^d.by Cliriftwns, on the formation o£ 
t|[ejemale mind ?. * As. the beaqis of the^ 
moon kindles the flowcrsof the Ofhadi,. 
fp/ fays the pbilofppher, * doth ejducation 
expand the bloffonis of iatjBlljgence,' 
Wl^ece women are defiined tp be under 
no controul bpt that of reafon, upder no 
Feftraint, &ve the abiding confcioufnefs oi 
the fear<?hingeye of Omnipotence, of what 
vaft impprtanpe mnft their education ap* 
pear, in the eyes aS the enlightened. 
Accor4i(3g vv;e. find that feminaries of fe- 
male inftfu^ion, called Boarding-fchools 
are in England upiverfally efiabliihed; 
where, by what I can learn, the improve- 
ment of ^e upderl^anding is as fuccefsiully 
atteoded to, and eveiy folidj aijd ufrfbl 
acconipliihment a^ fully attained, as are 
the fevi^re morals pf Chnftianity, by their 
brothers at the univerfity. When the fe* 
ipales of England have completed their 
education in thefe feats of fcicnce, thefe 
nurferiee of wifdom, they come forth like 
the mother of Kriftina, the torch of reafon 
enlightening their minds, and the ftaff of 
knowledge fupporting their virtue! In 
that enlightened country, a wife Js the 
friend of her hufband. Motives of efteem 
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iufluenoe the choice of both ; for there wo- 
mJKB are at lihcrty to choofe, or to rejed 
offers of marriage, and educated as they 
are, we may well fuppofe how wifely they 
wilj alws^ys choofe J By thcii: religioD, 
men are prohibited from haviag more than 
oae wife at a. time, which at firft view will 
doubtlefs app^r a hardfhip in yof>r eyes : 
but if you coofider what an endlefe fpurcq 
of difquict,, the quarrels, jealouiQiie^ apd 
firiies(, anuwgout wives frequtq^ly pro* 
4uce^ you wiU perhaps acknp)i^]^4g6> t^^ 
to leffen the Dumber h noii Tq ^rea( a qiis- 
fortune. 

What I have faid: coacemiug tfe^ culti- 
vation o£ the.female underilandip|j> will 
perhaps,' appear ridiculous in your eyes ; 
but take tliefollowiog proof of the vera- 
city of .my aflertion. One day that I had 
been ftudying the Shatter of my Englifti 
:g«eft, I perceived^ written in fair aud le- 
gible, charafibers, upon the ftrftileaft thefe 
words ^ 'The parting gift of Charlotte 
Percy to the moll belowd of bpotbers/ I- 
carried the book to my.friend, who was 
ftill coniined to his couch, and afked hina 
if Charlotte was the name of hig brother ? 
He anfwered with a fmile, thajt Charlpttc 
was the name of bis dear and apiiablp 
fifter. * Your filler P repeated I, y^iih 
aftonifliment, * Can it be, that in your 
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country a womaa is permitted to touch the 
Shafter ? or, are women taught to write? 
It cannot be. Such things arc not proper 
for women.' He replied^ that my fur- 
prife was occafioned, by having alwavs 
been accuftom.ed, to behold the fex in tnc 
degrading ftate of fubjedion. A ftate, 
which, wherever it prevails, fubdues the 
vigour, and deftroys the virtue of the hu- 
man mind. Man, heobferved, received 
from oature no paiSon fo power&l as the 
love of tyranny. This, the fuperiority of 
bodily ftrength, had enabled him to ezer- 
cife over the weaker part of his fpecies, 
with uncontrouled fway. In proportion 
as fociety advanced in civilization, the ad-, 
vantages of reafon over bodily ftrength pre- 
vailed, and the pafficxis received from the 
fetters of reftraint a degree of poliih,^ 
which if it did not change their nature, 
rendered them lefs di%uftingly ferocious. 
The wife of a Hindoo, continued he, is 
from this caufe tilsated with more refped, 
and enjoys a much greater degree of liber- 
ty and happinefs, than the wife of an un- 
tutored Afgan. But itns not in the nature 
of man, to relinquifh claims (b flattering to 
bis pride; and the innate love of the ezer- 
cife of defpotic authority, mufi have for 
ever kept the female fex in a ftate of fub- 
jefiion, had not the powerful mandate of 
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EeKgion, ibapped their chains. This, the 
religion received by the Chriftians has fol- 
ly accomplifhed : and to Ihcw you how 
much it Is in the power of education to 
iiiTprove the female mind, continued my 
friend, I Ihall tranflate, for your perufai, 
fome of the letters of that fifter, whofe 
name is written in the leaf of the book you 
are now reading. According to this pro- 
mife, my excellent friend tranflated for 

ne, fcTCT^l pieces both inpiofe aad mfe i 

prefenting me at the fame time with co- 
pies of the originals, that I might compare 
them together. By that which I h^ve en. 
clofed for your fatisfa'ftion, you will per- 
ceive, that the fifter of Percy has not only 
learned to read, and write, but is in a 
confiderable degree capable of thinking. 
Nurf^ m folitude, ftie in early youth took 
delight, to firing the pearls of poetry, t 
fend you one of the firft of thefe gems of 
fancy ; which, though it-boafts not the ra- 
diant brilliancy of the Diamond, js pleafing 
as the varying Opal, and foft as the luftre 
of the green emerald. It was written after 
having refufed an invitation to a party, of 
pleafure, on account of her dqty to an aged 
uncle, who had adopted her as his daugh- 
ter, and of whom ihe fpeaks, with the lan- 
guage of filial affe<JJion. Let it be read 
with candour, for it is the offspring of 
Vol. L C 
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youth ; with inddgence, for it is the tri- 
bute of gratitude i 



BLEST be tKefe rural glens, thefe flowery glades^ 
The loved retreats of innocence and joy : 

Content's fweet voice is heard beneath tjieic fliade* ; 
Her quiet feat no wild wifh dases annoy* 

Dear to my heart h this ftquefter'd fcenc^ 
By liberal nature deck'd in robes fo gay : 

O'er all my foul fhe breathes her fweej§.ifix.en^. . _ 
A* m Wjt wnlLf I tske delight to flray. 

'Twas her fweet hand that ftrew'd this bank with 
flowers ; 

She bendA thefe pfiers o'er the chryftal flream ; 
She twiner the woodbines round thefe leafy bbwecs: 

Jmd liirns.that rofe-bud to the morning'^ beam. 

•From her, fweet Goddeij}, here in youth, I drew 

Spirits as light as airy fancy's wing : 
*Twas hefe I mark*d each glowing tint fhe threw 

On the fair bofom-of the opening fpring. 

And ftiall I leave her? leave her lov'd retreat? 

For fcenes vv*he»e Art^ier raiinic power diiplays, 
Tor the falfe pleafures of the, gay and great; 

J^ride's empty boall, and Splendor's nriidnighf 
■t)laze. ' 

.Can Pride, can Splendor's moft triumphant hour. 

Give any pieafure to the breaft fo dear. 
So c^-^llifite, as is the coufcious power 
j& vjeneraUcjiareni'^ days to cheer? 
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Ah{ tKen, from thee, my guardian, and my friend. 
Let uever vagrant wifh prefume to ftraj; 

But on my fteps let filial love attend, 
Gently to footh thy life's declining day. 

Can I forget what to thy love T ow'd ? 

Forget ihy goodaefs to my orphan flate? 
Forget the boons thy tendernefs bcftow'd ? 

Or thy unchanged affcdion's early date ? 

When my lov'd fa f her prefs'd his early bier, 
(Frona which, alas f nor youth, npr love could 
lave) 

And when ray widow'd mother (doom fevere !) 
Viftim of forro vv J funk into the grave.. 

Thy care a more than father's care fupplled, 
Thjbreaft a more than (cither's fondnefs knew. 

Led by thy hand, or chcrith'd at thyjidei 
My infant years in fprighiiy pleafures flew\ 

No frown from thee reprefs'd the harmlefs joy, 
Noliarfh reproof repellM the lively thought. 

Pleas'd, 'thou couldft fmile on childhoods iimpleil 
toy. 
And fay, ' no pleafures were fo cheaply bought/ 

Can I forget the partner of thy cares ? 

Whofe kind attention form'd my early youth ; 
Or with what care ihe watch'd my^ tender years; 

And ia life's morning, fow*d the feeds of truth ? 

""Twas her inftrudions, pious, prudent, wife. 
Taught rae the virtues that adorn our ^ex-; 

Its huiableft duties bade me not defpife^ 
£ut wfe fui>erior to its weak defeds; 
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Taught me ta fcorn mean Pride's malign^t faeer. 
The tale calumnious, cautious to receive,. 

To Mifery*s voice to turn a willing ear ; 
Its woes to pity, or its wants xeKevei 

Taught me on pinre Devotion's wings to rife 
To the unfeen, fupreme, eternal Power; 

Whofe works an equal theme of psaife fiipplies, 
in heav 'n's iVarrd caocave, or earth's bomtieft 
flower. 

If c*cr ittjF breaii with love of virtue glow'd* 
Or ardent Ibught the Mufes' hallowM fhrbe, 

To thee my dawning tafle its culture ow'd; 
£ach high-bora 'fentinxent, dearftade, wasrthiae. 

Oh! if thy fainted fpirit hovers.near. 
With fmiles benign my filial vows approve: 

Vows, like thy coodudl', axtlef?, and nncere* 
Pure as thy faith, and ipodeis as thy love. 

]^ut tee 1 where comes o^^encrable'fiie, 
Wyh chcer&i air, and looks ferenely £agr- : 

He comes talead me to the focial fire» 
To warn me of the dews of parting daj; 

1 come, my more than fethcr t beft df friend*! 

Dear, good old mafi -, how gowl, how.dear to me^ 
Beyond thy life, .for me no hope extends. 

Ji^ cemfori, and my pea^e, expi» with thee* 



Thus far did Zaarmilla write to bis 
friend Maandaara, by the S^tc who pe- 
liftied ill the fwelliugs of the ^ Jumna. 
Captain Percy had beca then five months 
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under the ftiadow of mv rooF; the fkill 
of the Ai^an had not oeen fufficient to 
join the fraSured bcme; fo that great 
pain was inflidled upon him. I had often 
attempted to get an account of his fituatibn 
tranfmitted to the Englifli camp, but with- 
out fuccefs. The troops of the Afgans 
furroimded me, and the danger of dif- 
covering to them that an Englilh officer 
was in their power obliged me to aft with 
the utmoft circumfpefiion. At length, 
in the month Affen (Oflober) t^e treaty 
was concluded between the Khan of Ram- 
porc, and the great powers. I befonght 
and obtained leave from Fyzoola Khan to 
go myfelf to the camp of the Engli(h, 
ivhxch was yet at the foot of the moun- 
tains. Captain Percy, weakened by the 
langonr of difeafe, and finking under the 
preQnre of inceflant pain, revived at my 
propofal : the big tear gliftcned in his eye, 
andfpreifinflr my hand oetw<;en his^, God 
fhall blefe mee, my dear Zaarmilla, cried 
he, the God of Heaven fhall blefs thee for 
thy kindaefs to me. In contemplating the 
appro/tching diffolution of my being, un- 
maken confidence in the mercies of my 
God and Saviour fupport nfiy fonl. Death 
has for me no tenors ; but methinks it 
vrould brightai the dark pafTage that leads 
to it, could I again behold any of m]/ for- 
mer friends, and countrymen; their ac- 



c-TX's xiOQid foften to my fifler the tid- 
:r.:;5 cf an cvcnr that will pierce her fool, 
^he knows not the goodoels of Zaarmilla j 
5cd will ocly imagice to herfelf the figure 
of her d} iog brother, eiipiring among Aran- 
gers. 

Could (he be aSbred, how ofien my fuf- 
ferings have been alleviated by the balm 
of lympaihy, and how much the endear- 
icg leniibiliiies of coi/lial friendfhip have 
lefielhed my foul, it would be a folace to 
her aflBidioo. 

He wrote as much as ftrength would 
petmir, to a Britifh cflRcer, who was bis 
pariicular fiiend, and eoclofiug it in a few 
iiQes to the commacdcr in chid^ delivered 
it into my bands. 

I purfued my journey to the foot of the 
r.K^untains^ auended only by a fmall re- 
j inue. When we^ reached the place of 
our deftination, we had the mortificatioi . 
to find that it h^d^ been for fome timd 
abandoned by the Euglifli, who were on 
their march down the country* I did not 
hefitaie to follow them; though, being 
unufed to. travel, I wiis pyertakea by fa- 
tigue, and annoyed by the rains, which be- 
gan at this time to. fet in with great vio- 
lence. .. 

After a tedious atiddifagi:eeable journey, 
I at lepgth reached' Rharagaut, where the 
Englifti army, at the requeft of the Vifier> 
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had for foine trine halted. I wa? received 
by the commander with the eye of kind- 
nefs, and recommended by him to his offi- 
cers, with the voice of praife. The chief 
to whom captain Percy had written, W'cl- 
comed me in the warmth of friend (hipy 
and beftowed upon my condudl unremitted 
eulogium. ♦ ^ 

Soon as"- my limbs had recovered from 
the wearlnefs of fetiguc, this Saib, and ano- 
ther dear, and intimate friend of the un-^ 
fortunate PercyX who was deeply fkilled 
in the fcience of medicine, purpofcd re- 
lilrning v/iih me, in order to fohcc, arid 
•if poiTible to reftore the amiable youth. 
The radnS'Cominiied to defcend ; but the fpi- 
ritof truefricndfhip rifcs fuperior to cvtrv 
obft'acle. We carried with us the good^ 
wifties'of an hoft of friends, and, fapponetl 
by hope, accomplilhed oar journey in iafci} . 

From the accounts I had comnianicated 
concerning the fituation of our friend, dw- 
tor Denbeigh, the friend on v^hofi^ know- 
ledge in the healing art, his brother officers 
placed fo much reliance, had pronouinced 
grea^ hopes concerning him ; hopes which 
infpir^* the alacrity of cheerfulnefs. Alas ! 
as the bk)od-ftained tiger of the foreft 
ruflies on the timid fawn, who, unconfci- 
ous of his prefence, fports within the reach 
of his ferociotjs grafp, fo doth calamity 
• dart upon the chcriihed hope of mortals. 
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When we approached my dwelling, the 
Khanfaman, under whofe particular care I 
had left niy friend, came out to meet us. 
His eyes were heavy with the tears of 
grief» and his whole deportment was mack* 
ed by the prcffure oi recent forrow. I 
was afraid to queftion him, left his an* 
fwer Ihould bereave me of hope ; but at 
length my tongue articulated Percy's name. 
Alas ! my fears were juft. The pur^ fpi- 
lit had fled from its corporeal conEnement 
to the boundlefs expanfion of infinity. 
Three days had elapfed fince the body, de- 
ferted by its celeftial inhabitant, had been 
committed to the womb of earth ; I vifi- 
ted the duft which covered it, and ga^ve 
vent lo the grief thatoppreffed my foul. 
The friends of Percy united their tears with 
mine : they were the purcoiBferin j of friend- 
Ibip flowing from hearts of fincerity. Af- 
ter we had iadulged the firft impuKes of 
grief, the Khanfaman prefented us with the 
papers which our friend had configned to 
bis care. Thefe were a fealed packet, di- 
rected to his lifter, a letter to his Englifii 
friend, with dire£lioDs concerning J^is e& 
&£l$, and an epiftletome, written with 
the pen of affedion. To me he bequeath- 
ed, as a token of his love, the little flirill- 
volced monitor, whofe golden tongue pro^ 
claims the lapfe of time, called in Engliih 
a repeating watch, his fifter's pifture^ toge- 
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ther with all the manufcripts of her writ- 
ii^gf -Ms Englifli Shafter^ and, m ihort, 
all^ tfiK was about his perfon when I bad 
the happUiefs of receiving him under my 
roof. I have fince peruied with care the 
precious relics of this amiable young man. 
In the leaves of his pocket-book were 
written many valuable remarks, fome of 
which had evident^ been depofited there 
but a (hort time before the Angel of Death 
arreiled the hand which wrote them. A- 
moDg his loofe papers were feveral pages 
entitled, * Thoughts on the Prevalence of 
Infidelity ;' in which the names of Hume, 
Bolingbroke, and Voltaire, frequently oc- 
cur. It will oblige me if you enquire of 
the Immaum Yufeph Ib'n Medi for fome 
information eoncernincf thefe men'; who> I 
make no doubt, are of the fed of Hanbal, 
againft whofe opinions the Muffulman 
doctors lb bitterly inveigh. What makes 
me certain they are not Chriftians is, that 
from what Percy has faid concerning their 
opinions, it is evident that thefe unhappy 
then are unconfcious of the precious fpark 
rf immortality which glows within their bo- 
foms. Nay, fo much they are inflated by 
vanity, fo iiifatuated by the fpirit of pride, 
as to utter words of arrogance with the 
tongue of prefumption ; faying, that men 
ought not to believe in the fupreme Inhe- 
ritor of eternity. 

C 5 
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Our departed friend <:oncludes hte re- 
marks upon thefe people, in the follawing 
words : 

* Ye who are fo keen to diffeminate 
the baneful principles of infidelity, did 
ye know what it is to watch the flow, but 
fteady; fteps of death ; to behold his ap- 
proach in the filencc of folitude, where 
the whifpers of vanity are unheard, and 
the fmallJliU voice of confcience alone 
i'peaks audibly to the foul, ye would not, 
Ibrely, be fo rafhly forward, to dafh from 
the lips of a. fellow mortal the cordiaj 
draught of hope, and to offer in its Head, 
ihe bitter cup of doubt, uncertainty, and 
defpair! 

' The principles of religioa, are fo cofi* 
genial to the human mind, that I am 
convinced they would almoft always re- 
main permauent, was it not for th« adveo- 
litiops prejudices, with which the pure and 
fimple dodrines of Chriftianity are fo en- 
.tangled, by the zealous adherents of every 
feft, and party. 

* 'Of all my contemporairies, they have 
ever been the fpremoft to throw off the 
reftraints of religion, who have been what 
is termed moJlJlri8ly educated \ but who 
never had any religious ' fentiments im- 
preffed upon their minds, diftind from the 
particular dogmas of their refpeiiive fe£l§. 
With thefe dogmas their ideas of the truth 



(35) 

of Chiiftiaaity wereinfeparably combiaed; 
and when they afterward came to mingle 
with the world, and found their prejudices 
untenable againft the attack of argument, 
the force of reafon, or the fneer of ridi- 
cule, the whole fabric of their faith was 
fliaken to the foundation. Bleffed be the 
memory of the parent who inftruded me ; 
whole care k was to imprefs upon my 
mind the ftrideft principles, with the moft 
liberal opinions. In her eyes the mode of 
worlhip was nothing ; the fpirit from which 
it proceeded was ctvery thiiag/ 

* My feelings tell me that the lamp oflife 
is nearly exhaufted. Never more ftiall I 
behold the face of a friend. . No. lifter'* 
friendly hand to fmooth my pillow, or to 
footh my foul with the tender accents of 
affedlion. My impatience for the plea- 
fure of feeing • my friend Grey, has de- 
prived me of the comfort I have hitherto 
received from the cdnfoling fympathy, and , 
unremitting kinduefs^ of the amiable Hin- 
doo. 

^ Remote from country, friends, and all 
that my heart has. been ^^ccuftomcd to kold 
dear; — but what, in a moment like this, 
could friends or country do for me ? what, 
but to * point the parting anguifti/ I am 
ftot alone* Na The ever-prcfent God 
is with me ; and his comforts fupport my 
fod. Often in the hour of health, have I 
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repeated with raptnre the lines of the poet: 
and DOW I am called to be an evidence of 
their truth.' 

** SkouU fate command me to the fartheft verge 
0£ Uu l^xetn earth, to diftant barbarous <Umea, 
Kivers unknown to fong; where firft the fun 
CiUs Indian mountainy, or hir fettfng beam 

,riames on th' Atlantic ifles; 'tis nought to me: 

.' Since God is eve? prcfcnt, ever feh, 

• in the void wafte a$ in the city full, 
And where His fpirit breathes there muft be joy, ' 
When e'en, at laft, the iblemn hour fhall come 
And wing my myftic flight to future worWs 
1 cheerful will obey ; rbere, with new powers 
.Will rifing wonders ling. I cannot go 
Where univcrfal love not fmiles around*.'* 

Such, O ! Maandaara, was the coaclu- 
fion of the life of this European, His two 
friends abode with me for a few days, and 
departed, loaded with every mark of my 
friendftiip and eftcem. I was no fooner 
left alone, than melancholy took pofleflion 
of my mind. The converfation of Cap- 
tain Percy gave light to my foul; it was 
at an end ; and darkneis again furrocnded 
me. 

The Rajah of Ldldong, and his bro- 
ther, the Zimeendar, heard of my afflic- 
tion, and came to comfort me. Alas! 
they weie both too &11 of their own con- 

^ As Zaarmilla was unable to proceed &rther in 
the tranflatioii. \te have thought proper to fill up 
the blank with what we imagine to have been the 
jpoetical pafiage alluded to by Captain Percy. 
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ceriis, to take any part m die grief Urhidi 

filled my heart Bi the late caiamitsea of 

our nation, tli^ir lands had been lairaged by 

f lie troopa of the Vifien The proteAiiig 

hmd ot the £ngltfii, had not been aide to 

fare their viltages firoai the ratfatefr hand 

of the defi^oyer } and tbeir Ryois were con* 

fequently umble to nay their reata. I 

lifteoed to the ftory of their diftreffea mth 

concern, and fadd ail in my powerto com« 

fertthem. A fecond, aiul a third time, 

they repeated the particulats of their grieir* 

ances; aod thougn they both nfoallyfpoke 

at once, ftitl I lifteoed wifth patience. But 

when I found them obftioately periift in 

cherifliing the feelings of felMi regret for 

their owif paiticular mi^fertcnes, while the 

miferies of thouiands, who on the fame 

occaiion, had loft their all, fonndnoen* 

trance into their hearts, I could no longer 

liften to their complaints with the fern* 

blance of attention ; and, perceiving that 

they wearied me, they departed. 

In the innocent and jplayfisl vivacitTof 
the little 3amarcanda, I haire foun4 a oet- 
ter &bftitate for imelledual enjoymenr^ 
than in the tirdbme felenmity of fenten- 
tious duUnefs. But ftill the fc^ dew of 
contentment fheds not its divine influence 
on the dwelling of.Zaarmilla. My mind 
•is tcrfTcd in the whirlwind of doubt, and 
bewildered int^e labyrinth of coojcAure: 
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hat let noi Maandaara miftake the woitis 
of his friend; let him not imagine that 
my veneraticto for the Gods, of my fathers 
can be leflened by the words of a ftranger: 
or, that I am fo far mifled, as to conceive 
that the greateft portion of wifdom bef- 
towcd by Brahma upon any nation in the 
world's circumference^ can bear any com* 
parifon with that which has been given in 
the facred Vedas, No. I bow with re-, 
verence while I pronounce the. name of 
the facred volumes; and confefs thatii^ 
Rigyajuhfamas' Harva the immortal trea* 
furcs of true knowledge are depofited. 

But in what text of the Veda, Upa Ve-f 
da, Vedanga, Purana, Dherma, or Dher-r 
fana*, is it forbidden to contemplate the 
operation of Maya throughout the iba- 
girt earth ? Why ihould I rema,in in doubt 
as to the truth of the accounts given me by 
the young Chriftiau ? Why I Ihould not 
fatisfy my mind by a farther acquaintance 
with his countrymen, by which alone I 
can difcover, whether his words have 
been dilated by the fpirit of delufion, or 
emanated from the heart of integrity ? 

If his accounts are juft ; if the book he 
has given me be indeed the Shafler of the 

• TKe fix great Shafters, on v^hich al) knowledge, 
divine and human, is fuppofed to ^be comprehended* 
See Afiatic Rcfearches, vol. i, article 1 8. 
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.Chtiftians, lean, in that cafe have no 
doubt of its being the guide of their prac- 
tice, as T^v'ell as the rule of their faith; 
.nor help feeling an ardent defire for know- 
.iag ipore of men, v;hofe converfation mull 
be fo foil of purity, and whofe lives are 
devoted to good works ! 

Wha|: I have already learned from the 

worthy European, vi^hofe de^ has caufed 

the arrovK of afflidiop to rankle in my 

bpfom, fo far fronj hurting my mind, has 

ferved but to invigorate my virtue- It is 

by the breath of Ganefa, that the flame of 

curiofity has been kindled in my bofom* 

,And wherefore fhbuld I not indulge my- 

. felf in following that path to knowledge, 

which the fpirit that enlightenetb my un- 

derftanding, impelleth me to purfue? If 

the fun of fcience, which rofe with radiant 

. fplendor on our eaftem hemifphere, now 

beams its fervid rays upon the regions of 

the weft, why ftiould I be prevented from 

following its glorious courfe ? 

Thou wilt, perhapsj tell me of what I 
owe to my Caft, my country, and my 
people, . As to the firft, thou knoweft, 
that the acouirement of knowledge, is not 
a duty connned to the race, which fprung 
frorti the mouth of Erahma ; and though 
it is neceffary that every . Hindoo (hould 
keep himfelf free from contamination, yet 
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many holy meo hdr^e feond it poffiMe to 
do fi>, in the ftriSeft fcnfe^even while the^ 
made their abodeixrthe^weBiagsof Ma- 
hommadans, and Cbriftiaos. No opportii- 
nity could c^er more fayoorable draa fSao 
prefedt/fbr quitting my coimttyj^ witfaioat 
prejudice to mvown intereft or that of 
my people. Tae peace which has beea 
happily reftoted to us, is en&red by tiie 
faith of our ddi'^erers : and^ moreover^ 
the wifdom, geuerofity, and demencv» 
which adorn the charafler of Fyzooia 
Khan *, give the bcft pledge for the feca- 
rity of our poffeffions. 

I have, therefore, no obftacle to fm-- 
mount in the accompliihmcnt of my wifiies 
but one. It is the difpofal of Zamarcanda» 
Gould I leave her in the pofleifion of my 
friend, my mind would be at reft. And 
who fo worthy to be the wife of Maan- 
daara as the finer of Zaarmilia ? She is 
yet in the tendemeis of youth, but is ac- 
compliihed in all that our laws permit 
women to learn. Her mind is pure as 
the lilly, that bends its filver head over the 
tranfparent fiream. Modefty is enlhrined 
in her cheeks, and beauty fparkles through 
the deep frmge which encircles her ground- 
kiffiog eyes. The blood of a thoufaod 
Rajahs flows through her veins, and her 

• See the RoKUla Hiftoi7. 
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Ajammi Shadee * Ihall be worthy of Ac 
love of her brother. If this propofal fcem* 
ed good in thine eves^ I will meet thee ^t 
Ferrochabad^ in tne middle of the manA 
Phc^oun f ,. and there thou IhaU receive 
the virtaous maiden from the bands of 
thy friend. 

I expefl thy anfwrer with impatience. 
Farewell. 



LETTER n. 



The fnqfijkithful of Friends, Kilheen Neeay 
Maandaara; to the Fowerfvl and en^ 
lightened Hajah, Seeu Jtiin Zaarmilla. 



Jt RAISE be to VeefliBu! The long 
wi0ied for letter from the friend of my 
youths hath kindled the fire of confiiding 
pafiions in the breaft of Maandaara. The 
alTurance of thy continued kindnefs^ lights 
the fpark of joy ; but the intelligence of 
the infatuation that bath feifed thy mind^ 

* Ayammi Shadee is the prefect made to a young 
-woman t>7 her Ttlations, during the p^iod of her 
betrothmeat, and which is, ever after, confidercd as 
her own prof)erty. See the Gentoo Laws. 

t AniweriDg to part of our February and March. 
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envelopes my foul in the dark cloud of 
defpair. I perceive that diou art under 
tbe influence of enchantment, aad that 
» the falfe ftranger bath ufed fomechaun to 
deceive thy underftanding. What would 
the fpirit of thy father, what would the 
learned Pundit, to whofe inftruiiions we 
are equally indebted, what would they 
pronounce, could they hear that ZaarmilU 
thought it neceffary to fojoum among in- 
fidels, and impious eaters of blood, in 
order to acquire knowledge ? Can a race 
who fpruDg from tbe dull that was fbaken 
from the feet of Brahma, and who are on 
that account beneath the meaneft Sooder, 
who is honoured in being permitted to 
touch thy fandals, a race who though lefs 
favage tnan that of the Muffulmans with 
regard to thofe that bear the human form, 
exceed them in cruelty to all the other 
animated inhabitants of the earth* Can 
any of this race .be capable of inftriidljng 
the defcendant of a thoufapd Rajahs ? Im- 
f>oflible. From the ant thou mayeft learn 
induftry. Fmm the dog thou mayeft be 
inftrufted in faithfulnefs. The horfe may 
teach thee dfiligence, and the elephant in- 
ftruA thee in patience, magnanimity, and 
wifdom, but expeft not from Europeans 
to attain the 'knowledge of any virtue. 
How flxould they be learned that are but 
of yefterday ? Their remoteft annals ex- 
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tend but to the trifling period of a few 
thoufand years. While enlightened, and 
inftrudled in myftery, wc can trace the 
hiftory of revolving ages through the anui^ 
iing period of the four Jogues. 

lam not, however, furprifed that you 
fhould be the dupe of their enchantments. 
I know hpw far the evil genii have affifted 
them in that art : of their proficiency in it 
I had myfelf a very convincing proof. 

When the Englifh S4ib, to whom Rur- 
iha Bedwan was Mounfhi, abode at Agra, 
he took pleafure in aftonifhing thofe who 
went to vifit him, with a difplay of his 
magical (kill. Among feveral other tricks, 
he made the whole company, confifting 
of more than twenty perfons, lay hold of 
each other's hands, and form a circle, and 
then by turning the handle of a little in- 
ftrument, compofed only of metal and 
glafs, but which, I fuppofe, muft have 
contamed the evil fpirits obedient to his 
command; he, all at once, paufed fucha 
fenfation to pafs through the arms of the 
company, as if a fudden ftroke had broken 
the bone, which was not, however, oa 
examination, found to be in the lead in- 
jured. As all felt it precifely at the fame 
moment, it was impoflible that he could 
have toucbed each of us, and therefore it 
is evident that it could be nothing but 
magic that could produce fo extraordinary 
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I an effied. At aoothertime he (hut Ckqt 

I the pierciog light of day, which has always 

I been tm&voarable to foch praflices, and 

! nrnde us behold armies of men, and ek- 

I phaQts> a9d horfes, pafs before us on the 

wall. When they difappeared, thpy were 
iucceeded by a raging fea, vomiting fire, 
and foaming with all the appearance of a 
tremendous ftorm. Ships rolled upcwa the 
bofom of the deep ; and men who appear^ 
led wild with diftrds, and pnting in the 
agony of terror, were exerting themfelves 
to fave their lives, and preferve their (hips 
from the pointed rocks which environed 
them. This fight of horror drew tears 
from our eyes : and we burft into excla- 
matiop of forrow. When lo ! in a mo- 
ment, the fiin being admitted into the 
apartment, the fcene vanifhcd, and we 
faw nothing but the hangings which for- 
merly adorned the wall. 

Would the fcm of Coafiihind for£ike the 
land of his fathers, and wander to regions 
tvhich the glorioos luminary of heaven 
fcarcely deigns to irradiate with his golden 
beams^ to fearn tricks like thefc > Surely 
there are juggters enough in Hindoftau 
who wouM, for a im^ll reward, inftru^ 
him in the myfterie^ of the magic art ; and 
as the devils they employ arc of our own 
country, they muft be of a lefs peroieioM 
* nature Aae thofe of ftrangers. 
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So '&r from being guided by wifdom^ 
the laws bv whicb thele people are govern- 
ed, are aoom^able andabfurd: which! 
ihatl demooftrate to you by the following 
h&Sy of which I was my fdf an eye wit- 
defS) 4uriog my fitort abode at their camp. 
like you^ I had fuffered my miud to be 
prejudiced in favour of a people whole 
c<hk1u£1 had been fo favouraolc to our &a- 
tioQ. The order and regularity which 
prevailed am(^g them, imprefled me at 
firft with theWgheft idea of theit virtue 
and wifdom* I had as yet feen so appear- 
ance of any religious ceremony amoflg 
fhem» when, on the third day after my 
arrival, my attention was attracted by a 
^rocefiion, which I immediately fuppofed 
' to be in honour of their Dewtah. Curi- 
ous to behold the nature of their ceremoi- 
nies upon this occafion, I followed tbepro- 
^ceffion, at which part of the camp affifted. 
When I© ! to my equal furprife and bor- 
j-or, I beheld one poor foldier ftripped, 
,tM up, and almoit laceratesd to deaths 
a thoufand Jafiies beicig inflified upon hifc 
naked ihoddefis. That one of their pricfts 
fhould have undergone all this in voTumai^ 
j)€nauce, would not have furprifed me. 
We everyday fee inftancesof greater fuf- 
ferings than this, inflidled by our Fakeers 
upon their own bodies. But I could not 
forbear aftcaifhment, whe9 informed, that 
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this cruel ceremony was performed as a 
punifhm^t upon a foldier, for the trifling 
crime of purloining a few^ rupees from 
one of his officers. Doubtlefs, thought I, 
the morals of the people mull be very 
pure, in whofe eyes fo fmall an offence 
can feem worthy of fo great a punifh- 
mcnt. 

While I yet ruminated upon the 
fcene which I nad witnefFed, I wAs called 
to the tent of an officer, who had, 
ever fince my arrival at the camp, treated 
me with great kindnefs. I had not long 
converfed with him (for he fpoke very, 
good Mhors) when feveral of his brother 
officers came to vifit him. They con- 
verfed in their own language, and ap- 
peared, from the frequent burrts of laugh- 
ter which efcaped them, to have entered 
upon a very pleafant topic. I was unwill- 
ing to lofe the knowledge of a difcourfe, 
which feemed to produce fo much mirth ; 
and applied to my interpreter for informa- 
tion. He told me the fubjed of their mer- 
riment, was the dijhouour of one of iheir 
own countrymen, a Chief of rank and 
eminence, whofe wife had fuflfered the 
torch of her virtue to be extinguifhed, by 
the vile breath of a feducer. How great, 
cried I, muft he the torture awaiting the 
wretch who could be guilty of fo great a 
'crime ? If the poor pilferer of a few rupees 



( 47 ) 

was doomed to fuffer fo feverely, what 
muft the man undergo, who could bafefy 
contaminate the bed of his friend, rob him 
of his honour, and deftroy his peace ? If 
the weight of the puniftiment keeps pace 
with the gradation in atrocity, imagination 
can hardly paint to itfdf an;^ thingfodread- 
ful as the lufferiogs to which this wretch 
muft be condemned. This obfervation, 
repeated by my Mounlhi, redoubled the 
mirth of the companv ; and I heard, with 
jaftoniSiment, that tnc dilhonour of one 
of thefe illuftrious Europeans vfSiBto be com- 
penfated, not by the punilhment of the 
aggreffor, not by the facrifice of his iife, 
aud the degradation of his family, but by 
a fum of money ! Can virtue fubfift among 
a people, who fet a greater value upon' a 
few pieces of filver, than upon their ho- 
nour. 

This circumftance did not fafl to deftioy 
the impreffion I had received in favour m 
thefe people. Bat I fhould perhaps, have 
remained feme longer time among them, 
had 1 not beheld a deed fo horrible, as 
filled my foul with indignation and difguft. 
Yes, my mifguided friend, I faw thefe 
heroes, whom you falfely imagine fo pure, 
fo harmlefe, fo full of piety and benevo- 
lence, I faw ibeui — my heart Ihudders, 
and my hand trembles <while I relate it, 
Uaw them devour, with looks that be-' 
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tok^aed the mcfift favage faiis&dbo^ tfae 
facced o^prkg of a fpotl»d cow. Yes, 
Zaarmilla, tbb m^ppy calf, far whom a 
tbonfaod holy Fakeer^ vroidd bare ri&ed 
th^ir Uvea, was flam at 4he tommand of 
tbefe idhEomn EuFc^ieana, anddevoup^ 
by tbeAi, without one piiBg of remorfe. 

Does not nature k£blf revolt at fiieh an 
aQiM ? And^ bad any fpar k of religious 
knowledge enl^btened their minds, would 
they not have perceived, that the calf they 
flewj was, i& AOt £o leartied, atleafi more 
pious and rowe nncontami^&edd by the 
corruption of impure idea^, than them« 
felves- Tell me no- morcrbf tl^ virme of 
fuch men. And no tiaew^, I conjure thee,; 
think of incurring the wrath of Mahadco, 
by diflionouring thy 6aft, and forfeiti^ 
its fublime privilege^^ at the inftigattoa 
of a curiqlity, which has doubtlefs Been . 
kindled in thy mind, by th^powerful charms 
of . magical incantations. Thefe fpells 
would probably have failed in their ef. 
feft, hadft thou not incurred the difplea^ 
fare <rf the Dewtah, by neglediing to jifer* 
form the duty to which every Hindoo ie 
bound ; the iodifpenfible duty of mar- 
riage. Four years have elapfed fince, in 
obedience to the command of my father, ' 
I married the daughter of the reverend 
Gopaul. She was ill-favoured, and of a 
bad temper : fo that, being dilgadcd with 
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ier peevifhnefs, and ftill more with the 
plaiaoefe of her countenance, (for in a 
-beaiKtful woouin many errors may be ibr- 
given) I farted with her fotue months 
ftiec, and prefentifig her with her ayammi 
fiuidee^ fent her back to t^he houfe of h^r 
fAiher. I will, therefore, with great plea- 
fore accept of your lifter for my^wife. 
Wi^ this iot^iuon, I ^me time ago en- 
tpzired af^er her difpo!(ition, and heard 
that (he was beautiful, and good temper- 
ed, which is the mmoft perfo^icm in wo- 
men. To what pnrpofe Ihould tliey have 
jadgreeat or uoderftanditig ?• were they 
not madefubfervient to the win of man ? 
If they are,docilc, and referv^, with 
enough of judgment to teach them to 
adorn their perfons, and wear their jewels 
-vrlth pK«Hiety, and sever prcfmning to 
have a will of their own, follow implicitly 
the direction of their huftands, ftcidying 
his temper, and accommodating them- 
felves to his humour, ic is all that can be 
wWhed for. As to all that you fay of the 
cultivation of their underftacdings, I can 
only look upon it, as the ravings of a dif- 
tempered imagination. 

Bad as my opinion is of thofe Englifli 
Chriftians, I cannot poffibly imagine them 
10 be fo abfurd as to teach learning to 
their women. Allowing it poffible (which 
1 am very far from allowing) that thefe 

Vol. I. D 
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creatures, whofe fok delight is finery^ 
■who were bom toamufe, to pleafe, and 
to continiie the race of man, Ihould be ca- 
pable of enieriug the facreSd porch which 
leads to the temple of knowledge, what 
would be the confequenoe of their "being 
jidmitted to it? would their ftcps befteady 
enough to condud them through the la- 
byrinths of that awful fane ? No- Cca- 
tenting themfelves with the firft tinfel or- 
nament that caught their eyes, they would 
come out at the firft opelaing of vauity ; 
and having made a depofit of their gentk- 
uefs and humility, would clothe themfelves 
wjth the robes of arrogance, and reft 
dauntlefs upon the hollow reed of feltcon- 
ceit. Such are the confeciuences that 
would refult, from the foolilh attempt, of 
Aeaching wcmen mere than nature defign- 
\ed them to. know. 

Let Zaarmilla, therefore, hearken to 
the voice of reafon ; and, at the fame 
time that he gives his filler to be the wife 
-of his friend, let him accept for his fpoufe 
the fifter of Maandaara. Without being 
ilridly beautiful, her countenance is plear 
fing : a mole of extreme bcauiy is feated 
on her cheek : and her eyes fparkle like 
the gems of Golconda. She has b^eu 
Xaught humility and obedience, and ha^- 
xieverconverfed with any man, except her 
iajiher and her brother. I know lb well 
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the tendercefs acd extreme lenity of thy 
difpofiiioo, that it is weceflary to caution 
ihee againft extreme indulgence, and to 
put thee in mind of the words of the facred 
Shaftra*, which fayeth, * that a man both 
day and night muft keep his wife fo much 
la fubjeclion, that ftie by no means be 
miftrefe of her own aftions. If ftie have 
herown free will, notwithftandiog her hav- 
ing fprung from a Ibperior Caft, flie will 
neverthelefs aft amils.' 

If thou art inclined to difmifs the fpirit 
of delufion, and liften to the voice of thy 
friend, I will meet thee, not at Ferrock- 
abad, but at Rampoi« ; as, through the 
intereft of certain friends, I have fome hojpts 
given me that Fyzoola Khan may look 
zipon me with the eye of kindnefs, and pro- 
bably reftore me to the poffeffion of my 
fathers. I have juft received intelligence 
of the arrival of Sheeitnaal from England; 
whether he was itiduced to accompany 
the great man to whofe fervices he had 
lent the afliftance of his abilities ; and from 
him I make no doubt of receiving fuch 
information refpeding the country he has 
. leen, as wili faiisfy thy mind, and reftore 
thee to the right life of thy under ftanding. 

What can I fay more ? 

* See Halhed's Tranflatlon of ihe Gcntoo Laws. 
D 2 
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LETTER IIL 



From th Samb to ih Same. 



1 H E ^werful infiuenoe of the Goitie- 
^ir*, which 1 hav^ employed ^fome expert, 
and hdy Fak^ers to ufe, in orde^r to diH- 
f)ofrcis thy miBd &i|fn the influence of the 
Wagk of the Chriflians, wiH, I hope, he 
^ed k their cpei^tion by the following 
^account of the obfervatioos of Sheermaal, 
4ttring his abode in Englaad. 

If, theo, Zaafmilla has aay value fijr 
4he peace of Maaadaara, be will inflantly 
<quit the wild and iaotafiidc pi*<3ge6^ of feek- 
ang fof tHJth ip the Fegions of darknefs; 
and remaining in the land of bis fathers, 
feccrve the gifts^ happincfs into the bo* 
fom of content. 

Let thine cars cow Men to the words of 
Sheer maal;^ and from bi$ expciience be 
thou contented toreceiye the fruit? of wilr 
4doih. 

* A Gentoo iocantatioD^ 
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LETTER IV 



The Bramin Shectmaal, to Kiflicea Necay 
M3andaara> 



\ HEktter of thendble and illoflrioua 
Rarjah, I have read wkh the m'oft profound 
telped ; and at thy requeft (hall h alien to 
rcniove from his e^cs the film of prejudice, 
and to convince him that the opinions he 
bas conceived, concerning^ the ChriiUans 
of Inglai^dy are altogetber.faUb and erro-^ 
Beogs. Idonotwofiiider, that thi? enlight- 
ened mm4 of the noble Rajah, Hiould have 
eoneeived a<predile&bn in favour of a 
|>eople, who feem deftined to make fo con- 
fpicuous a figure in the annals of Afia, 
As a race of brave and daring movtais, 
chofen by Veefhnu to crnb the fijry of 
deftrudive tyranny, to blunt the fvvord of 
the' deftroyer, and break the galling fet-^ 
ters of the oppreffed, I, and. every Hin- 
doo, mud unite with him ia pronouncing 
their eulogium : but as to the principles 
vrhich aftuate their condudi, their religion, 
their laws, andtheix n^anners, the mind 
of the noble Rajah bas been insmerfed in 
error. 



ecciT cfeccd cut uciiCrSjttiHig. Il t«- 

•--*:x Lie £t>ocr Lr;^tie-t, W2S aacasaea- 

T:^^ o-rLlQ-iclT ciankg feci Lire tiered «>- 
ifime frtbi^a H'ssd froo doe cJujelocts ci: 

•his traiij-, I i^ererEikaed toTrLE tsc re- 
L^ocetl corner cf tfec feahidfcile wcdd, 
r-.u is: trie bjio^ of experience I ta^e 

Ler cec the iicbLe Rajift fce cBcceiitcd- 

Ler bin soc Y^T.fj unagiue t&e QtriSiaES 

* X^ TcaaSstDc amf^ adkasarlbl^ dbiT t&e 

r'.axe tfif c^s Lezmed Puniiir Ba& acr rracngt ^ Bd^ 22. 
lu «:*:^iainc aer witfe his naoie.. 

s^u^arickL nr^Urok!^ ca Iia^e bc^^s recovered trtmm 
"he £:;», b7 «iiff Q<Hi Ve«iLau^ m :ie tLrmaf z Stt r 
wfey^ itrer iLi^^Lng; die i^ianc H;i7^ri^3^ tare fircaiki* 

fwaTIowed,. retursed wkh cftcm in tnimiDh^ zui pre- 
i^cri theflL cb Sfssoza. A print a£ Vceikaa per- 
iQpn^y^ :h;s certmcnj^ is- s'^'*n La liie fleccaid woIldbsc^ 
C t \l3^ I rici ' ^ laeiair -^^ t ciq 'i: L:«k 

I i he ax3Din:r fj^ tJi,; i5 cmrrx fs rat&er olrfcure - 



to be in poffeffion of fach an invaluable 
treafure as the Shafter he defcribes ; a 
Shafter promurgating the glorious^ hop.es 
of immortality; calculated to produce the 
imiverlal reign of peace and jufticc, tfee 
exercife of the pureft benevolence, and the 
moft perfeft virtue. Let not the Rajah 
think that the knowledge of fuch a book 
as this exifts among Cbriftians. If it 
did,, is it poffible, that in the ten years 
in which I have intimately converfed with 
Chriftians of all ranks and orders; military 
commanders, chiefs ini^efted with the pow- 
ers of civil authority, and men who made 
the ftudy of literature theii* employmcnL 
and delight, is it poffible,' I fay, that I 
ihould never once have heard of fuch a 
book ? Let the noble Rajah be the judgCr 
That a book of ancient origin, vul- 
garly called ihe bihte, w^as once known to 
the Englifh, I have had certain informa- 
tion : but far from containing dodlrines • 
of fuch a nature as the Rajah has announc- 
ed, the firft proof of genius which a 
young man gives to the world, upon his 
iffuing from the fchools, is to fpeak of it 
with a becoming degree of contempt. 
Indeed, toeixtirpate from fociety all regard 
for the pernicious do£lrines it contains, 
has long been the primary obytdi of atten- 
• lion to the enlightened philofophers of 
Europe. How much the book is de- 
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XeRtd by thcfc fage philbfophcrs, may 
eafilybe inferred, when I declare, that 
of the many phiJofophers I have met with, 
who had moft vehemently fpofcen and 
writtep againft it, not one had contanai- 
nated himfelf by deigning to examine its 
contems. One of thefe great men, apn)- 
fomid writer of hiftory, has given to the 
world a work more voluminous than the 
Mahabbarat, more brilliant than theodesof 
Sancha, ui:ddltaken, and accompliihcd, as 
I was Wxcll aflured, with the benevolent 
purpofe of eonvincing hb countrymen of 
\hc fuperiority of the Mahonimedan to 
the Chriflian faith. Whether thefp en- 
lightened men will ever really fiiccecdr in 
their iniciKion of eftablHhing A^ reKgioa 
of Mahomet in Englaod, is, however, in 
my opinion, father d®nbtfui. 

Hojpirever alluring the doftrinc of po- 
lygamy, and the view of the Mahomme- 
cian Paradife may be to men of tafte and 
fentiment, there are fome obftacles which, 
1 apprehend, would, in the opinion of the 
people, be unfurmountable. The chief of 
ibefe I take to be the prohibition of wine, 
the ftrift fad of Ramoasiu, and, above all 
the injundtions ^ concerning the treatment 

* Se« Sak*5 KoraB, and Hattrilton's tranflation of 
ik^Hedej^a* 
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t)f flaves, which ^e fo roild and gene-- 
rous, that the phriftians of £ngland> who 
arc coQcerped in the traffic of their fel- 
low-creaMires (and wba form^ I^rge and 
xcfpeft^le part of the comniumty) would 
neve/be brought to fiibmit to its authority. 

From thedelufive^ opinion entertained 
in the fqblime mind of the Rajah, of the 
religion of the Chriftians, he will, no 
,doubt, ^be. inclined to iroagine, that their 
phikathropy embraces the wide circle of 
the bua'.aa race. How far the rule of 
^ doing to othiprs, as they would be done 
by, in the like cafe,' aftuates the Chrif- 
tians of England, may be learned &om 
,tbe following hiftCry of my voyage. 

As I attended the fan^ily of a great mai), 
X had the advantage of being accommodat- 
ed OB board one of their fliips of war, a 
bi:^e edifice, wbofe fides were clothed . 
with thunder. This mighty fabric con- 
tained near fevca hundred people, go-' 
verned by a few Chiefs, wbofe commands 
were oteyed with the quicknefs of the 
lightning's glance, and the frav^n of wbofe 
difpleafure was followed by the feverity of 
punifhrnent.. We bad. made two thirds 
of ouf voyage to the coaft of Britain, when 
a ihip appeared at a diftance, which our 
fcilfui mariners foon perceived to be iu 
dillrefs. I had fo often witnefled what I . 
thought to be the exerciie of cruelty duriug 
D 5 
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my abode in this fea-borne fortrefs, that I 
did not expeft the diflreffes of people, 
whom they had never I'een, would excite 
much of their compaflion. In this, how- 
ever, I v^as miflaken. To my aftonifli- 
ment every eflbrt was inftantly made to 
afford relief to thefe ftrangcrs ; and I be- 
held the toil flrengthencd nerves of thefe 
lions of the ocean, ftrained by the moft 
vigorous exertions, tofave the almoft fink* 
ing veffel. At length, theobjefl of their 
labours was effefted ; and they, who had 
been fo zealous to fave, now appeared per- 
fciSlly indiiferent to the expreflions of gra- 
titude and admiration which were poured 
out by the people, whom they had fo gaK 
. lantly delivered from the jaws of deftruc- 
lion. Our carpenter was employed to re- 
pair the breaches in the unfortunate veffel. 
And, as the weather was now calm, curi- 
ofity led the principal people of our com- 
pany to vifit the ftiip of the ftrangefs. I 
was among the number. But Oh } that I 
could obliterate from my mind the mc- 
•mory of a fcene, the horrors of which no 
pen can defcribe, no tongue can utter, no 
imagination conceive. It was an Eng- 
lifti veffel, which had been on a voyage 
to the coaft of Africa, from whence it was 
now proceeding to the Britifh fettlements 
in the Weft Indies, with* a cargo, not of 
lilver and gold, not of coftly fpices and 
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rich perfumes, but of fome hundreds of the 
moft wpetched of the human race ; a cargo 
6f flaves. Thefe miferable beings, were 
here huddled together in the fqualid cells 
of a moving dungeon. Their uncouth 
fcreams, their difmal groans, their counte- 
nances, on which were alternately depidled 
the images of fury, terror, and defpair, the 
clanking of their chains, and the favagc 
looks of the white barbarians, who com- 
manded them, exhibited fuch a fcene, as 
moclis defcription. 

Surely, the magnanimous Rajah will not 
imagine, that the perpetrators pf this cru- 
elty could be the profeffors oJF a religion 
of mercy. No* Had a ray of knowledge 
enlightened their underftandiogs, through 
the tawny hue of the unlettered favage, 
they v/ould have recognized the emanation 
of the creating Spirit ; they vifould have 
perceived the kindred mind, which, in its 
progreffive courfe through the ftagcs of 
varied being, might iDne day inhabit the 
bodies of their own ofispring. For my 
part, when I contemplated the fcene before 
me,_ I anticipated, in imagination, the few 
fwiftly rolling years, which might change 
the abode of the fouls of thefe tyrant 
whites into the frames of woe-deftined ne- 
groes ; while the prefent •vidin>s of their 
cruelty, would in their turns, become the 
mailers, and, feizing the fcorpion whip of 
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oppreffioD, retaliate their prefcntfiiflermgn 
with all the bitternefs o£ revenge. But, 
alas ! the divine doclrineof retrihution is 
unknown to tbefe Cbriftians. Ho dread 
of after punifhment reflrainstteremorfelcft 
hand of cruelty. No apprehenfion of the 
vengeance of an offended Deity, diverts 
ihem from the greedy purfuits of avarice, 
. or difturbs the enjoyments of luxury. Fqjc 
let it not ftaggcr your faith in my vera* 
ciiy> when I inform you, that all this ag- 
gregate of human mifery is incurred^ in or- 
der to procure a luxurious rcpaft to the 
pampered appetites of thefe voluptuaries*, 
and that the unhappy negroes are torn 
from their country, their friends and fami- 
lies, for no other purpofe, but to cultivate 
the fugar-cane ; a work of which the lazy 
Europeans are themfelves incapable* 

When I mention the flaves orChriRians, 
let [K>t your imagination turn to the bondf* 
nien of ACa, as if their fituaticco were pa. 
ralleL. No. By the mild laws of our 
Shatter; and even by the lels benevc^at 
inftitutions of Mahommed, ilaves are cour 
frdered as people who, having bartered 
their liberty for protedion,. are entitled to 
theflri^eftjuftice, lenity, and indulgence. 
They are.alwavs treated with kindn^fs, 
and are moft nequently the friends and 
confidants of their mafters. But with thefe 
white favages, thefe mercilefs Chrifiians, 
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they ac€ 4o^fiiddtofii&r all (ku craeltjr, 
inftigatai by avarice, a&d imoxicated hf 
power> can infiid. Ah \ beloved Hiado- 
ftan! bappy country! paradife of regions! 
die plaint which m the tranf-A tlantic iflajods 
is f^teoed with the blood of tb^ wretched, 
with dieei imit» 'ns blooming head, a vo- 
.kDt2r3r o&riog to the pure and innocent 
childr 0. That krfcioua cane, which the 
iohabirams (^ Europe purchafe by the 
enormous. ma& of mifery, iaon theoaoks 
jcf the Ganga, the, exckifive property of 
the laughing Deky, die heart-pieiciog 
Caraa ; with it the fon of Maya fenas th£ 
bow^ from which his flowery fhafig are 
thrown at the fions of men'*^ : with it the 
Uamelefs hermit approaches the sJtars of 
the rural Gods; and from ii the fimple 
repafta c^the favoured (^Veefiinu receive 
their highcft r.eli{h. 

But my obfervation.^ oa the religion of 
the: people of England, flop not here. To 
obtain complete, inibrmation upon this 
fabjeift, was the objefl I kept perpetually 
in my view* And I hope it is known to 
the Rajah, that a Bramin of my character 
is not eafily to be deceived. The cuflom 
of dedicating the fevenlh day to ads of 
piety and devotion, is mentioned by the 
Raj^h as an iuAitution admirably calculated 

* See the Introdudlioc. 
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for keeping up the fpirit of a religion, 
'Ivliich was intended for the purification of 
the heart, and of which the duties of penil 
tence and felf-examination formed confti- 
tuent parts, Alafs how grofsly has his 
fimplicity been impofed upon. It is in- 
deed obferved as a holiday by the lower 
Cafts, and fpent by fome of the induftri- 
x)us orders of mechanics in the innocent 
amufement of walking in the fields, ac- 
companied by their wives and children. 
Bythofeof left fober manners, it is cm- 
ployed in the indulgence of gluttony, and 
the moil depraved intemperance. By the 
higher Cafts, it is altogether linobferved, 
except as a day particularly propitious to 
the purpofe of travelling. A feleft nurn- 
ber, from all the different Cafts, occafion- 
ally amafe themfelves by attending for an 
hour or two, on the mornings of that day^ 
at certain large buildings, called churches; 
a praflice which they doubtlefs continue 
in conformity to fome ancient cuftom, the 
origin of which is now forgotten, though 
the praftice continues to be partially ob- 
ferved. Curiofity once led me into one of 
thefe churches, where a young man dref- 
fed in white began the performance of the 
ceremony. Had it not been for the care- 
leffnefs of his manner, I fliould have been 
tempted to believe that he was engaged in 
offering prayers to the Deity ; and fo far 
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as the extreme rapidity of his titterancc 
would permit me to judge, fome things he 
-faid fo plainly alladed to a future ftate of 
exiftence, that oce lefs truly informed 
than I vras, might have been led into a 
belief that fome fuch notions l\ad aflu^Uy 
been entertained among them. The cere- 
mpcies of this day were concluded by an 
elderly prieft, in a black robe, who read, 
in a languid and monotonous tone, from a 
TmaU book, which he held in his band, a 
fort of exhortation; the truths contained 
in which, feemed equally indifierent to 
himfelf and to his audience. Nor did the 
little attention that was paid to his dif- 
courfe feem to give him any oflfence, or 
\ to impel him to fpeak in a more energe- 
• tic manner ; though it probably haflened 
V his conclufion ; at which he had no fooner 
arrived, than the countenances of his audi- 
tors brightened, ^nd they congratulated 
one another on their being emancipated 
from the fatigue of this tirelbme ceie- 
mony. 

Had I never penetrated farther into the 
chara4Sler of thefe ChrilHans, I fhould have 
confidered them as beings altogether inca- 
pable of a ferious and profound attention 
to the peiformarice of any religious duty ; ' 
but a deeper invefligaticn ccnvinced n^e 
of the contrary, and that in the perform- 
ance of fuch ceremonies as thej' deemed 
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^ nditHptkftiance^ tkefetiifliag people cdidd 
evince a degree of affidfiky and per ieve* 
ranee, that would have done honour to a 
Saneaflee^. 

The rites to which I allude^ mx^, in my 
opinion, eafily to he traced to the (acred ior 
ilitutions of the beloved of Brahma ; thenai- 
tion whkh is the pure fountain of. all bit- 
man wifdom. 

To the intelligent mifsd of the noble 
Rajah, it is well koown how our great 
anosftocs^ incomparable in wifdom, ordaio- 
ed fueh myftical repre&ittations of the ib» 
perior imelli^efices ; as- it is not lawful for 
aoy but the-^ioft holj aaid learned ^the 
Bran^ t^ exploce. The n»i>ft pious of 
tfae&cred Gafl, after purifying themfelres 
4f|0m worldl;^ thoughts by years of abfti- 
Hence, fpent inthe iilenceof iblemn groves, 
are, by much application and unwearied 
Audy, enabled to perceive the true mean- 
it^ of thofe reprefentations hewn in the 
topendous rock, or carved in the lofty 
walls of ancient edifices, which, to the 
eyes of the vulgar, appear uncouth images 
offtone. And it is doubtlefs from this 
wiie eJicam^ple of our ancient Bramins; that 

• A religious r«clufe. 

We aije now in pofTefiion of fo many accurate 
engravings and minute defcriptjons.of the extraordi- 
»ar/ fculpf'ure ^hlck decorates the temples of the 
Hiadoos, that there are few readers to whom a <ie- 
liiU of theoi would oot be fuperfluou$. 



flic prieftsof all religious have learned the 
art of cbntealhig' the fimplicitv of truth, 
under the dark and iniptpetraole. cloud of 
fymboUcal myftery, which none but they 
themfelvcs can fully explain. The know- 
ledge of the vulgar is the death of zcaL 
But deep is the reverence of ignorance. 

It was not then, from the people ca* 
gaged in the rites I mention, that I could 
expcd information concerning them : but 
I had a better inftruftor in the depth of my 
own fagacity,, which foon taught rae^ thae 
the dbped- of their moflr ferious devotion 
was ftriftly analogous to the f3anbolB of 
our Dewtah,. not indeed oitih the Iblid 
rockof gloomy caverns; not hewn on the 
Walts of facred temples; but, • correlpon- 
dent to the triffii^ genius of tbefc filly 
people, painted upon finall flijjs of friff ; 
paper ! Neither is the Bianner in which 
thefe devotions areperformedexaflly finii- 
lartoours. Itisnot neceffaty that thofc 
devotees Ihould perform the (even ablu- 
tions ; neither do they rub their bodies 
with earth; neither do they covet their 
heads with cow-dung : and, mftead of fo- 
lemn proftration before thefe painted objects 
of their idolatry, they take them familiarly 
into their hands, and tofb them one after 
another upon a table covered with greea 
cloth ; turn them up and down, fometimes 
gaziQg upon them with momentary admi* 
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ratioQj as they lie proftrate on the mid- 
dle cf the table ; then again, feizing theai ; 
wjth holy ardoU|p they turn them haftily . 
upon t.ieir faces. And to this Poojah* of' 
idols, termed cards, do th e m ajor part ^ 
of the people deyote their time j theTaori^^ 
ficing every enjoyment of life, as well as 
every domeftic duty to the performance of 
this fingular devotion. 

It is faid, that it is incumbent only on, 2L 
* profeffed hermit uiter/y to renounce his 
paffions, and worldly purfuits : but that it 
is fufficient for a domeftic character to re- 
frain from their abufe.' The zeal for the 
Poojah of cards infpires a more exalted 
degree of felf-denial : I have known it lead 
its ardent votaries to exclude the foul- 
enlivening rays of the golden fun, in the 
fineft evenings of their fhort-lived fummer ; 
and while the nightingale warbled its tale 
of love to the liftening rofe, and all the 
beauties of nature glowed arouiidthem, I 
have beheld them turn from the tempta- 
tion with heroic .firmnefs, and placing 
themfelves at the altars of tbeiridols, re- 
main mimoveably fixed in that devotion, 
which abforbed the powers of their foul. 

Little as I am inclined to coincide with 
tTie opinion of the Rajah, relative to^ the 
fuperiority of the females of Europe in any 

' ♦ WorQiip. 
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other particular, I muftconfefs, that in 
thiir linwearkd affiduity to the Pbojah of 
cards, they evince a degree of conftancy 
fcarely exceeded by a pious Yogee* in 
the aS of penance. 

The languor, fo vifible in the counte- 
nances of the people affembled in the 
church, was never to be obfervcd during 
the performance of this more important 
ceremony. Here, even the very Prieft 
loft the apathy which had there fo ftrongly 
marked his countenance. The attention 
rofhis fellow worftiippers :\as no longer 
a. matter of indiJSerence to him. His zeal 
. was kindled into fervor, and broke forth 
into the fe verity of reproach againft a fe- 
male who fat oppoCte to him, for exhibit- 
ing fome, tranfient mark of negligence in 
the performance of the duty in which Ihe 
was now engaged. 

Univerfally as the Poojah of cards is 
eftablifhed throughout the country, it has 
not in the remoteft province, been able 
entirely to fupercede another fpecies of 
idolatry, which has clearly, and indifpu- 
tably, been borrowed from the manners of 

* An order of religious Reclufes, remarkable for 
tlie rigorous performance of the penitential duties^ 
efleemed by the Hindoos fb eiTentially necefTary to- 
ward 4he advancement of their happinefs in a future 
Hate the voluntary penances undertaken by thefe 
pious Yogec«, are frequently fo fevere as to excite 
an equal degree of afloni&inient and horror. 
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their eaffem progenitors^. This is bo othef 
than the worfhip of certain hlvda, and 
quaidmpeds, which are held fi> facred by 
thek worflii|^rs, that the prelenFation of 
their lives occupies, I am well alfuredy 
many volumes of tbds laws, and hais em- 
ployed the chief ftudy of their fapient Le* 
gillators. I ihould have wii^hed to obtain 
much infbcmation upon a £jibje£l fo qu- 
yious ; but all that Icould learn, was, that 
the provincial Rajahs, detotedtothe wor- 
Ihip of thefir anin^, are moftly fprUng 
&oaithefiril Ca& (A certain p»oof of 
their Braminical or^in.) They d^ife the 
vain pufluit of litecature; and conK»l>u9o£ 
their native apd. inherent foperiority^: tbey 
pique thendelves upcm thfoi^ igporaaM c^ 
all the fciences that are in efteenii among 
the lower orders of men. 

From fuch exalted peeibDages mucK m* 
Ibrniadpn. was not tb be looked for : but 
a circumftance whicb occurred while I 
journeyed over the remote parts of the 
ib^ingdom, threw fiifficient light upon the 
fuWeft* 

In one particular, however, the higher 
Calls in that country muft be acknow- 
ledged to diflfer widely from the race of 
Brahma.— They are deficient in hofpita- 
lity ! Never did I fee the doors of a great 
man open to receive the wearied traveller: 
the milk of his cows flows not into the 
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ftraogcr*s diih. Nay, fo vciynrfe and 
inhofpitablc are the manners of the people 
ofhigh Caft, that once upon a time, \vhen, 
being overtaken "by darknefs in a ramy 
evening, I attefnpted to proctire lodgings 
for myfelf and my attendant, at the houfe 
cC on of thefe provincial Rajahs, which 
was fituate near the road, I was not only 
denied admittances but r^pulfed with the 
language of contcttipt, and neceffitated to 
continue my route, in a dark and ftormy 
evening, tiH the fight of a peafant's hut 
cheered my h^^art with the hopeof flielter. 
I was not ^ifappointed; for in this country 
ibe fpirit of hofpitality -is only to be found 
beneath a roof, of thatch. The decent 
matron, who inhabited this lowly hut, i«- 
ccived me with looks of cordial welcome. 
Five blooming children furroianded the 
blazing fire, whofe checrfiiMight was re- 
fledJed from the bright utenfils that adorn- 
ed the white waflied walls. My firft ap- 
pcarancedifniayed the little train, but feme 
candied fweetraeats, with which I prefent- 
cd them, quickly reconciled them to my 
complexion. .The genii, who delightf to 
revel in the troubled air, howled around 
this bumble dwelliugj and pouring the 
daftiiag torrent from the black* bofomed 
clouds of night, they beard with joy the 
thunder's roar, while nimbly following the 
lightning's flafc, tfcey exulted in themia- 
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glcd rempcft. The pale hue of terror fat 
upon the matron's check ; (he liftened, 
with auxiety and impatience, for the voices 
of her hufband and hir fon, who were not 
yet returned from the labours of the day : 
and while her own&ars increafed with the 
horrors of the temped, flae employed her- 
felf in appealing tbofe of the infant group, 
wj^Q clung to her, demanding, with ac- 
cents of clamorous forrow, the return of 
their father and their brothen 

When the ftorm a little abated of its 
violence, the little creatures ran by turns 
to the door, eagerly peeping into the dark 
abyfs of nigh*^ in hopes pf difcovering 
their approach. The anxiows mother add- 
ed fuel to the already blazing fire ; again 
Ihe fwept the unfoiled hearth : and again 
adjufted the chairs, which had long been 
placed for the reception of the fupporters 
of her hope. At length, the well known 
fteps were heard ; every heart fluttered 
with joy, and every little hand was ftretch- 
ed out, eager to receive the paternal and 
fraternal embrace. The old man and his 
fon were for fome time occupied in re- 
turning the carefles of their family ; which 
tbey did with the tendernefs of affedion:. 
iind then the venerable matter of this bum- 
ble abode came forward, to welcome me 
to a fhare of the comforts it aSbrded. He 
had looked at me earncfliy foi fome time, 
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when, to my utter aftonilhment, he ad- 
dreffed me in my native language. The 
Mhcrs he ipoke was but indifferent, but 
it was intelligible, and more charming to 
my ears than the mufic of the feven genii. 
In order to account for what appeared 
to me fuch an extraordinary phenomenon, 
lie told me that, in early life, he had been 
tempted, by the God of love, to wiii the 
affedions of a damfel, whofe beauty had 
touched the heart of the village Lord. 
The place ofwife, ill the eftabliftiment of 
this great man, was already occupied by 
the daughter of a neighbouring Rajah ; 
but he had probably been convinced by 
the philofophers, of the propriety of the 
.fyftem of Mahonimet j and thought that 
the damfel, though the daughter of a me- 
chanic, -would be no unworthy ornament 
of his zenana. It is not to be wondered 
^ at that he fliould be filled with indignation 
tit the prefumption of the young peafant, 
who dared to interfere with his pleafures, 
and difappoint his fchemes, by marrying 
the objcdi of h:s hopes. It is not proper 
that inferiors fhould be permiited todefeat 
the intentions of their Lords with impunity. 
This great man was of the fame opinion ; ' 
and, in the height of his refentment againft 
his fuccefsful rival, he had him torn from 
the arms of his bride, and fent in a com- 
pany of foldiers, who m ere all coliefted 



iotheJanae arbitrary raamner (probably 
as a punidimem for the fame fort ol of- 
fence) tp tbc Eall ladies. Here this un- 
forjtiuiate martyr to love fpent «^leven y^ra 
' m the fervice of the Company, in the rank 
of a petty officer: when havings by his 
economy, ikved a fum Cifficieot for the 
. purpofes of hamble compe^nce, he ob* 
tained leave to return to his^nativc coun- 
try. As the gay pennant, though forced 
to obey the preffure of the changeful breeze, 
ftillxllngs to its beloved no^ft, and, at the 
return rfevery fhort-livea calm, flutters 
round the objedl to which it was in youth 
united ; fo the heart of this honeft peafaot^ 
in all the ft orms of fortune, hovered round 
the cottage th^tt contained his wife and 
child. At length, Jber obfcure r ctireoient 
was gladdened byhis prefence. By the 
employment of her needle, fte had pro- 
cured duiiag his abfence, an .honourable 
and virtuous fubfiftence forherfelf and for. 
The little fortune he bad brought from 
India was loft by the villainy of tne agent 
into whofe hands he had entrufted it. But 
in the endearment^ of mutual affedlion, this 
honeft couple bad a fund of felicity, which 
the malice of fortune could not deftroy. 
Both the good man and his fon found em- 
ployment for their induftryin cutting down 
the trees of a neighbouring wood : a work 
which had been committed to- their caxe. 
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and amply recompenoed their diligence. 
When they returned from their labour, tti€j 
cheerful appearance of the well-ordered fa- 
mily at home, the fmiling welcome of the 
little innocents, and theaffeaionate tender* 
cefs of the worthy matron, prefented to 
them a reward which went farther than 
the gifts of fortune have power to pene- 
trate : — ^it reached the hearts 

The recital of thcfe circumftances was 
Blade to me during the moft cheerful re* 
paft that! ever fajw Chriftians partake of 
When it was ended, a ceremony enfued, 
which liaving never feen .pradlifed at any 
t>ther period, i have reafon tothink/^- 
^CuHar to ihemfehes. Upon a hint from the 
t)ld foldier, h-isTcldeft idaughter prefented 
him with a very large book, from which, 
with a clear and folemn voice, he read 
.fome admirable inftruftions and exhorta- 
tions. The fuWime and commanding en- 
-crgy with which thefe precepts tpere ex- 
preffed, might lead to a conclufion, that 
this was a copy of the fame Shatter with 
which the departed Saib Percy prefented 
the learned Rajah; but many obftaclesop- 
pofe themfelvesto this fuppofition. Q^uld 
we beKeve that a book of fuch diftin- 
guiftied authority, unheard of among the 
learne4> and totally unknown among the 
fuperior Cafts, fliould yet be found femi- 
iiar in the cottage of a peafant ? It is too 
Vol. I. E 
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abfurd ftjT the ihadow of probability to 
Ttn upon. 

But to return to the religious rites of 
thefe fimple people ; which, as I have ob- 
ferved, differ efienrially from all that had 
hitherto come within my obfervation: for^ 
infiead of the Poojah of ^cards, which at 
that hour would have been performed in 
the families of the higher Cafts, when the 
old man hadftiutthe book, he kneh down, 
his wife and blooming infants following his 
example. The latter clafped their little 
hands, and held them up to heaven, while 
he lifted up his voice, calling upon the un- 
feen, omnifcient, and immorial Preferver, 
to blels them, and to accept from hearts 
of gratitude the offering of praife and 
thankfiiliiefs. I cannot account for it, but 
there was fomething in this whole cere- 
mony which greatly afiiefted my mind ; 
:and i could not help, -wbile I liflened to 
the fnr»f)k, but fci-vect devotion of this 
•virtuoos labourer, feeling for him a degree 
-of veneration, evenfuperior to what I had 
^experienced for the Prleft, whofc zeal had 
been fo confpicuous at the Poojah of 
cards. 

In the more lug, the fame riles wer^? 
again repeated; after which, Itook leave 
of this innocent and happy family : the old 
•man irififiing that, as I had come foaic 
j[nilefi out of my way, his fon .fhoxild ac* 
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company me to the village where I had di- 
re£ted my fervant and norfe to meet me. 
The lad willingly obeyed the commands 
of his father, and we fet out together. 
He was a haadlbme youth, of abbut twea- 
ty yeSrs of age, and of a fenfible and in- 
telligent countenance. Taking a path 
through a corn field, it being now thfe 
latter end of harveft, we ,met a youi^ 
peafant, who carried a gun, which m frev 
quently fired, to frighten the crows and 
/Other birds from the grain. My compa- 
nion took the weapon of deftrudlion into 
his hand to examiae it : and in that un- 
happy moment, in which the Goddefs of 
Mifchance prefided, a^group of partridges 
appeared, before him: he involuntarily 
ftruck the flint; the report refounded 
through the aii', aiadoh! unfortunate dc^ 
ftiny, feven of thcfe facred birds were 
laid rolling in the duft* He had no time 
to confider of the faial deed ; for^ in a 
moment, two men, w&om the buQies had 
confcealed from our view, darted on the 
guilty youth, wrefted the weapon of de- 
ftruftion from his trembling hand, and, 
with many itnprccations of vengeance, in- 
fiftedupon his immediately attending them 
before the awful tribunals affembled Ma- 
^giftrates, who were now excrcifing the fa- 
cred funftions of their office in the neigh- 
bouring vilkge. It was then I learned the 
E z 
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real magnitude of my friend's offence*. 
For I was then informed, that to preferve 
thefe facred birds from being injured by 
the unhallov/ed hands of any of the lower 
Caft, the fevereft laws werepromulgaicd; 
and as the Zimeendais in the office of the 
tnagiftracy, before whom thefe offences 
were tried, were all of them worfhippers 
.of the Rural Dew tab, they never fuffered 
the flern fentence of jufticc to be foftened 
.at the fuggeftion of mercy. 

As it is not good to forfake a friend 
in his adverfity,.. we entered the temple 
lof juftice together. In this awful tribu- 
nal, feated in two larg^ chairs, we found 
the offended magiftrates. The firft x)f 
ihefe ju4ges feemcd folly confcious of his 
.dignity; which wasycdeed very great,; 
.uniting in himfelf the triple offices of Prieft^ 
Zimeendar, and Magiftiate cf the place* 
The other was a Pundit, learned in the 
•law; called, in the languageof thefe peo- 
ple, an attorney. NoTooner did thn wit- 
neffcs of my frieod's guilty deed, piefent 
the unhappy culprit before them, pro- 
xluciog at the lame tiriie the murdered 
tirds, and the deftra<3:ive eagine of their 
.diffolution, than the murmur of indigna- 
tion arofe ; the caufe in which ihey were 
then hearing evidence- was iuftantly dif- 
miffed ; it • was, iudeed, only cuncerniug 
;a man who was faid to have beaten his 
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wife alraoft to death : a trifliig crime^ ia 
the eyes of thcfe Magiftrates, when com: 
pared to the murder of feven partridges ! 

The fon of the foldier attempted to 
fpeak in his own defence, but was pre- 
vented by the firft' judge, who declared 
that the proof was lufficient for his con- 
demnation, and that he never would, hear 
any thing in favour of a poacher : (a 
pame given by this fed to the enemies of 
their idolatry.) From, the tone of wrath 
.with which he pronounced thefe word^-, I 
faviT that the young man's fate was deter- 
mined ! and, when, after fome confultatioo 
between themfelves, the younger judge 
arofe to propounce his fentence, I exped- 
ed, with fcrrow, to have heard the irrevo- 
cable mandate of immediate death; and 
kuowing how vindiclive the priefts of all 
xeligionsufually are toward thofe who have 
treated with contempt the objefts of their 
fup/^rftuious veneration, Ifhouldhave been 
' Mxll pleafcd to have compounded for his 
fimple ddatb, unattended by the tortures 
which I feared, might be inflidled on him ; 
foJT a crime which, I plaiuly faw, was 
thought of by hia judges wjth horror. 
Judge then with what a mixture of afto- 
nilhment and delight, I heard the mild and . 
merciful fentence uttered by the Pundit, 
which pronounced no other fentence of pu- 
nilhm^nt, but that of paying a fum of 
monc) I ' 
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How univerfal is the fin of ingratitude ? 
When I expeded to behold this young 
man embracing the feet of his jnerciful 
judges with grateful rapture, I*eard hicH, 
with aftoniftiment, venture to expoftuhne 
with his benefaftors upon his utter inabi- 
lity to pav fo great a fine. He mentioned 
the fituatiOB of his parents ; faid they de- 
pended upon his labour for fupport ; and 
that, Ihould his judges perfevere in infill- 
ing the payment of fo large a fom upon 
him, it muft deprive them of his aflift- 
ance ; or, by robbing them of the little 
favings of their induftry, reduce their 
young ones to penury, and caufe them ro 
eat the bread of bitternefs in their bid age. 
* Let pity for my aged parents induce you 
to foften the rigour of my fentence,' cried 
the ungrateful youth, * and, though a thou- 
fand partridges were to ftart up before m^» 
I fwear I lliall never injure one feather of 
their wings,' Alas ! his eloquence was 
loft. The judges remained inexoraWe:' 
till at length, being touched with the for- 
ro w of the young man, I refolved to ad- 
drefsthem in the beftEnglifh I was mafter 
of * Mild, upright and merciful judges/ 
cried I, * believe not that I fpeak to ex- 
cufe the crime of which this young man 
has been guilty. No. I have ever beeti 
taught to pay refped to the Dewtahs of 
whatever country I was in. With the 
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Perfic Magi I have bent in foleQin adora- 
tion of the folar orb; while, with other 
equally enlightened nations of the eaft, I 
have demonftratcd my refpeft for the cro- 
codile, the j^'katl,,aiiil^the monkey. Sinclfe- 
fate has brought me into- this renowned 
kingdom, I have, in the great capital, at- 
tended, with due folemnity, the Poojah of 
cards i.and now, that I am made acquaint- 
ed with the religion of the Rajahs of the 
provinces, I judge of your feeJingsr niofl 
venerable Ma^iili-ates, upon theprefent oc- 
cafion, by what my owo would havebeen, 
had any bafe-bora Sooder dared to lift 
his impious hands againft one of the facred 
cows who range the flowery meads of 
Burampootea* JBlitfince, in theoverflow- 
ibg of your clemency, you have conde- 
&ended to limit the dfefeived punifhment 
of thisr audacious youth to the payment of 
a. fine, I fiopc you will extend the Ihadow 
of your goodnefs fa far, as to accept the 
money from a ftranger.' They ftared at 
one another, aftonifhed, no doubt, at the 
boldneli of my fp^ech ; but, neverthelefs, 
were (b kind as gracioufly to accept of the 
gold I offered them, and to fufllbr ray com- 
panion to depart with me in peace. 

After giving him fome good advice a- 
gaihft meddling, in future, with the Dew- 
tah of the country, and prefenting him with 
fome pieces of gold for his family, I dif- 
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miflcd him, and ptocceded on nij jour- 
ney. , - 

In the courfe of this tour, I had the 
courage to penetraM into the northern re- 
gions of this united kingdcm of Britain, 
\vhere mountains, more flupeiidous than 
thofe of upper Tartary, heave their bare 
brown backs to the roercilefs arrows of 
the keen-edged wind : where the bright- 
faced luminary of heaven is wrapt in the 
eternal veil of clouds and ftorms ; but where, 
in the cultivated bofom of heath-co- 
yeied defarts, refides a people, whofe ori- 
gin is more ancient than the rpcks, whofe 
gloomy fummits overhang their dwellings. 

It was with a view of gaining Ibme in- 
formation in regard to the chronology of 
this ancient nation, that I was induced to 
yifit it. I had heard that the original 
Cafts into which thefe, as well as other na- 
tions, had been divided at their creation, 
were here preferved in their original pu- 
rity and perfeftion. For this is another; 
particular, in which the Rajah of Almo- 
rah has been grofsly deceived, or mifin- 
formed. Inftead of being all of one Caft^ 
as he imagines, the people throughout 
Great Britain are divided into three Cafts 
all feparate, and diftinft from each other ; 
and which are commonly known by the 
feveral appellations ofpEOPLE OF FAMILY,/ 

PEOPLE OF KO FAMILY, and PEOPLE 09 
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■""IsfYLT/or fafhion, The firft two arc of 
much more ancient origin than the other 
' Caft; which indeed, appears tohavefprimg 
from an unnatural mixture of the others ; 
like. the tribes of * Buhran Sunker, in 
Hindoftan. But what is^ extraordinary^ 
and entirely peculiar to the Caft o{ people 
ofjiyle^ is, that admiffion may be obtained 
by thofe who were not born in it, nay, 
who have fprung fromth^ loweft of the 
trite, called people of no familV; and 
thefe people, thus admitted, I have ever 
obferved to be moft tenacious of the rights 
and privileges of their new Caft, treat- 
ing thofe who ftill remain in that, which 
they have left, with the utmoft , con- 
tempt, in breaking offallconnefiion with 
them, and fcequeotly denying (particularly 
in the prefence of oihex people of fajhion^ 
that they ever had any acquaintance with 
them : an affeveratiori always made with 
peculiar warmth, w^hen thefe newly made 
people of fafhion are known to be under any 
particular obligations to the people of no 
T AM I LY. The mode of initiation into this 
Caft^ I Juppofe to be made by the ceremo- 
nies of ablution : and certain ftreams, 
and fprings, of myfterious efficacy, are to 
be found in various parts of the kingdom ; 
ivhere I have reafon to think the ceremo- 

* See Gentqo Laws, page 43. 
E 3 
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nies of initiation are ufually performed. A 
j[dprt to thefc Jjprings, called watering-^ 
places^ at certain feajons o? the year, be- 
ing prefcribed io people of Jlyl^^ and all the 
candidates for that Caft, as an mdifpenfi- 
bleduty. 

A mong thefe candidates, the moft certain 
method of procuring fuccefs, is an affidu* 
ous devotion to the PQQJ^h.pf cajd^: libe- 
ral offerings of gold, at the altars of thefe 
little painted idols, having frequently pro- 
cured the honours of initiation, to the moft 
low-born, low-bred, and illiterate perfbna- 
ges in the community. The flood of 
wealth, which the golden flream of con> 
merce has diffufed over the kingdom of 
England, has greatly contributed to the 
exaltation of the upflart tribe : but in the 
northern kingdom, which is now blended 
w ith it (as Babar is with Oriffa) the bar- 
vier between people of family and people ^ 
no family^ has been too flrong for the tide 
of wealth to break, too powerful fop the 
teeth of time to deftroy. I was extremely 
ansrious to gain an infight into the chrono- 
logical annals of this moft ancient nation, 
but could obtain none that wasan)rwife fa- 
tisfaftory. By a itrange cuftom, the culti- 
vation of letters is confirmed to xix^peopleof 
no family i who are at no pains to trace Ae 
origin of the firft Caft, beyond thgtt of 
their own ; but by my own obfervation. 
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conHrmed by the hints I received from all 
ihe-p^pk of family with whom Icoaverfed, 
it is evident that a period of many thoufasd 
years muft have elapfed jjctween the crea- 
tion of the twoOafts. - raaecd, to belijM^e 
that the venerable and exalted caft oi people 
of family, Ihould have fprung from one 
common parent with the people of no family y 
is equally abfurd as to fuppofe, that in the 
revolution of the few years that are doomed 
to termmate a tranlient and uncertain exift- 
ence, they fhould moulder into the fame 
fort of dnil I Bafe flander on the inherent 
fuperioritjr of birth! The minds of the /><?>• 
pleof family y are tilled with too juft an idea 
of their own dignity to admit fo injurious 
a fuppofitioHi Confcious of the bleffing of 
fuperior origin, the ancient Rajahs, and all 
who can boaft a portion of their blood, 
never fail to exprefs a proper degree of 
contempt for the people of inferior Caft : 
nor can the poffeffion of talents, the attain- 
ments of fcience, or the exercife of the 
fublimeft virtue, ferve, in any degree, ia 
their eyes, toleffenthe invincible harder 
that divides them. 

Together with the cultivation of letters; 
the exercife of the Prieftly funftioji is iifual- 
ly confined to the fecond Caft. Thefe 
men are more diftinguiftied for the regula- 
rity of their lives, aqd fandlity of their de- 
portiQent, than for their dexterity at the 
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Poojah of cards, which in the fouthcm 
part of this kingdom is fo eflential a I'equi- 
iite in the duty of a prieft. The cerenio- 
nies of their r<^ion are fomewhat fimilar 
^ thofe of. the cottager ; they are no ftrau- 
gers to the duties of hofpitality, and re- 
commend the enlightened ftudy of litera- 
ture both by their precept and example* 
In ^11 other refpedls, the charafleriftic vir- 
tues, and* peculiar cuftoms of this nation, 
are lb evidently of Hindoo origin, that no- 
thing, but the moil wilful blindnefs^ could 
make any one affert the contrary. 

As the illuftrious Rajahs of Hindoftan, 
when ikting in ihemidft of their wide-ex- 
tended poffcffions, forget nof to bend be- 
fore the Bramin, who, to procure nourifh- 
ment for his family, laboureth in his gar- 
den, in like manner the people of whom 
I fpeak, retain the dignity of their Caft^ 
even when compelled by poverty to exer- 
cife any trade in order to procure a live- 
lihood: and, as in India, members of the 
tiibe of Brahma are frequently found exer* 
c ling the employments of commerce and 
agriculture, lo, in this ancient nation, do 
people of family often condefcend to become 
V eavers, fhoemakcrs, and barbers, witb- 
ou forfeiting Caft, or in the lejift abating 
of the high idea of their own inherent fu- 
periority. It is not fo with the people cf 
JiyUy who, by entering into any of thefe 
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employments, lofe all* the pnvijeges of 
their Call; a circumflance, wljich occa- 
fions numbers of the poorer branches of 
that tribe to live in a humiliating flate of 
dependence upon the richer, rather fubmit- 
ting to any indignity, than run the rilk of 
lojtng Cafty by fubmitting to work for their 
own fabfiftence. 

The mode of living among thele people, 
in which animal food is fcarcely known, is 
another argument in favour of their Hip- 
doo origin. Much might likewife be faid 
of the fimilarity of found between Laird 
and Rajah ; a fimilarity, which, in the opi- 
nion of learned antiquarians, is more than 
fufficient to eftablifh an etymology. Nor 
is this all ; like us, they copfider them- 
felves a dijiin& ^xA javoured peopky fupe- 
rior to the reft of the inhabitants of the 
earth, ajid do not fail to maintain, that 
whatever inftances of courage, magnani- 
mity, or heroic virtue, are difplayed by 
any inhabitant of the other nations of the 
world, would, in fimilar circumftancies, 
have been far exceeded by one of their 
own countrymen. 

Thefe highly favoured people, being too 
tenacious of their dignity to admit ftrangers 
(with whofe pedigree they are unacquaint- 
ed) into the honour of their fociety ; the 
perfon, to whom I was chiefly indebted for 
information, w^as the lady, at whofe houfe 
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I lodged. She was of the people of family 
Gaft ; fprung from an illuftrious race ; her 
fifteenth grandfather had been a mountain 

^ Rajah ; and, in the ramifications of his 
blood, Ihe could boaft a degree of aftnity 
to one-and-twenty Lairds ! She was 
•forced, by the didates of neceflity, to 
make up articles of female attire for her 
maintenance, but never worked, as Ihe 
herfelf afTured me, for any h\XL people of her 
own Caji ; and I was induced to believe 
hfr, from the marked contempt with 

. which I obferved her to treat all who had 
the misfortune to be born people of no fa- 
mily. This was particularly felt by a young 
woman of beautiful perfon, gentle man- 
ners, and good education, whom this 
high-born female, being equally ignorant 
of orthography, and arithmetic, was under 
the neceffity of employing as an affiftant in 
herbufinefs: and whofe converfation, had 
it not been for the difference of the Cafts 
from which they fprung, I Ihould have 
greatly preferred to that of her miftrefs ; 
but the coufin of one-and-twenty moun- 
tain Rajahs had too. juft a claim to my ve- 
neration, to be put in competition with 
the paltry advantages of youth, beauty, ta- 
lents, and underftanding ! 

It was in this hotife I obferved, with 
pleafure, the praftice of that admirable de- 
gree of abflemioufnefs, the reverfe of which 
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had, in the fouthern part of the ifland, fo 
frequently excited the feelings of horror, 
and difguft. The fervants of this illuftri- 
ous Bibby did not fit down together to 
excite one another to ads of gluttony and 
intemperance; but after long, and rigo- 
rous abftinence, they fnatched the fcanty 
morfel of fimple viands which theit pru- 
dent niiftrefs had allotted for them ; nor, 
even at her own table, did I ever fee a 
meal difplayed, of which the moft holy 
Fakeer might not have partaken without 
breaking his doubt of felf-denial ! 

Thus hath thy fervant clearly refuted, 
two of the propofitions of the mifguided 
Rajah : and proved, in the moft fatisfadory 
manner, and from the moft undoubted au- 
thority, that if fuch a Shafter as he fpeaks 
of, ever didexiji^ it is now become alto- 
gether o^/o'^/^, and entirely unknown : that 
the only devotion known to the majority 
of the community, is the Poojah of cards, 
and partridges; and that the people of 
Great Britain are, at this day, divided in- 
to feparate Cafts, as diflindl from each 
other as the Bramin from the Kettrie, 

There are other errors, into which the 
noble Rajah has fuffered his mind to be 
led, which I could with equal eafe refute, 
did I not know how eafily the mind of a 
great man is difgufted by prolixity. 
. What can I fay more ! 



LETTER V* 

From the Bramia to Maandaara. 

JuET the commands of Maandaara be 
obeyed. In the plenitude of my defire to 
open the eyes of your mifguided friend, I 
haften to proceed to a more particular 
defcription of the education and manners 
of the females of England ; which the il- 
luftrious Rajah has fo erroneoufly conceived 
to be in fome meafure influenced by the 
do6krines of that obfolete Shatter, which 
feems to exalt the dignity of the female 
mind, to an equality with that of the lords 
of the creation. 

I Ihall begin with an account of the 
ufual mode of conducing the education of 
females in England, How far that is of a 
nature calculated for * lighting the torch of 
reafon and expanding the germ of intelleiSl/ 
let the wifdom oF the Rajah decide ! 

During the period of infancy the/e 
Chriftian females (whofe fouls are, in the 
erring mind of Zaarmilla, deemed fo pre- 
cious) are permitted to receive their firft 
ideas frojoi mercenary attendants, always 
ignorant, ana frequently 'vicious* When 
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the^ rifing plant puts forth the tendrils of 
curiofity, which may at pleaftire be direft- 
cd to the tree of kno wled ge, or fuffered to 
twine round the hollow bamboo of preju- 
dice, and folly : at that period, left from 
the converfation of fathers or brothers, 
thefe young females might, peradventure, 
acquire fome degree of information, they 
are removed from the poffibility of fuch 
deplorable confcquenccs, and placed where 
fcienc(&, reafon, and common fenfe, dare 
not to intrude. In thefe Seminaries, far 
£rom being treated as * beings, whofe in- 
telleftual faculties are capabfe of progref- 
fije improvement through the ages of eter- 
nity,* their time is Iblely employed in 
learning a few tricks, itich as a monkey 
might very foon acquire, and thefe are 
called accomplilhments ! 

Judge how ridiculous it would be to 
make creatures, believed to be accountable 
to their Creator, for the employment of 
their talents, and the improvement of their 
virtues, fpend the moft precious years of 
life, in running their fingers over certain 
bits of wood, which are fo contrived as to 
make a jingling fort of noife, pleafant 
enough when one is a little accuftomed to 
it, but which, in the manner executed by 
them, veiy feldom equals what is every 
&9y to be heard fi:om the itinerant mufi« 
cians that practice in the ftreets ! 
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Aoother ingenious contrivance for filling 
up that portion of time, which the friend 
of Maandaara fuppofes to be employed in 
the acquifition of ufefiil knowledge, is, by 
the afliftanceof a mailer (whofe attendance 
is paid for at a vaft expence) making 
wretched imitations of trees, and flowers, 
and this is called learning to paint! It ap* 
pears as if great care was taken, to avoCd 
the poffibility of the female pupils ever ar- 
riving at any degree of perfeilion in the 
art, as I am well-informed, that aot one 
in five hundred is ever capable of copying 
from nature, or of doing any thing, when 
left to herfelf, that is not many degree* 
inferior to the little piftures which may be 
purchafed for the value of a rupee •, 

Another indifpeafible part in the educa* 
tion of females of every Caft, of every 
rank, and in every fituation, is the know- 
ledge of the language • fpoken in their 
neighbouring nation, I was for fome time 
at a great lofs to know what .reafon could 
be affigned far fo. ftrangea cuftom, and 
after many conjedures, I refted in the. be- 
lief, that as the French nation was fre- 
quently at war with the Englifli, it might 
either be cuftoriiary to fend the women as 
Hircarrahs*, into the camp of the enemy, 
or, in cafe of defeat, to employ them in 

* Spies. 



( 91 ) 

procuring terms of peace, whicb from the 
remarkable complaifance of their adverfa- 
rics, to the female (ex, it might be fuppofed 
would be negociated by the Bibbys, with 
peculiar advantage to their country, I was^ 
however, forced to give up this conclufion, 
on being afliired, that after years fpent in 
the ftudy of the language, as it is taught at 
thefe excellent Seminaries, few are capable 
of reading, and ftill fewer pf converjling, 
with any degree of fluency in this tongue : 
aud that the only real advantage refulting 
from it was, that by what they knew of it, 
they were enabled to underftand the pecu- 
liar terms belonging to the articles of drefs 
imported from that country, which had an 
acknowledged right of impofingits &fliioos 
on the other nations of Europe. 

Drefs is, indeed, one fcience in which 
full fcope is given to the faculties of thefe 
females : and the love of it, is at the great 
Schools of the Chriftians, fo fuccefsfuUy in- 
culcated, that it remains indelible to the 
lateft period of life. Nor is the mode of 
education I fpeak of confined folely to the 
children of the higher Cafts, it extends to 
all, even to the daughters of tradefmen, 
and mechanics, who are employed, during 
the years of improvement, exadlly in the 
manner I have defcribed. All the diflfer- 
ence is, that at inferior Schools, where in- 
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fcrior mafters are employed, the *girls do 
npt» perhaps, arrive at the art of ruDQing 
their fingers over the bits of wood, called 
Keys of a Harpfichord, with an equal de- 
gree of vejocity ; they make rather more 
execrable copies, of more wretched pic- 
tures, and the knowledge they acquire of 
the French language does uot, perhaps, 
enable them to run over the names of the 
new fafhions, with an equal degree of vo- 
lubility; but as to making any attempt 
at inftrudUng the daughters of (^hriftians, 
in any thing ufeful to themfelves, or fociety^ 
the idea would be deemied eoqally ddicu? 
lous in Seminaries of every clafs. 

So far all is right. We behold womien 
moving in their proper fphcr^ learning no 
other art,' fave tnat of adorning their per- 
fons; and infpired with no other view, 
but that of rendering theaifelves pbiedteof 
pleafure to the eyes of men. But how 
fliall i aftonifti you, when I unfold the ex- 
treme inconfiftenly of the foolilh Europe- 
ans, and inform vou, that thefe uninflru6l- 
ed women are fiequently fufF<?red to be- 
come intirelv their own miftreflfes ; fome- 
times ehtruited with the management of 
large eftatcs, and left at liberty to a^ for 
themfelves ! Nay, that it is no uqcommoa 
thing for a man, who may, in other ref- 
peAs, by no means be confidered as a 
fool, to leave his children to the care of 
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his widow, by which means I have fre- 
quently feen a little family call upon the 
care, and dependiqg for proteflion, on a 
poor, pretty, helplefs being, incapable of 
any idea, fave that of drefs, or of any duty, 
except the Poojah of cardsj How much 
wiferistheinftitution of Brahma, by which 
creatures, incapable of a£^ing with pro- 
priety for themfelves, are eflfediually put 
out of the way of mifchief, by being burned 
with the bodies of their huibands. — Wife 
regulations [ Laudable pradlice ! by which 
the number oi old women is.foeficflually 
<iimini{bed ! 

From what I have formerly faid, you 
will obferve, that women do adually fome- 
times carry on certain branches of trade ; 
but to infer from this, that they are gene- 
rally efteemed capable oT bufinefs, or re- 
ceive fuch an education as to en^le them, 
if left deftituteof the gifts of fortune, to 
enter into it> would be doing them great 
injuftice. No, in that country, as well as 
in this, all men allow that ^here is nothing 
Co amiable in a woman as the helpleffhefs 
of menial imbecility ; and even the women 
themfelves are fb well convinced of this, 
that they would confider it as an infult 
to be treated like rational creatures. The 
love of independence is, therefpre, a maf- 
culine virtue, and though fome few fe- 
inaks are unamiabie enough to dare to en- 
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terupon forae employment for their iup- 
port, this condufl is very much difcouraged, 
and not only properly difcourrtenanced by 
the men, but held in abhorrence by all 
women who entertain 4i proper fenfe of the 
amiablenefs of female weaknefs. The fe- 
males, who belong to the caft of people of 
flyle^ are particularly zealous in reprobating 
the exertions of female induftry, and are 
cai'eful to employ men only in all thefe 
branches, in which fortunelefs women have 
audacioufly endeavoured to procure fub- 
fiftence ; for this reafon, when a family, 
•tiy any of thofe misfortunes occurring in a 
commercial country, happens to be re- 
duced to poverty, the daughters of ihc 
family are either left a prey to ghaunt- 
eyed indigence, or doomed to eat the bit- 
ter bread of dependauce, adminirtered with 
fparing hand, and grudging heart, by fome 
cold relative ! Equally ignorant, and equal- 
ly helplefs, as the females of Hindollai^ 
their fituation is far more deftitute and pi- 
tiable. By the admirable iuftitutions of 
our laws, it is ordained * that a woman 
fhall by no meaiis be left to herfelf, but 
that, in cafe her neareft relations are inca- 
pable of taking care of her, that duty 
ftiall devolve upon the Magiflrate "=.* But, 

• See Gefltoo Law*. 
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among .tbedhTiftians of England, they are 
as deftitute of protei^ion as of inftruftion. 
The mifguider of the mind «f Zaarmilla, 
has, it muft be confefled, mixed feme truth 
with the abundance of his falftioods. When 
he told him, that it was cuftoraary in his 
<:ountry to teach women to read and write, 
he did not advance the thing which was 
not. It is true, that they are. aftually 
taught both, though for what purpofe thole 
keys of knowledge are put into their hands, 
it is not cafy to imagine ; few bad confe- 
quences, however, are found to refult from 
tnis praftice, as it is in general fo wifely 
managed, a^to be very little prejudicial 
to the intereft's of ignorance; and is fcU 
'dom employed for any other purpofe, than 
that of reading motely tales of love and mur- 
der, of which care is taken to furnifh them 
with an abundant fupply, from certain 
ftprehoufes of traih, called circulating li. 
braries. 

The fyftcm of fenjale education, fuch as 
I have defcribcd, is nowalmoft univerfally 
pradlifed over the ifland of Great Britain ; 
though I have heard that, till lately, a fyf- 
tem of a different nature was prevalent 
in the northern part of the.united kingdom. 
There, inftead .of the Poojah of cards, it 
was then cuftomary for the mothers of fa- 
■milies to employ thenifelves iu the educa- 
tion of their children, . in teaching- their 
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daughters the duties of domeflic life, iUd 
in inftilliog iato their tender aiinds the 
principles of piety and virtue. Beneath 
a mother's eye, the young females were 
then fent to certain places of inijruflion, 
called Day-fchools, accompanied by their 
brothers ; a pradlice which would inevi- 
tably lay the foundation of a degree of fra- 
ternal aflSeftion, inconfiftent with that fort 
of refcrved and auftere demeanour, which 
itisfo proper for men to obferve toward 
their female relatives. Nor was thb the 
only bad confequence refulting from the 
pradlice of fending boys and girls to the 
fame School. In the pure |tgarts of the 
little innocents, attachments were often 
formed; which, in the minds of the young 
females, excited fuch a wifh to excel, in 
order to render themfelves amiable in the 
eyes of their little friends, as was altoge- 
ther incompatible with the prefervation cS 
ignorance. Nor did the evil flop here 5 
being habituated to confider their ycung 
fchpol-fello ws in the light of brothers, they 
had none of that reftraint, which, before 
company, feals the lips of the Boarding, 
fchool Bibbys, but behaved with the frank- 
nefs that is natural to the pure in heart. 
By early difcipline, their minds received 
fuch an odious degree of firmnefs, as often 
enabled them to fuftain, with dignity, the 
mofl: bitter decrees of -adverfe fortune, ^nd 
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their bodies Acquired fuch a repulfive de- 
gree of he^ilth, as rendered them equal to 
the difcharge of every adive duty. All 
the multifarious evils are dow no longer 
to be apprehended: 'thfe fyftem of their 
foathern neighbours, is now, I am well 
affured, praftifed with fo much fuccefs, 
that the daughter of a mountain Rajak, will 
foon be as amiably frivolous^, as engaging- 
ly ignorant; as weak in body, and in 
mind, as the pupil of the greateft Board- 
ing School in London. 

There are other inftances in which 
thefe females of England, whom the infe- 
tuated Rajah has reprefented to himfelf * as 
exalted in the fcale of being to the rank of 
rational,' as capable of receiving the pure 
principles of virtue, and of fteadily per- 
forming the various and complicated duties 
of life,' are treated in a manner, at which 
the foul of humanity revolts. Thoufands, 
and ten thoufands, of thefe Chriftian wo- 
men, being yearly fuffered to perifti in the 
ftreets of their great metropolis, under the 
accumulated mifery of want, difeafe, and 
infamy ! 

We now think with horror, of the 
blood-ftained altars of the ancient groves, 
where, to appeafe the wrath erf the black 
Goddefs *, it was permitted that human 

* Calke, or tKe Black Goddels, is ei^ibued in 
tlie Indian temples with a collar «ompofed of golden 

•^OL.I. F 
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vi£lims (hould be immolated : we pamt to 
ourfelves the agonizing feelings of the pa- 
rent, when the blooming virgin was led 
forth, prefenting a fpotlefe offering to the 
facrificial knife; and, fickening at the 
thought, \^e give praife to the adored 
Veeihnu, at whofe commands thefe horrid 
rites were terminated. But callous, and 
. unfeeling Englifhmen ! they endure to be- 
hold with their own eyes, iacrifices in one 
year exceeding in number, all that, in the 
courfe of revolving years, perilhed on the 
altars of Afia ! facrifices, not immolated 
to appeafe the wrath of their infernal Dew- 
lahs, but viftims of the licentious paffioos 
of unprincipled men! and yet many of 
thefe men are fo abfurd as to pretend to 
fenfibility : nay, fo much is their cooduft 
at war with their profeffions, that I have 
heard them declaim, with apparent horror, 
againft the holy ceremony of the virtuous 
widow, throwing herfelf upon the funeral 
pile of her deceafed Lord, Yes, I have 
feen thofe, who could witnefs the fcene df 
jnifery exhibited in their own ftreets, with- 
out betraying one fymptom of compaffioQ, 

ikuJls, as defcriptiv€ of tlic dreadful facrxfices in 
which (he took delight. The timid and benign, 
xhai^^ler of th^ Hindoos^ ha« induced many to^oubc 
in ihe pofCbiliry of thefe horrid rites having ever 
been pra^ifed in India; but the proofs that are given 
in naanyjof theShanfcrit writings, of human facnficei 
offered, in remote ages, to this truJ^ infernal deitj^ 
f eem too flron^ to be afytei 
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aifeft to flied tears of pity, at the defcrip- 
tion of a Hindoo female's voluntary facri- 
fice, by which Ihe attained glory here, 
and had the certainty of happinefs here- 
after! Is it thus, by a pretended feeling 
for imaginary forrows, that the Chriftiao 
Shalier teacnes men to exercife their be- 
nevolence? Is it in conformity to any part 
pf its precepts, that they can fo freely 
grieve at equivocal and diftant evils, while 
thofe, which are before their eyes, excite 
neither compaffion nor remorfe ? 

However unfeeling others might be to 
the mifery of the wretched females, one 
would think that the voice of nature in a 
father's breaft would cry aloud, to fave his 
offepring from a fate fo dreadltri; but, deaf 
to her pleadings, parents themfelves do 
not befitate to devote the unhappy vifllims, 
by means of an education which condufls 
them ftep by ftep from vanity to vice, re- 
conciling themfdves to all its direful confe- 
quences, by a repetition of the cabaliftic 
word GENTEEL, which has fucH a magical 
charm, as to change, in thdr opinion, the 
very nature of every fpecies of madnefs, 
vice and folly ! 

Can a mind, pure and hitelligent as that 
of Zaarmilla, delight to dwdl with fuch a 
people ? Is it from fuch a polluted ftream 
that the defcendant of a thpufand Rajahs 
would wifli to imbibe know^ledge r Foolifti 

F z 
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projc£l! Perverted ambition ! Howmauy 
xhoice morfek of Sh^nfcrit literature lie 
mouldering in the temples of Benares, 
wrhich he may rdcue from the ravages of 
devouring worms, and be repaid with the 
words of wifdom. Hath the fhallow in- 
vention of Europeans conceived any work 
equal to the Mahhabarat ? Can the apho- 
rifms of their philofophers be compared 
with the Heetopadcs of Veeflinoo Sarma ? 
or the imagination of their poets vie in. 
lofty imagery, or fublime cxpreflion, with 
the beautiful dramas of the immorul Ca- 
lidas ? Doth the wildom-loving Rajah de- 
light to tread the maze of logic ? Let him 
ieek for gratification in the Periian writings 
of the Muffalmans, which, though fcarcely 
lawful for a Hindoo to perufe, are yet to 
be preferred to theabfurd writings ofChrit 
iian phi.'ofophers. 

Which of the lawyers of Europe has 
ihewn himfelf more expert in involving 
the fimplicity of truth in the deep mazes 
of perpleii:ity, than the Imaum Abo€> Yoo- 
Seft\ and the more illuftrious philofopher 
Ib'n Edrefs al Sbaffic*? What king of 
Europe could ever boaftof a Minifter 
equal to that Golden Pillar who fupported 
the throne of the renowned Ackber ? Or 
who, in modern times, can, among them, 

*-See Pjclunmaty Difcourfc to ih* Hedaja«. 
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be compared with the Great EradatKhan 
Wafeh? The mem^irs^ writtea by that 
Koblcman, is a gem of fuch tranfcendent 
worth and luftre, that its imitation as far 
exceeds the abilities of the puny Nobles of 
Europe, as does ihe unftiaken fidelity acid 
magnanimous heroifm of the illuitrious^ 
writer. la truth, there was no point in 
which I was more difappointed, than ia 
the ftate c^ learning in Englandv By mul- 
titudes of the people of that country, the^ 
name of Abul Fazel has never been heard. 
I converfed with many, to whom the re^ 
nown of Veias was unknown, and can with 
truth aver, that numbers; who have the • 
charafter of Uarned, are yet fo very igno- 
rant, as Bof to know, whether the greal^ 
city of Canoi^ was foe&ded by a. Hindocr 
or a MuSulmai> I 

With regard to the political ffajc of 
Great Britain, its la^vs, a«d form of go- 
vernment, I am not qualified to fpeak with 
certainty ; never havmg been able to find 
any two people of the fame opinion with 
refped to any of thefe points. One cir- 
cumftance alone appeared to be irrefi^aga- 
bly eftabliihed ; and this is a circumftance 
fo extraordinary, that it deferves attenti- 
on. 

Know, then, that the Vilier, or firft Minif- 
ter, to the king of Great Britain, is, at all 
times, the weakeft, and moft wicked man 
in the kingdom, and that there is not a man 



( 102 ) . 

Iq England, however iacapabic of manage 
jug, with propriety, the limpleft Goncerns 
of private Hie, who is not much better 
qualified, than the Mioifler, to condufl the 
complex and exteniive bufinefs of a great 
nation? You may, perhaps, be inclined to 
doubt the truth of this alTertion; but when 
I inform you, that I repeat it not from 
vague reporjt, but from the reiterated and 
folemn affeverations of the people I have 
alluded to, the point will appear incontro- 
vcrtibly eftabliihed. 

I herewith fend, for the gratification of 
your curiofity, a fpecimen of the painted 
idols of the Europeans, the examination of 
which has lately employed much of my 
time. A rich field of conjedlure is already 
opened, to the culture of which I fhall wil- 
lingly devote feme of the remaining years, 
of my exiftence. That the origin of the" 
rites of thefe divinities may be traced to 
the iavoured country of Brahma, will not 
admit of a doubt. The flower, which one 
of the GoddelTes carries in her hand, bears 
fuch a ftriking refemblancc to the Lotos, 
that at firft fight, any impartial perfon 
muft recognife the adored figure of the 
bounteous Ganga. If any one of the figures 
has any claim to European origin, it is 
that of Knave; but who ever heard of 
a King of hearts in the hiftory of any nation 
of Europe ? In the couife of a few years 
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ioveftigationy I do n<^t dcfpaif ta proy^ 
the real famtty of every one of ihefe paint- 
ed idols; and in tbe profecution of this 
laborious work* I fhall not difAata to imi- 
taite the •method purfued by the ami- 
qnarians of tnglaod, for * wife men will 
not difdain to learn, even from the counfel 
of fools/ I recommend thee to the pro- 
te£lk>n of Veeftina, and the feveup ot atl^ 
the inferior Gods. 
What cao I fey more ? 



BETTER VI. 
Sf%r^ Letter of the Bramk. 

JoEFORE tlhe delivery ,of my letter 
into the hands of the Dauk *, I refolved 
to re-examine the counfellors of memory, 
left any circiimfiance, that would have in- 
fluence to enlighten the mind of the noble 
Rajah, ihould unfortunately, haVe been 
omitted. It was a happy precaution ! By 
it I am enabled to add to the.proofs I have 
already given of the Braminical origin of 
the Englifh nation, one other proof, which 
cftablifhes the opinion of the Pundit, be- 
yond the reach of human controverfy. 

* Meffenger* 
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Let it be known then to the friend of 
Maandaara^ that the performance of the ce* 
remony of the Purekah * is known to the 
Cbriftian, and fo much is the praSke of 
its myfterious rites encouraged, that the 
moil trifling and infignificant difpmes are 
frequently referred to its decifion i as, for 
example ; in fpeaking of the colour of the 
eyes of a dancing-girl, one man Ihould fay 
that they are black, and' another avec 
them to be blue, the common method of 
deciding the difpute (either between ^^©^/tf 
iji fiyle^ or fuch as pant for admiffion into 
that honourable Caft) is the performance 
of Purekah. The method of performing 
this lublime ceremony, is not, it is true, 
exadlj^ fimilar, in all refpefis,- totfe^i which 
is fo pioufly obferved in India. A little con- 
fideration on the genius of the people, and 
thfiir deficiency in religious knowledge, 
will, however account for the difference. 
In England, I never heard that the perfor- 
mers of the Purekah took the precaution 
of preparing themfelves for the award of 
fate, by the obfervance of long and rigo- 
rous abftinence : or that they were particu- 
larly afiiduous in their ad^s of devotion ; or 
that they bound themfelves by any oath 
before the Magiftrate to abide bv the infafc 
lible decifion of the Gods. All thefe pre- 
paratory duties are, by thefe trifling p^o- 

* Trial bj Ordeal, ftill praaifed b Hindoflanr 
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pie, altogether omitted, and the ceremony 
itfelf, inftead of being performed in the 
prefence of the Magiftrate, and the affem- 
bled people, is nfually gone through un- 
der the imtnediate infpedion of only two 
ivitnejfes *. |n the Purekah of the Eng. 
lifh, they neither thruft their hands into 
veffels filled v/ith boiling oil, nor do they 
fay to the Balance, * thou,.,Q Balance, art 
the manfion of truth, thou waft anciently 
contrived by Deities. If I am guilty, O, 
venerable as my own i^other, fink me 
down ; but if innocent, ' taife me aloft in 
air.' Neither do they fw allow poifon^ nor 
caft an Idol into the water, nor take into 
their hands the red hot iron; nor make any 
ufe of the feven leaves of the trembling 
Pippel, or the feven blades of Dharba 
grais, but by means of the diminutive 
Agnee AJlorSy called Piftols, the two dif- 
putants attempt to convey liiile leaden bul* 
lets into one another's bowels, or brain». 
In the opinion of fome philofophers', a 
worthlefs fallow will continue to be a&much 
a woithlefe fellow after the performance of 
the Purekah as before; but in the opi* 
nions of the performers themfelves, it has 
efficacy to change the nature of guilt, and 
to waih away the fouleft fpot of diftiouour^ 
Wha^eafll^ fay more ! 

"* For an account of the Indian Ordeal, in v Klch 
allthefe accounts are jnentioned, fee Afiatio- Ke« 
fearcbes, vol. u. 
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LETTER VII- 



Seeta JuiQ Zaarmilla, Eajah of Almora ; io 
Kifneen Neaay Maandaara, Zimeendar 
of Cumhre. 

A BOW witb reverence to Ganefa, and 

fiibmit the ardent ftruggles of my foul to 

the decrees of ftiendftiip. The requeft of 

Maandaara I am unable to refill, even 

when his arguments are too feeble to make 

any impreflion on my mind : though my 

reafon is unconvinced, I am (ubdued by 

my tendemefs; and ftiould confidcr my- 

felf unworthy of the name of friend, could 

I perfift in tearing my felf from my coun- 

try at the moment that Maandaara is about 

to be reflored to its bofom. Yes, my 

friend ! I have this moment received the 

delightful intelligence, that the Firman, 

which reftores thee to thy Zimeendary, 

hath been iffued ! Thou maycft return in 

peace to the land of thy fathers ! The 

Godsj of Baandarefa Ihall be raifed from 

their hiding places in the earth, to be 

placed upon the altars of his fon : they 

fhall fee him perform the rites of hofpita- 

lity :• fpread his feaft for the poor, and at 
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ford fhelter to the oppreffecL The Dai- 
vers, who delight ia beholding the reward 
of virtue, fliall hover round your dwelling. 
Serafwatee fliall blefs your hours of ftudy, 
and the bees of Cama, divefted of their 
ftings, Ihall pay you the tribute of pure 
and genuine fweetnefs. / 

I have prepared 2Umarcanda for re* 
c:eiving you as her hufband. Her mind 
is too gentle to require the harfh reftraint 
of authority: let! me, therefore, conjure 
you to treat her with-tendernefs ; and you 
will be repaid by that willing obedience, 
which is the oflspridg of afiedion, in a 
docile, and ingenuous mind. For my 
Ihare, I declare to* you, that while I ac- 
cept, with pleafure, of your filler for my 
wife, I, at the fame time, mull inform 
you of my intention of afling in diredi 
oppofition to your advice. From me Ihe 
fhall receive every indulgence. If fhe has 
any undcrftanding, I will take pleafure ia 
improving it : por fhall I dread any confe- 
quences that can arife from doing fo. 
The more I meditate, the more am I con- 
vinced, that to tread firmly in the path 
of virtue it is neceffary that we ftiould be 
fupported by the ftaff of know ledge. Ig;- * 
norance is the mother of many follies. 

If is with grief that I behold a mind, 
great and noble as that of my friend's, 
darkened by the tlouds of prejudice. Had 
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you, with rae, paid homage toSerafwatee^ 
the foulrenlightening Goddefs would have 
iofpired you with ideas more worthy of 
yourfelf : you would not. then have attri- 
Duted a defire to enlarge the fphere of 
knowledge, and an ardent admiration of 
excellence, wherever found, to the influ- 
ence of magical fpells, or incantation. 

There is a period, beyond which, if the 
human mind remains bound in the chains 
of ignorance, it lofes the power of carpan- 
fion ; and confiders the exiftence of it hi 
others, as the dream of illuiive imagina*' 
tion. 

He, who loofed the fetters of my un- 
derftanding, who convinced nie, by the 
cultivated ftate of his own, how high the 
minds of mortals might fbar — the enlight- 
ened Percy — taught me to obferve, that 
the negative ignorance, in which the mind 
is immerfed, when excluded from com- 
merce with the world, is of a nature far 
lefs obdurate, than that whkh has bcea 
rfvetted by Pride in the bofom of fociety^ 
Such is the ignorance of Sheermaal* His 
mind was too much narrowed, by its owa 
prejudices, to receive a fair imprcflion 
irom new images. The few ideas which 
had been put into it, by his firft teacher, 
had been received without examination, 
but retained with the pertinacity of un- 
yielding pride# 
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Can he be a proper judge of the pecu* 
liar cuftoms of remote nations, who mea- 
fores every thing by the narrow ftandard 
ef his own prejudices ? Can he^ who, in- 
fteadof making obfervations on the varie- 
ty of human charafler, pronouneesfentence 
of condemnation on whatever he does not 
underftand ; can he be qualified for com- 
municating information to others? No. 
Falfe, and fooUfti, will ever b# the con- 
clufions of prefumptuous ignorance ! 

Ah ! what a pattern might Sheermaal 
have found in the travelers, and the tra- 
vel-writers of Europe. How many of 
thefe does England alone, everv year, 
pour from her maternal bofom ? Happy 
for Sheermaal, if he had followed the 
laudable example of thefe fapient youths j 
how deep would then have been his obfer- 
vations ! how important his difcoveries ! 

I am unwilling to fpeak with difrcfpeft 
of a Bramin, I view the ignorance of this 
man with pity, and (hauld only give to 
his prejudice^ the fmile of contempt, but 
I cannot perceive his malice, and his falfe- 
hood, . without feelings of abhorrence and 
indignation. Is it for a mind, bafe an4 
ignoble as his, to accufe the ingenuous, 
and enlightened, Percy of falfebood ? 

O that Maandaara could have known 
that incomparable youth ! That he could 
have liftened to his inflru£lions, while 
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^vtery word he uttered, was like the vivici 
flafli of lightening, illuminating the dark 
expanfe of night. He would then have 
been convinced, that a mind, like his^ 
was ineapable of fwerving from the rigid 
dilates of truth; and he would have unit- 
ed with me, in reprobating every attempt 
to calumniate his memory. Dear ihall his 
memory be toZaarmilla, while the blood 
of life flows through his veins, and who- 
ever would fhun my refentment, muft be. 
careful how they fuffer the ihadow of dif- 
refped to pafs over the name of my de- 
parted friend ! 

Ihavejuft received the two concluding 
letters t>f that ignorant, and deluded £ra- 
min; who has inftilled his bafe prejudices 
into the mind of my friend. Surely fome 
malignant Dewtah, muft have blinded the 
eyes, and fettered the underftanding, of 
this unhappy man ; who could not, other- 
wife, have been fo grofsly deceived.—^ 
What4 during his ten years abode among 
Chriftians, never to have heard of, or feen, 
the Chriftian Shatter ! That Shatter, the 
moft abftrufe, and difficult doArines of 
which, are fo carefully inculcated into the 
tender minds of youth, that every boy, 
who is fent to the Univerfity, is fo per* 
fe&ly matter of the fubjedl, as to be able 
to give his folemn affent to the unerring 
explanations of his Church. That Shatter, 
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of which the precepts of Peace, Charity, 
Humility, and univerfal Benevolence, form 
the bafis of every law, and direft the 
pradice of every Chriftian court ! That 
Shdler I have fludied with the ftrifteft 
attention, and do folemnly aflure you, that 
the virtues I have enumerated, are as 
ftridly enjoined to the Chriftians, as the 
performance of the Poojah to the Hindoo, 
or the Faft of Ramozin to the Muflulman. 
The IVJuffulman fafts, and the Hindoo per- 
forms Poojah, according to their refpeftive 
laws, and can we believe that the Chrifti- 
an alone treats with contempt the authori- 
ty of his God ? 

How could the lie-loving Bramin ex- 
pefil to be credited, when he afferts, that 
Chriftians enter into the traffic of blood ! 
That thefe men, who walk by the rule of 
* doing to others, as they would be done 
by in the like cafe,' invade the countries 
of the defencelefs, and feizbg, with tiger-, 
like ferocity, their unofiending children, 
bind them in the galling chains of flavery, 
and devote- them, as a cruel facrifice to 
the black Goddefs of affliflion ! Surely, 
fuch a reprefentation cannot fail to appear 
in its true light to every one, who knows 
thejealoufy entertained, by the fublime 
Governors of that enlightened nation, for 
the purity of their honour ! fo great, that 
even thofe Chiefs, whom we have confix 
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dered as bulwarks, raifed by the immortal 
Veeftinu, to protedl us from the deftroyer, 
have fallen fliort of the ftandard of pence- 
tioQ erected in the immaculate bofoms of 
their brethren at home ! Can fuch men be 
fuppofed to fanction the traffic of human 
mifcry ? Ah ! how little doth he know of 
the undeviating rectitude of the Britiih 
Senate! 

Indeed, all that he fays upon the reli- 
gious rites, practifed by the £ngli(h na-* 
tion, is equally falfe and absurd. There 
is no fuch thing as any Poojah performed 
to bits of painted paper : neither are par- 
tridges held facred* From examining 
tlj^eir Shatter, with the ftricteft accuracy, 
I am prepared to aSert, that it contains 
not one word which could countenance 
fuch idolatry. And, whether it is likely* 
that any practices, not warranted by its 
authority, would be fuffered to become 
prevalent, I fhall leave you to judge ; after 
informing you,' that, in England, no man 
is deemed qualified for homing even the 
meaneft employment in the ftate but by 
the performance of an aft of the moft fo- 
Icmn devotion. An a6l which is only fafe 
to the pious, and the pure; and of which, 
to participate unworthily, is declared to be 
a heinous fin! Ah! bow pure muft be 
the morals of fuch a people ! 
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As to what be fays of tbe frivolous edo* 
cation befioii/f d upon Cbriilian women, it 
is fufficient to»obferve, ^Jbat it is utterly in^ 
coDiiflent with the belief of the immorta* 
lity and prc^reflive improvement of the 
human foul ; it is, indeed, too abfurd to 
ftand in need of confutation. When he 
can convince me, that the men are vain, 
voluptuous, felfilh, and unjuft, then fball 
I believe, that the women are frivolous^ 
and ignorant. 

In regard to what he aiferts of the dif* 
ferent Cails, into which t;he people are di-> 
vided, I am not fo well prepared to an* 
fwer him. I only know, tb^t nothing like 
it appears in the Chriftiaa Shafter. The 
.^^opUoff<imilj^ 2LiidL iht people f>f no Jamilyr^ 
are there put upon a level ; and, at the 
time it was writttrn, it is evidexit ibepeoph 
ofjiyle had never been heard of. 

Oh! that it had been permitted me to 
have confated the mifrcprefentaiicwas of 
this wicked Bramin, by the unerring an- 
fwers of experience. Thajt I could have 
followed the impulfe of my own defires, 
in the glorious purfuit of wifdom ; and 
traced the obfcure and diftant path, by 
which Knowledge diffeminated her trea- 
fures over the various regions of the earth ! 
Ah ! didft thon know what it has coll me 
to relinquiih this favourite purfuit; what 
felf-denial I have been obliged to exertt 
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ere I couH turn mine eyes from the en* 
chanting profpeft that opened to my view^ 
thou wouldft efteem this aft of friendftiip 
more, than if I had poured mto thy lap 
the accumulated treafores of my fathers!* 

Having once determined^ tnou needft 
not fear that ought ihall have power to 
ihake my refolution. I fwear to thee, by 
the name of my father, that wkSe J^rytna" 
veda lives^ Zaarmilla will never forfakc 
her. 

I ihall be at Rampore in the fpace of a 
fortnight ; there I fhall give, to the arms 
of my friend, the lovely aiid gentle Za- 
ijl^rcanda^ and receive thy filler, for the 
paVtner of my bofom. After thepeiibim* 
ande of our nuptials, I ihall have the plek- 
fure of conducing you to the ancient feat 
of your fore-fathers. You will be received 
Vith joy, by all the Ryots, and welcomed 
by every furrounding Zimeendar, with the 
fincereil fatisfadlion. You muft, after . 
this, return with me to Almora ; and there, 
where every fcfene recals to noemory the 
days of early felicity, we ihall renew the 
iludies, and retaiVe the pleafures of our 
youth. We ilxall mingle our tears of gra- 
titude, at the tomb of the venerable Pun- 
dit, who firil poured the balm of inilruc- 
tion into our young and tender minds. 

In the fair bofom of creation, and in 
the gorgeouily enamelled vault of heaven. 
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we ihalltogcther read thofe divine mvfte- 
ries, over which, the wifdom of our holy 
Bramins has thrown a veil, that is impe-^ 
netrable only to ignorance*. From thefe 
we will rife to the coptemplatioh of that 

Omiijf<aftB^ Spirit, whofe all- ruling pow'r 
Bids from ea* cK fenfe briglit emanatiODS beam ; 
Glows Jn the; rainbow » iparkles in the ft ream, 
Smilfi In tl^ Jtf>*icl> ami glift^ns in the flow'x 

That crowfiti^ ^^^^ vernal bow'r; 
Sij^hs in t^. gale j ^^^ warbles in the throat' 
Oi every bk , jpv'** t^ilj ^ht blooming fpring, 
Or telJs hjsT ^ ^' ' yi^i^j a. liquid note, 
^We an^cfblc artifts touch the rival firing, 

Till tvivp^ and forcfts ring ; 
Breathes In riR fragrance from the fandal grove. 
Or where the precious mulk-deer playful rove : 
In diileet juic^^om cluft'ring fruit diftils, 
Andf biins^alUbrious in the tafteful clove f. 

May tlie fovereign Maya (|, prefent to 
the mind of Maandaara, an ever varying 

* This exprefiion feems favourable to the opinion 
entertained by fonie of our own writers, that great 
part of the Mythology of the Hindoos, is nothing 
mote than enigmadcaf reprefentations of aflronomi- 
cal fa^s. 

t See the fixih ftanza of the Hymn to Narayena, 
as tranflated by Sir William Jone^ 

II ' It will be fufficient here to premife, that the 
inextricable difficulties attending the vulgar notion of 
material Jubfiances, induced many of the wifeft Hin- 
doos ** to believe that the whole creation was rather 
an energy than a work^ by which the infinite Being, 
"who is prefent at all times, in all places, exhibits to 
the minds of his creatures afetoj perceptions like a 
^^onderful piifiure or piece of mufic, always varied, 
yet always uniform ; fo that all bodies, and their 
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aflemblage oJF fair ideas! but may tb&t 
which is deareft to his hearty be the friend* 
ihip of Zaarmilla f 
What can I fay more ! 

[ la the correfpoDdence of the Rajab> 
we here find a chafm of feveral vears* 
Though none of the letters bear 4ny date> 
we have, from circumftances mentioned ia 
the preceding ones, concluf!ed them to 
have been written toward th^^cinning of 
the year 1775. Thofe, i^i^pfoWow, we 
TOefume, could not have beeonitten b^ 
tore the year 1779, or 1780,] ** 

LETTER VIIL 

From the Rajah Zaarmilla, to Maandaata. 

(Written from Barellee) 

IVIL AY the powerful Eendra be ever pro- 
pitious to the moft benignant of friends ; 
and the goddefs Sree preferve his heart 
from the arrows of afflidlion ! 

An opportunity offers, of which I am 
not flow t6 avail myfelf, of fending thee 
information of my health and fafety. Had 

qualities, exift, indeed, to every wife^ and ufeful pnr- 
pofe : but exift onl/ as far as they are psrcetved. 
This niufive Operation of the Deity, the Hibcloo 
philofophers, call Maya^ or DeespttonJ* See the Ar- 
gument of the a bo v^' mentioned Hymn. 
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l»t forrow fpread its raven wing over the 
beauties of every profpc6l, my journey 
might have beea delightful. But, alas! 
to him, whofe heart is oppreffed by re- 
cent calamity, the face of nature is veiled 
in darknefs. My perfon was loon at a 
diilance from the fcenc of forrow, but 
from it I could nc^, by diftance, difengage 
my mind. Prymaveda! my affedionate, 
und faithful Prymaveda, expiring in my 
arms, was the pifilupre that every where 
prefepted itfelf to my eyes. Her lafi low 
and fqeble fighs, were ftill the only founds 
which vibrated upon my ears. Change 
of fcene afibrded no alleviation to my grief, 
and time, whofe tongue of fire devour- 
cth all things, appeared to move with too 
flow a pace to leave me room to hope 
much from his affiftance. One cxily fource 
of confolation prefented itfelf tp my deep- 
ly wounded mind, it was the reflexion of 
having contributed to the happinefsof her, 
whofe image dwells in my heart. Had I 
ever rejMTOved with harftinefs, or indulged 
4ny pride in the morofe exercife of autho- 
. rity, how infupportable would be the bi*- 
ternefs of my afflidion 1 

Let not Maandaara reproach his friend 
for indulging in thefe melancholy reflec- 
tions. The woman, who is attached to 
her hufband, will follow, the fpirit of her 
departed Lord, even though condemned 
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to the regions of puniflimeni ; and fliall 
my foul foi-get her, who waiteth for me in 
the realms of death ? She, from whom 
fprung my final deliverer*! She; who was 
the companion of my days, . the friend of 
my heart, whofe gentle jnanners, and prr- 
dent counfcls, fmoothed the nigged path 
of life, and gave value to every bleiling. 
But, alas ! the innocent vivacity, the en- 
dearing tendemefs, which, but yefterday, 
were the delight of my life, are now re- 
called, but to aggravate my forrow. But 
why fliould I, with the dart that rankles 
in my own bofom, wound the breaftof 
my friend ? Let me try to change the 
fubje^. 

At Biffoolee, I was received, by my 
kinfman, with every mark of kiddnefs. 
He endeavoured to divert my mind, from 
the fubjeSs of its own griefs, by turning 
my attention to thofe great tranfadions, 

* Alluding to the ceremony of the Sradh, which 
the Hindoos believe it nccelTary ihould be performed 
hy a nrian's own fon, in order to facilitate his en- 
trance to the regions of felicity; it is, therefore, 
by them efteemed a great misfortune to die childiefe. 
In the drama of SacoQtala, Dufbmanta thus laments 
his fate, * Ah me I the departed fouls of my ancef- 
tors, who claim a ihare in the funeral cate, which I 
have no fon to offer, are apprehenfive of lofing their 
4ue honour. — My forefathers muft drink, inilead<}f 
a pure libation, this flood of tears, the on]y offering 
which a man, who dies childlefs, can make.' See 
Sac. Page 125. ' 
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of which this country had lately been the 
fcene. 

The firft information that is given us 
upon any fubjed, that is in its nature inte- 
refting) and which is beyond the reach of 
our own'infpedtion, is fo greedily received, 
that the judgment we form upon it is 
equally prompt and deciiive. I have fre- 
.quemly obfcrved that fudi hafty Judgment, 
is upon more foil inveftigation, found erro- 
neous ; and here I had ample proof of the 
juftice of the obfervation. 

When the fall of the Afgan Cawns had 
I2iken place^ we rejoiced tQ hear that this 
beautiful arid fertile province, was to be 
put under the adminiflration of Beafs 
Raye* ; that pious Hindoo, who had ftied 
fo many tears over the misfortunes of his 
country. "We imagined that he, who 
could paint the extortions, and oppreflions 
of the A%ans, ia fuch true and, lively 
colours, muft neceffarily be poffeffi^of a 
^ood and feeling heart. Alas ! the art 
of defcribing human mifery, and the vir- 
tue of feeling for it, are too very different 
things. 

This man who declaimed fo eloquently 
againft the rapacity of the Afgans, had a 
heart fojieeled by avarice, as to be imper- 

* See die RoLilla Hiflory. 
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vious to every fentim^nt of htimanity. 
The country groaned beneath his oppret 
jions^ and his removal was coniidered as 
a deliverantc froitt the peftilence. 

After having fpent a week at Biffoolee, 
I took leave of my kind, but too officious 
kinfman, and proceeded to Barelle^. The 
appcoach to this city, through lofty rows 
of bamboos, which form a continued ar- 
bour, furrouoded on every fide by gardens^ 
fiouriihing in all the pride of beauty, ex- 
torted my admiration* 

I did not fail to vifit the tomb of the 
renpwned Afgan, who was fo long the 
terror, and the glory of Kuttaher*. I 
chofe to vifit it alone. There are mo- 
ments, when the foul, abforbed in its own 
refledions, feels an elevation which is in* 
compatible with any fociety* 

^ * Hafix Rhamut, a Rohilla chief, celebrated for 
his warlike talents and unprincipled ambition; bjr 
betraying the truft of his friend, and ufurping the 
inheritance of his wards, he put himfelf at the head 
of the Rohilla government i and was killed at the 
battle of Cutterah, 2 2d of April, 1774. By thofe 
who ought to have known better, Hafic Rhamut has 
been confounded with Hafz, the celebrated poet of 
Shiran, who flourifhed above four hundred years 
yro. On confulting the Parliamentary Regifter, we 
iind Hafiz Rhamut, who was neither" a poet, nor a 
man of letters, introduced as * famom tkrougJtntt the 
^^fiyfir the elegance 9f his literature^ tmd thfpirit 9f 
his poetical ctmpofitiom' Parliamentary Regifter» 
No. 76, Page 20 J. 
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The funhad juft hid the fplendour of his 
beams behind the hills of Biflbolee, and 
night bcgJin to fpread he^d^flcy cuitaia 
over the face of nature, when 1 approach- 
ed the filent fecne, where the tomb of the 
warrior was reared. Of that ambition, 
before the impetuous career of which the 
bars of gratitude, and of juftice, had been 
annihilated ; that ambition, infatiable as 
the ocean, and extcnfive as the firmament 
of heaven, what were now the limits? 
Small was the fpot which contained the 
mouldering remains of him, who had 
ftruck the Princes pf the earth with ter- 
ror. I liftened — but the thunder of his 
voice was no longer to be heard. I look- 
ed — but the crowds of flatterers, who 
were wont to pay adulatory homage to his 
fniiles, were no longer to be feen. The 
world, which had beheld the Afgan great- 
nefe arife, like a meteor from the womb of 
obfeurity, which had been dazzled by the 
brightnefs of its fplendour, and aftomftied 
by the celerity of its progrefs, beheld, 
without regrei, its utter extindion in this 
narrow- tomb. I indulged in thefe reve- 
ries the greater part of the night. The 
remainder part of my time, at Barellee, was 
fpent in making enquiries concerning the 
remarkable events which have taken pla^e 
in its vicinity. The difficulty of obtaining 
information was greater than I was aware 

Vol. I G 
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of* Every one, whom I applied to for 
that purpofe, I found to be fo brimful of 
that part of the flory which particularly 
related to himfelf, that I was obliged to 
liften to a volume of uDioterefting anec* 
dotes, before I could arrive it the truth. 

The ravages committed by the troops 
ofhis Highnefs, after the battle of Cutte- 
rah*, were fiich as have been conftantly 
praftifed, by every viAoribus army ; but 
the contraft, exhibited in the behaviour of 
the Englifh, was altogether new and un- 
common : fuch as no Mulfulman army has 
ever been known to praftife ; and fucli as, 
I greatly fear,- they will never be induced 
to irahate. 

After having, by their ccwurage and fu- 
perior Ikill, decided the event of the day, 
while thofe for whom they fought, rulhed 
upon the fpoil of the defeated enemy, and, 
in their avidity few plundeir, were alike re- 
gardlcfs of the remonttrances of juftice, 
and the didlates of humanity, th^ gallant 
array of the Englifti, fatisfied with the 
glory of vidory, difdained all other fpoiL 
They beheld with indignation and horror, 
the behaviour of their allies, and exerted 
themfelves for .the prptedlion, and relief, 
r)f the unhappy fufferers,whom the fuccefefal 
foe had left deftitute of every other reiburce. 

* See Rohilla Hiftorj. 
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All that I have heard in this jplace, re- 
kindles ia my bofom the defire fo lotig 
cheriftied, and fo unwilliogly fuppreffed, 
of becomiDg more intimately acquainted 
with a people, who have ever been the 
objefts of my affedionate veneration. My 
refolution is taken; and in purfuance of 
it, as foon as I have performed the aft of 
pioas ablution in the facred fpot, where 
the two wandering bleffings of Hindoftaa 
unite their waves, I ftiall proceed to the 
Eaglifti camp- In liftening to the in- 
ftruv^ive converfation of thefe enlightened 
men, the felfifti forrows, which ai prefent 
occupy my heart, may, for a time, be 
foothed into forgetfulnefs. I fhall, per» 
haps, ren^w my acquaintance with the 
friends of Percy. I mall, with them, have 
the pleafure of recapitulating the virtues 
of that amiable youth : thofe virtues, 
whdfe fragrance perfumed my foul, and 
left an impreflion, ftrong as the incenfe 
from the aromatic plant, which time has 
not the power to obliterate. 

Prefent Zamarcanda with the affeftion- 
ate remembrances of her brother.' I would 
recommend my fon to her aff'eftion, did I 
not know that her goodnefs will anticipate 
my wifties- To you my friend, and to 
her, I tf uft the precious depoiit — the life 
of my life ! And to Gamdhaynu my foul 
is expanded in prayers for your happinefs ! 

G Q, 
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LETTER VIII. 

'7^^ Same, io the Same. 



ROM the King of worfhippe^ places*, 
the renowned Allahabad, to the moft 
faithfjl of friends, Zaarmilla fends health, 
and profperity. While the divine influence 
of the facred ftream, into which I have fo 
lately plunged, continues to refrefti my 
foul, I haften to impart to thee the fentj- 
ments which have infpired my heart* But 
how ftiall I defcribe to you the tranfport 
with which I beheld the facred fpot, cele- 
brated through all ages ! that fpot, confe- 

' The Engjifli reader will find fome ligKt thrown 
upon the fubjeifl of this letter, b/ conMting Mr. 
Maurice's Indian antiquities, who Raving traced the 
progrefs of the Ganges, from the Motintains of Thi- 
bet to the plains of Hindoftan,thus proceeds: * Then 
flo.vingon through delightful plains, and difFufing 
ric'.iCs, and verdure, in its progrefs at Allahabad, 
receives a rich tribute to its ftream in the waters of 
tlie Jumna. If vie may believe the Bramins, ano- 
ther facred river, called the Serrafwatiy joins thefe 
rivers* under ground; and, therefore, this fpot; con- 
fecrared by the threefold junction of their waves, has 
ever been the refort of devout pilgrims, from every 
province of Hindoftan, and is denominated in the 
Ayfcn Ac]<!)ery — I'he Kin^ of worjhipped placa* 
A. a ur ice's Indian i^ ntiquhies, vol. i, page 155. 
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crated by the threefold jun£lion of the fa- 
cred Ganges, the health -giving Jumna, 
and the unfeen, but no lefs benignant, 
Serrafwattee ! I contemplated, with elevat- 
ed rapture, the junftion of thofe honoured 
ft reams, u^hich here mingling their facred 
waves, diffufe the exhauftlefs treafures of 
fertility, and verdure, over the moft fa- 
voured of regions. From thefe blefiTed 
emblems of the myftic union of the divi- 
nities, my foul vi^rapt in gratitude, afcena- 
ed to the Almighty Creating Power, the 
grandeur of whofe works is only to be 
equalled by his beneficence. 

In the leffons of the venerable Pundit, 
who was our firft inftrudor, and in the 
fublime writings.of the gr^at luminaries of 
the world, we have been taught to lift 
our hearts to him, who alone, is infinite 
in power, and gooduefs ! But, alas ! the 
nainds of all the Bram.ins, I ha,ve met with 
here, are completely engrofifed by the mul- 
tiplied fymbols of his attributes. From 
their company, J have received no plea- 
fure ; from their converfation^ I have 
reaped no inftruAion. I fhall, therefore, 
hafien the peiiod of my departure, and, 
probably, finiflt this letter from Benares. 

From the Queen of Science, the fa^ 
voured feat of learning, the celebrated Be- 
nares, Zaarmilla again addrelfes his friend. 



( 1^6 ) 

Before I fay any thing of a place of 
v»hich you have already heard fo much^ I 
Ihall proceed to iaform you of my vifit to 
the Englifh officers, in the garrifon of 
Cbuaar. 

As I flopt to take feme refrefliment, at 
the diftance of a few cols from the fort, I 
was informed, by my people, that forae 
Engh'fti officers, who had been out on a 
hunting party, were,, at that very time, in 
•he fame village. I fent to inform them of 
my intention of vifiting Chunar ; and, in 
a few minutes, I was no lefs delighted, 
than furprifed, to fee Do6tor Denbeigh en- 
ter the veranda, where I was then repofing 
niyfclf. He faluied me with that glow of 
kindnefs which is excited in the bofomsof 
the benevolent, by an unexpefled inter- 
view with thofe whom the hand of 
tihie feemed to have feparated for ever. 
He introduced me to his companions, the 
urbanity of whofe manners formed a ftrik- 
ing contraft to the plainnefs of their drefs. 

On my arrival at Chunar, I found my- 
felf as if I had been all, at once tranfportcd 
into a new world. Surrounded by the 
Englilh Chiefs, whofe drefs, whofe lan- 
guage, and whofe manners, were all fo 
diflferent from what I had ever been accuf- 
tomcd to, I could fcarc^ly perfuade my- 
i4^1f that I did not wander in the realms of 
delufion. 
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At firft, all Englifhmen appeared to 
me to wear the fame afpe6i, aad to have 
the fame manners. But when wonder had 
fufficiently fubfided, to admit of the calm 
accuracy of obfervation, I perceived that 
every coutitenance had a charafteriftic dif- 
tinflion; a diftinflion which extended to 
the tones of the voice^ and geftures of the 
body. This variety, like the Raginis 
which prefide over mufic*, ferved but to 
render harmony more pleafing. The fe- 
nior Officers fmiled at the playful viva- 
city of their youthful friends, whofiequent- 
ly ventured to exert their wit in a manner 
that could not have failed to excite refent- 
ment in lefs amiable minds. The lime of 
each was fpent according to his own tafte. 
By fome, it was employed in the. purfuit 
* ol literature ,* and I am certain it muft ex- 
' alt my new friends in the eftimation of 
Maandaara, when he is informed, that to 
the knowledge of the Perfian, many of 
the Englifh chiefe add a confiderable de- 
gree of information in the Shanfcrit Ian- 
' gi^ag^- The time of vacation from im- 
mediate fervice, wafted by the Muffulinan 
Commanders in voluptuous indoleiice, is 

* The Kaglnls, or female pafllons, are the 
Nymphs, which, according to the beautiful Ailet;ory 
of the Hindoos, prefide over muficai founds. A 
tranilaiion of fome of the many DilTertaitions up- ». 
h>sfubje<fl, which are to be found in the Shai^lcrit 
language, is much to be \iiihed for. 
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fpent by thefe more enltghtened men, m 
fludies which add to their ftock of know- 
ledge, and do honour to the genius of 
their country. It is by thefe ftrangers 
that the annals ofHindoftan, which her ■ 
barbarian conquerors have fought to obli- 
lerate in the blood of her children, (hall 
be reftored ! Already, have Temples, Pa- 
laces, and Cities, which Cani*had co- 
vered with the^ mantle of oblivion, been, 
by the indefatigable refearches of thefe fa- 
vourites of Serrafwattee, dragged to light. 

The Pagodas, whofe lofty fummits had 
fuftained the clouds, and palaces, which 
has once fpread their golden fronts to the 
fun, proud of being the^ refidqnce of the 
ancient Rajahs of our nation, now bow 
their lime-worn heads to liftentp thevoicc 
of ftrangers, and behold the facr^d cha- 
raflers, inferibed upoo their bofom, fit* 
niiliarly perufed by a people, whofe nation 
had not fprung into exiitcnce at the timfe 
thefe towering monuments of Eaftern fpleo- 
dour had commenced the progref? of decay ! 

I found great difEculiy in tearing my- 
felf from the fociety of thefe gentlemen, 
from whom I experienced every mark of 
kindnefs, and attention : the pain of part- 
ing w^as, however, in fome degree alleviated 
by the promife made to me, by two of 
•thefe Saibs, to rejoin me at Benares- 

*Calli, here.Cguifies the Time* 
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I embarked, for the firft time, on the 
mighty Ganges, and turning my eyes to 
take leave of the feat of hofpitality, I was 
fh'uck with the appearance of the citadel, 
"which feems to have arifen from the bed 
ofGanga; the piety of our fathers is ftill 
legible on the walls of this mafly pile ; 
nor has the guardiari Dewtah forfaken her 
facred charge. The feat of her refidence 
remains entire. And though the refrelh- 
ing breeze of morn wafts her to the feat of 
Science, Ihe fails not to return to Chunar, 
before the fultry heats of noon*. 

We gently floated down the unruffled 
bofom of the Queen of Rivers, which ex- 
pands itfelf on approaching Benares, and 
puts on an additional air of grandeur, in 
honour, it would feem, of this celebrated 
city. The city appears to have returned 
the compliment, and to have felefted its 
choiceft ornaments to deck the banks of 
its beneficent vifitor. Numerous and beau- 
tiful are the Pagodas, all enriched by the 
piety, and adorned by the ingenuity of our 

* The Fort of Chunar is faid to beof the higheft 
antiquity^ In the citadel is a black marble flab, on 
-which the tutelary Deity of the place is traditionally 
fiippofed at all times, to be feated; except frojn 
fun rife until nine o'clock in the morning •, when he 
IS fttppofed to be at Benares : during^ which time, 
from the fuperftition of the Hindoos, at'tacks may be 
made upon the fort with a profpeft of fuccefs. See 
Hodges' Travels in India, Page 56. 

G 5 
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anceftors ; which fee themfelves refledled 
ia the mighty ftrcam. Sooie^ in moulder- 
ing ruins, tell of the injuries they have 
fuftained, not only from the infidious hand 
of Time, b»t from the ruthlefs bigotry of 
the deftroying foe. Innumerable Ghauts*, 
fome of which are highly. decorated, and 
embankments, which elsbibit all the fplea- 
dour and elegance of atchiteAure, give ad- 
ditional grace and beauty to this mofl eo^ 
chanting fcene. 

My reception from the Rajah was ex- 
tremely flattering. You will, no doubt, 
be anxious for my opinion of this maD> 
who fills fo exalted a ftation. 

There is no trial fo dangerous to virtue, 
as profperity ; had the father of this young 
man continued to occupy the office of De- 
wan to the Aumeldarf of the province, 
fo long filled by his grandfather, and be 
himfelf fucceeded to the fame advantage- 
ous, though fubwdinate employment, he 

♦ Fliglits of fteps leading up from the river, 
t Bui wart Sjng, the father of Cheyt Sing» was 
the fon of Monferans, a Bramin, who had been ap- 
pointed fieward to Rufhem All/^ then governor of 
the province of Benares; he fupplantcd nis mafier 
and obtained the province for himfelf : and this was 
the origin of a nnan, called, by fome in this country^ 
^ a fovereign Prince I 8ee Broomes' Elucidation af 
the Articles of Impeachmtnu 
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niigbt, perhaps, have conduaed hirafelf 
with temper, anddifcrction : but the height 
of his elevation has made him giddy : he 
■wiflies to quit the ftafif which has hitherto 
fupported him; and by the affiftance of 
which he has climbed to his prefent great- 
nefs If he fucceeds, he will probably be 
made fenfible of his folly, by the precipi- 
tancy of his fall. 

You may imagine in what manner this 
voung man is impofed upon by his people, 
When I tell you, that they have^aflually 
made him believe that the prefem Go- 
vernor General is not without enemies, 
even in the Supreme Council ! W^s ever 
any thing moie abfurd, than to imagine 
that men, who could poffibW have no 
other motive for. vifiting thefe regions, 
than to promote their country's glory, and 
the happinefs of mankind, fliould yet be- 
' come enemies to him whohas fo eminently 
contributed to both? Ridiculous idea! 
What is it but to- imagine, that from the 
bafe motives o^perfonat enmity, envy offti- 
perior talents, or jealoufy of fuperwr pwery 
fhefe men would prefer the rum of a rival, 
to the glory, and prefervation of an em- 
pire : How uDwojtby of the charader ot 

"l^Jas much rejoiced at the arrival of ray 
two EngliOi friends, whofe chief motive 
for vifiting Benares at this time, was to m- 
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fpe<5l and examine the^ftronomica-I appa- 
ratus ftill extant in the To.vver of the Stars. 
Both thefe geqtlemen were deeply learned 
in this divine' fcience. The ftupendous 
engines conftrufled by the ingenuiiy of 
our anceftors for meafuring the expanle of 
heaven, and tracing through its tracklefe 
arch the path of its illuftrious inhabitants, 
filled their minds with aftonifhment. Alas ! 
that thefe evidences of the wifdom of our 
fathers fhoiild now ferve to mark the de- 
generacy of their children ! That fcience, 
which exalts the foul to heaven, which en- 
ables it to perufe that book, of wifidom, 
where the fupreme hath written his attri- 
butes in the moft legible charafters ; even 
in the golden orbs, whofe diftant glories 
delight the eye of ignorance. That fci- 
ence, fp familiar to our fathers, is now ^I- 
moft loft to their unenlightened fons. But 
as the fplendid luminary of the Iky, when, 
apparently extinguiftied in darknefs, coa- 
tinues ftill topurfuehiscoqrfe, iHumiflating 
with his brightnefs the various inbabitams 
of theearth ; fodoth the Goddcfeof Scienqe 
purfue her radiant journey ; and when we 
vainly imagine Ihe is gone for ever, if we 
' open the eyes of our underftanding, we 
Ihall fee her beaming wit;h redoubled l&ftre 
on the children of another hemifpfeere, 
Thefe ftrangers copld, at one glance, 
comprehend the ufe of thofe iiiltrumeaks. 
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which the Puadits, who attended us, could 
not explain; and I foan foypd that the 
knowledge imparted to us upon this fub- 
jeQ, by our reverend teacher, was but ig- 
norance, compaTe<J to their fup^rior at- 
tainments. Need we farther proof that the 
fpirit of Brahma is not confined to any par- 
ticular regioQ, but exteode-th over his 
gr^at creatiw I 

In th^ conyidion of this trptb, I have 
determined to devote fome m.on»ths to the 
cultivation of ^ mo^e intimate acquaintance 
with thofe, who are fo, well qualified to im- 
part thq- light of knowledge to my mind, 
, I have now fulfilled the purpofe of B)y 
journey to Benares, but have no pleafure 
in the thoughts of returning to Almora. 
A,ks! wherefore Ihould I return ? The lanjp 
of l^ve is extinguidied in my dwelling, 
. and darknefs refts upon my pleafapt 
bowers^ To my friend, and to my lifter, 
. I can, with confidence, entruft the only 
. treafure that interefls my heart. Yes, Z^- 
j^arcanda;, I know that thou wilt watch 
with a HKHb^^^'s care over the helplefs in- 
. fa,ncy of n?y child. May the Gods of our 
. iiatio!> reward thy tendernefs ! 
Wfesif can I fay more ! 
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L E T T E R X. 

From the same, to the same* 

Whose happinefs, faith the wife 
inftruftor, * is equal to that of the man 
who hath a friend to live with, a friend to 
converfe with, and a friend to embrace ;' 
and fuch happinefs it is now my deftiny to 
enjoy. Behold me at Calcutta, under the 
fame roof with the gentle Saib, who was 
the choice friend of the ever-lamented 
Percy ! 

Once more embarking on the bofom 
of the beneficent Ganga, I was conduced 
by the gentle Goddefs to Patna, where 
the firft perfon that m^t my arrival was 
no other than Captain Grey himfelf. He 
inftantly recognifed me, and received me 
with the fpontaneous glow of cordial affec- 
tion. The few days that I remained there, 
were chiefly occupied in viewing that an- 
cient city, which the refidence of the Eng- 
lifti has recalled to the vigour of life. No- 
thing has more forcibly ftruck my mind, 
in the whole cpurfe of my journey, than 
the amazing contraft, in point of fertility 
and cultivation, between the territories of 



the Cbriftian, and the Muffulman Lords o{ 
Hindoftan. In the Muffulman diftrifts, 
we behold ruined villages, where, inftead 
of the cheerful noife of the mechanic, or 
the mingled hum of light-hearted loqua- 
city, univerfal filence reigns ; nor, in fome 
once populous diftrifts, does any human 
figure meet the eye, fa ve that of fome fo- 
litary Bramin, who abforbed in contem- 
plation, forfakes the haunts of men. 

The chief ftations of the £ngli(h, on 
the contrary, may eafily be traced by the 
flouriftiing ftate of the counuy, which fur- 
rounds them : there the peafant throws, 
the grain into the liberal bofom of the 
earth with cheerfulnefs ; affured, that he 
fliall reap the reward of his toil. Having , 
paid his Yent, he knows that the remainder 
will be his own; nor fears that it will be 
wrefted from him l?y the open violence of 
the fpoiler, or feized by the hard hand of 
rapacious avarice. Even when the heavens 
withheld their fanftifyingdiftillationsfrom 
the thirfty earth, and ghaftly famine ftalked 
through the provinces around, the benig- 
nant charity of the Englifh Chiefs fuftaincd 
the lives of thoufands : and thoufands 
more would have been faved from perifti- 
ing, had their religious principles permit- 
ted them to accept the proffered bounty*. 

* The Englifh reader may perhaps, objed to 
tie account of the Kajah, as beisg verj different 
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The 4a^y after my arrival, at Patoa, Capt- 
taia Grey received thj: agreeable news of 
his having bqea promoted, by the Gover- 
nor general, to a new appgintinent^ whicU 
demanded his immediate attendance at Cal- 
cutta. It was with plealure that I accepter} 
his obliging invitation to accompany hiqi 
thither. Several of his friend^ agreed to 
. be of the party. We proceeded, in Budge^ 
rows, farnifhed with every accommodati- 
on that could add pleafare loijbis delightflil 
voyage. 

As the channel of the river enlarged, 
my heart bounded within me at the e:xpanie 
of waters which furrounded me. * Yet whaf 
is this ftream, in all its majefty/ exclaimed 
I, * in comparifon of that mighty ocean ! 
thatfathomlefs abyfs! which all thefe Eu-. 
ropeans have already paffed.* Such is the 
degree of kjQowledge to be acquired in re- 
tirement, compared to the attainments of 
thofe, whofe bofoms receive the waters 
of wifdora, flowing through the thoufand 
channels of experience ! 

The novelty of the pidurefque, and 
beautiiful fcenery, that frequently prefented 
itfelf to our eyes, produced auonifhment 
and delight ; but the uncommon trait$ of 

fromihe tale of horrors, which has beenfo generally 
received. Which account comes neareft to the truth, 
thofe who have been eye witneffes of the fcene de- 
fcribcd, cap befl determine. 
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charafter, which I obferyed iij fome of my 
coippanions, exhibited a novelty ftill more 
interefting. As an example/ I fliall only 
attempt to. d^fcfibe to you a few of thofe 
featurCiS, in the charafter of one young 
t)fEcer, from which you m^y form feme 
idea.of the many fubje^^s of wonder with 
which a ftraoger is furrounded when he 
enters into the fociety of Cbriftians. 

The firft thiDg. that attradled my atten- 
tion toward this young man, was the beau- 
. ty of his countenance ; but the prepofT&f- 
fion was foon done away by the familiarity 
of bis manners, and that indecorous want 
of refped toward his fuperiors, which gave 
me inconceivable difguft. When I he te- 
nior Chiefs opened their lips to fpeak, in- 
ilead of liftening in mute attention to the , 
words of wifdom which proceeded from 
their j months,, he interrupted their dif- 
. conj:fe with fome fally of wit, which not 
unfrequently piefented all they had faid in 
fo ridiculous a point of view, as to excite 
the laughter of all pfefent. Judge how this 
Ihocked and offended me ? Not a day paf- 
fed, in which he did not perform fome 
wild pranks ; in thefe however, there was 
fuch a mixture of pleafantry, as to force 
mirth to get the better of anger. On ex- 
preffmg to Captain Grey my furprife at 
the lenity with which this young man 
was treated, even by thofe whofuffered 
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from, him, he gave roe to underfiacd that 
the follies, of which I complained, were 
Qccafioned by a difeafe, called, in theil 
language, HIGH spirits; a malady pecu- 
liar to the climates of Europe. This in- 
formation quickly changed my averfion 
for the poor youth into compamon ; but, 
furely, if this difeafe be very common in 
thofe climates, it muft be extremely trou- 
blefome : how happy is it, that it is not 
infedlious ? I was very forry to learn that 
he intended being of our party to Cal- 
cutta, and avoided, as much as poffible, 
having any communication with him; but 
my efforts were vain ; his diforder made 
him fo reftlefs, that he never remained in 
. oniepart of the Budgcrow for ten minutes 
at one time. 

It would be cndlefs torepeat all the 
fooleries of this youth, during our Voyage; 
I ftiall only mention the following, which 
will be fufficient to give you an idea of the 
effefts of high Jfirits. 

It was on an evening of unparalleled beau* 
ty. The air, which had juft been refrefhed 
by a North-wefter*, breathed fweet frag- 
rance^ delightful as the reconciliation of 
friends, when the clouds of refentment have 
been diflipatcd by the fun of truth. The 
clear blue Iky faw itfelf reflefted on the un- 

'* A ittm ufed in India for a particular fpepies. of 
hurricane. 
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ruffled bofom of the Queen of Rivcj«. On 
the right hand, the Fovely Goddefs ftietch- 
ed her majeftic waves to fuch a diftance, 
that the prominent and lofty banks, which 
formed her weftern girdle, appeared to 
our view is a black line touching the 
horizon. At lefs than half a cofs diftance 
on the left, a richly cultivated coun- 
try fmiled upon us, through the various 
openings of a Mango grove ; which fre- 
quently intruded upon the verdaiit flope, 
to kifs the trefles of Ganga. 

We were tempted by the beauty of the 
evening to go on Ihore;, fomewhat/ooner 
than ufual : on our landing, innumerable 
flocks of peacocks, lorys, and other inha- 
bitants of the grove were in motion, who, 
waving their refplendent plumage in the 
golden rays of the declining fun, gave an 
additional charm to the graces of this love- 
ly landfcape^. 

A walk to the next village was pro- 
pofed, and agreed to by all the party, ex- 
ceptingone little fat man, who feemed, 

* A late writer (Mr. Belfham, in his reign of 
George the Third) in portraying the horrid deeds of 
our countrymen in India, and the calamitous f^ate to 
which that country was reduced, through their op- 
preffions, thus expreffes himfelf : * Striking, indeed, 
]s the contrail between the fituat^on of the country at 
this period, and that which we S^ere told it enjoyed, 
in the happy thnes of the Mogul Government. The 
kingdom of Bengal, during a long period of peaceful 
repofe, is defcribed as (jhen) exhibiting the moft 
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upon all occafions^ to make the ftudy of 
his own eafe the principal objqS of his 
"feoncern: and whofe extreme felfiftmefs 
had given frequent difguft to all his fellow 
voyagers. To bim young Cooper attach- 
ed himfelf, declaring that he could not 
think of leaving alone, in a ftrange coun- 
try, fo valuable a gentleman. Pleafed at 
this inftance of his benevolence, we com- 
mended his good-nature, and proceeded 
on our walk. 

charming and pifturefcue fcenery, , opening into ex- 
tenfive glades, covered with a fine turf, and inter- 
fpcrfed with woods, filkd with a variety of birds vif 
beautiful colours ; among others^ peacocks m abundance^ 
ntiifig on the vaft horizontal branches, difplajed 
theic dazzling plumes to the fun.' &c. 

The benevolent reader will be happy to learn from 
the account of the Rajah, confirmed by the. view* of 
a late ingenious traveller (l^r. Hodges) that therac« 
<^peacoc1f:$ has i)ot been. «//#r/y exterminated \yj the 
cruel rapacity of the Britifl^ Governors of Bengal f 
If the mifreprefenutions of credulity had.been always 
reftrained to external objects, their confutation would 
hav:e been an eafy tafk. But vpho can follow the hif^ 
torian who pretends to expofe the fecret working? 
of the human mind, andpurfues the vifiim of his pre- 
judice even to the throne of God \ Who, fpeakine 
of the unfortunate death of a man, whofe fervices had 
been an acknowledged benefit to his country, could 
prefume to fay, that though acquitted at the higheft 
human tribunal, he could not acquit himfelf, or hope 
far acquittal at that far more awful tribunal at which 
Jie dreaded to appear /* Hiftory of ihQ Reign of 
George the.Third. val. i, page 355 • 
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. Following the courfe of the tranfparent 
Nullah*, on whofe banks we had landed, 
we foon arrived at a fmall village, moll of 
whofe peaceful inhabitants we found bufied 
at their looms, beneath the friendly fliade 
of a far fpreading banyan. In one of the 
hundred arbours formed by the defcending 
"branclies, fat a mufician, who foftly touch- 
ed the chords of ^ vena: toi the fweet 
found of which, the women, abd children, 
were liftening with mute attention. 

Our approach prefented a new objeft to 
their curiofity. The mufic had ceafed ; 
but was renewed at the requeft of Captain 
Grey, who entreated we might give no 
iiiterruption, either to their labours, or 
amufement. 

Mean time the chief of the village drew 
near, to perform the duties of hofpitality. 
A young officer who faw him advancing, 
haftily enquired, in Englifli, whether we 
could be fupplied with milk from the vil- 
lage ? ' Archa Sahib, tomorrow Mulluk, §' 
replied the villager, making a profound 
. reverence. * To-morrow wont do for us, 
friend,' replied -the officer, ' we can't ftay 
here all night.' And returning to Captain 

• Small Hreams. 

§ Is not tills your country? — c:mmand in it v/hat 
you pleafe I 
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Grey, 'we have had a fruitleFs ^rrand^* 
faid he, * for the* old man here, Uy^9 we 
can have no milk tiH to-mon-ow/ 
• The poor fellow, who had been greatlv 
mortified by the abrupt manner in which 
the gentleman had received his oflfered ci- 
vilities, now repeated them to Captain 
Grey in the fame terms, who laughed very 
heartily at his friend, for fuffering the ca- 
fual refemblance between the found of an 
Englifh and a Bengal word to lead him 
into fuch a miftake* 

Having received from t^ie village an 
-ample fupply of the articles we wanted, 
we relumed, in fearch of our friends, fol- 
lowed by a train of villagers, loaded with 
milk, eggs, fruit, &c. 

We foon reached the Mango grove, 
but what wa6 ' our furprife, on entering it^ 
to fee the poor fat gentleman ftraining his 
unwieldy limbs to grafp the trunk of a 
large tree, which he was . attempting to 
climb, as fall as his untoward bulk would 
permit. Panting for breath, he call 'a 
look of defpair on young Cooper, who fat 
perching on a bough of the fame tree a- 
bove ; and whofe yoice we heard fiom a 
confiderable diftance, vehemently urging 
his corpulent companion to proceed : ' but 
two or three feet farther, my dear fir, and 
you will be out of all danger,' cried he. 
The poor gentleman made an effort, but 
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(lipped back in the fame fituatiou. ' One 
other attempt, for heaven's fake, my dear 
fir,' refumed Cooper, 'or the tyger will 
lay hold of your poor limbs/ * Gra- 
cious heaven 1* cried the gentleman in 
agony. At thefe words he caft a glance 
around which was fully defcriptive of the 
horrors of his fituation. On perceiving 
us, he ftiouted out, that Cooper had feen 
a tyger : befceching us, at the fame time, 
to allift him, and take care of ourfelves. 
Captain Grey who immediately appre- 
hended fome trick of youQg Cooper, en- 
quired of the villagers, whether any ty- 
ger had been lately feen in the neighbour- 
hood ? and, being anfwered in the nega- 
tive, he prevailed on the poor gentleman 
to defcend. On further inveftigation, it 
appeared that the young gentleman had 
been feized with a paroxyfm of his difeafe 
iu our abfence, and that the (lory of the 
tyger had been invented by him, in order 
to throw his poor unfufpetSling companion 
into the awkvVard fituaiion in which we 
found him ; and of which he produced, 
Bext morning fo admirable a drawing, as 
excited a laughter in all who faw it : from 
Die I confefs, it extorted an unwilling - 
fniile. But thefe Europeans do not feem 
ID think the entertainment, that is purcha- 
fed at the expence of the feelings of an- 
other, is too dearly paid for. 
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We arrived at Calcutta in the night, 
and went direftly to the houfe of a friend 
of Captain Grey's, where, according to 
the rules of hofpitality, eftabliftied in this 
place, we Were both invited to take up 
oUr abodei 

The Governor' General is now in the 
country, and as it is not proper that I 
fhould appear, till after I l|ave been intro- 
duced to him, I fliall have nothing of any 
confequence to write for fome days. 

It has always been my intention to com- 
municate to you a faithful copy of the firft 
impreflion made upon my mind, by every 
new objeft prefented to it ; but knowing 
the aptitude of ignorance to fall into the 
path of error, I am not without apprehen- 
fions, that, while I intend to inform, I 
may poflibly miflead. This ftiall not, how- 
ever, deter me from purfuing my plan, 
but only render me more careful in form- 
ing my judgment. 

Experience has already taught me^ that 
the conclufions, which are formed with 
precipitance, are almoft always retraced 
with fliame : thus, for inftance, when I 
hear thefe Chriftians introducing, in fami- 
liar converfation, the name of their Al- 
mighty Creator^ upon the mofl trifling oc- 
cafions ; nay, foraetimes, as it would ap- 
pear, merely to liipply the lack of matter, 
and to fill the chafms of converfation; I 
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can fcarcely forbear from accuiing them 6f 
impiety* But a moment's refleftion. coq- 
vinces me of tte abfurdity of fuppofing 
that they, who boaft the light acfl privi- 
leges « a divioe revelation, can be guilty 
of ir-rcverence to the Supreme ] I there- 
ibre conclude, that when thefe Chriftiana 
pronounce, with fo much eafe, that Name^ 
which is held, by every pious Hindoo, ia 
too great reverence to oe uttered, except 
tipon the graveft, and moft folemn occa- 
iions; suad which no faithful Mulfulmao 
was ever known to pronounce, without a 
paufe, it is from a confcioufhefs of their 
own fuperior piety, which they,doubtlers, 
imagiiie, entitles them to this degree of 
familiarity with their Maker. 

Another infiance of the fame kind has 
occurred to me, in an exprelGon milch in 
^fe, the meaning of which, on applying 
to the Oidionary, I found to b^ that of 
tie eternal puni/hmeni of the fiml in hell! I 
fliuddercd to think, how often I bad heard 
this dreadful doom pronounced by fome 
of my fellow-traveflcTs, not only on their 
own fouls, txit on that of many of their 
brethren^ but, on mor^ matqr^ly codfi* 
dering the ciatter, I found it more agree- 
able to the precepts of their religion, as 
well ^as to the diAate^ of common fenie, 
^o conclude, that in njy imperfe£l know- 
ledge of tbe language, the negative had 

Vol. L H 
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cfcaped me : and thus,* what founded in 
my ears as the moll dreadful iraprecaticm, 
was, in reality, an ejaculation uttered ia 
the ipint of that charity, which teaches to 
pray for iheir enemies, «ven in the mo- 
ment of wrath. Looking upon it in this 
proper light, I could not but admire the 
fervor with which 1 laft night heard many 
petitions of this . kind preferred 'Tor the 
foul of a General Officer, who had intro- 
duced certain regulations into the fervice, 
by which thefe gentlemen eonfideredthem- 
felves aggrieved. And I make oo doubt, 
that had iheanlmadverfionsof thefe young 
men been reported to him, he would 
have had the charity to jpray for them 
with fimilarfeYvencyl 

* A great man,' faith he whoTe words 
ate incomfiarable in wiftiom,^ fhould fpeafc 
kiudly^ without mcannefs ; he fhould i?e 
valiant, without boafting ; lie ftiould be 
generous, , fhedding his bounty into the 
difh of the worthy ; he fhould be refolute, 
but not rafti.' This is the charafter' of a 
great man*! And fuch a one have Ithis 
day feen. 

It would be vain to attempt defcriVing 
to you my feelings, while I ftood in the 
prd'ence of this truly exalted penoBage. 
Of him, who uniting the lofty fpirif ^ 

• See He^topadef. - - 
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. ithe reoowncd Acbar *, with th^penclrat- 
iog^ -and comprehenfiv^ genius of his 
iliU more renowned minifter^ has fliewa 
himfelf fuperior to both, ia fchcmes of 
lound and exienfive policy ; as well as ia 
that pure, and blefled fpirit of humanity, 
whioh has diftiuguilhed every aft of Ihs 
admioiftratioQ. 

The pious Hirxioo, no longer forced 
to fubrait to laws, that are repugnant to 
the fpirit of his faith ; no IcM^er judged by 
the unhallowed ordinances of ftrangers, 
beholds, with extalic gratitude, the holy 
Shaftcrf rifing,, at the cdrnmand of this 
enlightened Governor, to b.e once niore 
the ftandardof bis obedience. 

The lame benevolence, which has ref-* 
tored k>our nation the invaluj|ble privi'- 
lege of being tried by our own laws, has 
projected the extenfiooof the fame favour 
to the N4ahommaden inhabitants of Hin- 
<loftan« A tranflatiocioftbeHedap§, both 

• The Emperor Acbar was the cotemporary of 
^ur Queen Elizabeth, and is one of thefewmonarchs 
on whofe charafter poftcrky can dwell with feelings 
of refpeft and admiration. The choice of fuch a mi- 
. nifter as t)^e great Abuai Fiuel, is a fufficient proof 
of his penetration. Kindred fouls natural!/ di^ovec 
«ach other. 

t Code of^entoo I<aw«, tranflated by Mr. Hal- 
lied. 

$ Commentary on the Muffulmin Laws, tranflaU 
ed by Mr. Hamilton* . 

H 2, 
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into the Ferfjan and Englifli laDguagfes, I 
am well aflaFcd, is about t6 take place, 
and thus the haughty Mufiulinaa will re- 
ceive, from Chfiftian .magnaniinitj, a de- 
gree of favour and protection, which the 
laws df his Prophet never taught him to 
bellow r Surely, one fuch aa is wotth a 
thoufandof thofe deeds of heroes, whcHe 
fame is written in letters of blood, upoa 
the fields of defolation ! jnft as it is faid, 
that * truth being weighed ^gainft a thou- 

' fand JJhma^)edaJugs^ 'Was found to be tf 
irtore Gonfequeace than the thoufand o£fer- 
iugs.^ 

At the houie of the Governor Oeneral, 
I was introduced, by Captain Grey, to ft» 
veral gentlemto, both in the dvil and mi- 
litary ciepartments. They vwre a)l ex- 
tremely kind, and obliging to me, and 
appeared'lo be nor ftrangers to thofe laws 
of hofpitality, of which our natfoi^ hw }o6^ 
confide^ed itfelf as the exclufive poffelfi^'r. 
1 was invited bv the Goverbcn: General 
hknfelf, to a notch, or, asthevexprefe'it, 

\a ball\ which Was K) be given m tb^ even- 
ing, m a boufe appropriated to that pur- 
pofe. ^ On enquiry, I found that the 
datncers were to be ii\ Engl^^j a circum- 
jftance that delighted ttie, as I have h^ 
thertOfbad no opportunhy of feeii^ any <^- 
their females* 
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I waited with impatieoce for the hour 
which was to tali^e us to the places appoiot- 
ed : but as neither Capcaia Grey» nor any 
of his friends^ had the fame degrc^ of cu- 
vio&y, th^ greater part of thecorapauy 
were afieinbled before w« reached the 
foom.. When we entered it, amaaement, 
and delight, tookfpofieffioa of noy foul. 
It is imp^bleto cpavey to you, by words, 
suay idea of the beautiul objects that iur- 
f ounded me : but you may judge of the 
tranfcendant power of their charms, when 
1 tell you, that they flione forth with in- 
vincible luftre, in fpite of the deformity of 
a 4refs, which appears to .haye been in- 
vented by enyy, v^ith an intention of dis- 
figuring the faireft works of nature. Thefe 
loveiv crefttures, to the number of about 
one Dundred, were feated on benches in 
the European falhiou, and fmiled, and 
talkfsd^ to the gentlemen who addreffed 
xiiem^ with greax fpirit, and vivacity : but 
ibis I did^ not wonder at ; as I had been 
told by Grey, that they all either were, or 
jkdd been Darners : and, you know, women 
of ihs^t profeffipn are feidom at a lofs for 
convef^faxion. 

The great man having entered, and rie- 
ceived me compliments of the company 
after the manner of his nation^ which ^oa- 
fifts of very Htt}f ceremony, the dancing 
commenced. But judge of my aftoJaiQx- 
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menty when I beheld'ihc danciog girls led 
oat— not by theirmaflcrs— bm— debafins 
meannefsJ. each by an Englifh Chief T 
Sincere as my re(^£l for the Governor 
Genefal certainly is, I could not reftrair> 
my indignation at feeing Chiefe, and mil'- 
tary Commanders of high rank and autho-' 
rity, thus publicly degrading themfelves^ 
by dancing for his amufement. How in- 
confiftent, thought I, is the condu6l of 
mortals f Thcfe men, who plume them- 
fclvcs upon their notLoos of Itberty, and 
independence,* fubmit, wiihout reludlance^ 
10 an indignity, to which the Omrahs o£' 
the empire, who, in the days of its grcat- 
nefs, furrounded the royal Mufmud; and 
proftrated themfelves to falute the duft,. 
vvhi<?h was fhaken from the feet of royalty. 
Would fooner have died than have fub- 
mitted ! Though,, on the paxt of the jEng- 
lifti Chiefi, k appeaVed entirely volun- 
iary, yet I thought! could perceive that * 
many^f them feh fufficient repugnance ta ' 
this degrading bufinefe, which they went 
through with that fort of heroic apathy 
and jndijSTercnce, which yo^ have beheld 
in a criminal of our nation when about to. 
be hanged. Indeed, . I never faw a dance 
fo very' little amuficg. The geftures of 
the women were as little graceful as their 
drefs ; and had it not been for the extreme 
beauty of their countenancii, I confefe, i 
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fhouM foon have been tired with looking 
at them. 

A gentleman, whom I had feen in the 
morning, toid me, that his wife wiftied to 
be introduced to me. The requeft fur- 
prifed me ; but a^ I knew the gentleman 
tivbe a perfonage of high rank and cha- 
racler,. I prepared to follow hitn. He con- 
duifted me to the oppofite fide oixh^ room, 
and led rae up to a grotip of Bifbhys, whom 
1 had miftaken ifor fupetannuated dancing' 
girls, but whom I now, to my infinite 
aftonifhment, difcovered to be the wives 
of men of rank and eminence, whofe^ 
itames, aecording to the cudom of their 
country, they bore* I could not find my- 
jelf Id the prefeoce of thefe ladies without 
experiencing a coofiderable decree of em- 
harralfment; this was by no means the 
cafe with them; like other females, th^y 
all fpoke at once, and feemed endowed 
with much loquacity. They looked at npie 
with fteady countenances, totally void of 
that modeft timidity^ which is the moft 
inedimable gem in female beauty. That 
glare of colouring, which, at nrft fight, 
caught my foul in the net of aftonijQiment, 
loft, by degrees, its power of enchanlteent. 
And as the qightingale *, after having 

* This iiinile, tbe Rajah feem& to have borrowed 
from the Perfian. Of all the poetical fables of the 
£aii, noae is fo frequently alluded to, in the compo- 
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viewed, with Ihort-ltved rapture, the 
fplendour of the gaudy tuUp> returns with 
fre(h delight to the contemplation of hia 
beloved mfe i fo did my fi)ul, in the midft 
of this blaa^e of weftern beauty, mrii toth^ 
remembrance of the gentle graccB^ aad 
endearing charms of my beloved Prioaa- 
veda! Tbelovelinefsofeyes, fyarkliogia 
beauty, may attrad our admiration,, but 
the bare recolleAion of thofe which heam*^ 
ed with the foftnefs of teadef aff^dien, ia 
yet more precious to the foul.^ 

Loft in thcfe reflefiioQs, I beeame infeo:* 
fi bie to the icene around me; and incom^ 
moded by the extreme heat of the €oom^ 
I took the fivft oppor(uoiiy of deMnkjgt 
The green horfes of Surraya had leen a>a 
perform my tnoming abhkioQs iBtbe fa- 
cred ftreap^i, before my friend Gtey te^ 
turned from this nojtur&al feftWak 

I know ypu would deem it aoLtHspar* 
douable neglei^, Ihould I fay nothing to 
you of the city itfelf ; which, under the 
aufpices of him who is the liberal patfoa 
^ of every ufeful, and every elegant ait, h 
already become worthy ot beB^^e cipi- 
tol of an empire. 

Calcutta pretents to iheejre of a ftranger> 
a fpeAacle, delightfiilfrom itt aoveky, and 

iitioni of the Perfian wnters, ^$ tKat wKifh {jippofet 
the nightiBgale to be violent]/ eniunoiu^d ^atk th^ 
rofe. 
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amufitig from the variety of its fcene6« 
This city, which fo fliort a time fmce as 
the Subaihfliijp of Goffim Ally Cawa, con- 
fiftcd of QothiDg more than a mean fort, 
and a few furrounctiog huts, now fees rows 
of magaificeot palaces, adorned by all the 
beaaties of architedure, firetchibg along 
the banks of this favoured Mouth of the 
Ganges, to the diftaqce of feveral miles. 
The extent, and grandeur, of the fortrefs, 
have tievcr failed to imprefs the Afiiitic 
beholder with fentiments of awe, and ad- 
miration; but all the defcriptions we have 
recen^ed tended rather to give an idea of 
ks ftrength,.than beauty':, it is pre-eminent 
in boib; and when the eye furveys, even 
•but a part cf this grand and mauy llruo- 
lur e, taking in, at the fame glance, a view 
4bi the elegant buildings of tl^e town, fepa* 
fated from each other by gardens, rich in 
vegetable beauty, the filver current of the 
liver, as it is partially feen^ gliding be- 
tween the Ihips of every colour, ihape, and 
nation, which here wave their various 
^reamers on its bofem; it is impoffible 
for imagiitiaiioQ ta conceive a fight more 
tharming. Add to this, the variety to be 
fcen in the ftreets, where you behold a 
concourfe of people, whofe drefs, coni- 
.{dezion, religiop, and manners, all differ 
widely from each other : and whofe num- 
bers aro fo nearly equalled, that it is im- 
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poflible to fay who is the ftraiiger. ^A^ 
appear lo be at borne. Here the hply 
Fakcer, with no other drefs than a piece 
of muflia wrapped round ^is lean, and 
fhriyellcd limbs, walks with folded arms, 
ruminating on fome paflage of the holy 
Shatter, and driving, by penance aqd mor- 
tificatioD, to ^cilitate the moment of ab* 
forptiofl and unchanging Wife- There the 
turbaned flfuffulman, from the top of an 
adjoining minorat, adjures the fpllowers of 
Mahomet to attend the hours of devotion 
in the boJv Mofque; while the ftately Ar- 
menian, the money changing Jew, and the 
no lefe money-loving Engliihman, mingle 
on the beach ; too intent on their aflFairsf 
of traffic, to Jiften to any voice fave that 
wMch calls to the temple of Lacihmi*^ r 
European chariots, various in their fprm^ 
and elegant in theii^ flruflure, drawn by 
IV? v^^^^^^ in filver ftudded harjaefs, 
giioe like meteors along the ftreets ; pat 
Mg> lu their career,. ;ihe country hackery % 
ipe heavy loaded camel, and even the 
t»r? ' but unwieldy, elephant,, who 
thfl%^^ ^'^ ^^^^^ probofcis, wonders at 
"^floife ajid buftle which furrounds him. 
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Shall Ignorance be for ever leading 
me into error ? And fhall experience never 
be able to defend me againft the dangers 
of mifconception, and miflake? I this 
morning accompanied Captain Grey into 
the country, in an open vehicle called a 
Buggy, drawn by one horfe, which he 
himfelf drove. It was .the firft opportu- 
nity we had for converfatipn, fince the 
Govemor^s notch ; and he was anxious to 
know my opinion of it. ' What do you 
think of the ladies/ cried he; * did you 
not think fome of them very beautiful r' 
I anfwcred, ' that as to beauty, I mull 
Gonfefs, I thought the ladies had but a 
flender ftiare in every refpeft, htowt only 
excepted, compaTed to that which adorn- 
ed the dancing g;irls; they, indeed, were 
beautiful !' ' 'Tis them I mean,' returned 
he; * you do not think L could expeft 
you to. admire the old painted witches, to 

whom introduced your' * I could 

never have thought of giving the appella- 
tion of ladies to dancing girls,' returned 
I, gravely. * Danciog girls I' repeated 
he, burfting into a. fit of laughter, * -Why 
the ladies, whom you faw dance, were, 
many of them^ married lad es, of rank 
and dillindibn; the lovely Mrs. * * *,. 
^nd her ftill more lovely lifter, were of 
the number.' * Is it poflible,' cried I, 
*^ that men of rank can bafely contami- 
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Date their honour, by fufiering their wives 
aod daughters to ftoop to the degrading 
employment of dancers to the G. G— % 
* Why/ returned Grey, almoft fuifocated 
with laughter, * do vou imagine they 
danced topleafe him?^ * Whomlhoula 
you all dance to pleafe, but him/ rejoined 
i, peeviftily, a little piqued by the ex- 
cefs of his mirth. * Forgive me,, dear 
Zaarmilla/ returned my cpmpanion ; * I 
confeik nothing could be more natural 
than your miftake : I certainly ought to 
. have informed you, that dancing is a fa- 
vourite amuf^ment in Europe ; it forms 
part of the education of both fexes, and to 
dance gracefully, is an accompliihment 
on which women are taught to fet a v^ry 
high value; nor is it without realbn thsit 
it is thus edeemed, for nothing fets off tUe 
charms of a fine woman to greater advan- 
tage. * Did you not remark the young 
lady in the blue and filver ?' continued he* 
' The elegance of her figure, the gracefiil- 
nefsofallner motions, the animation th^t 
fparkled in her eye, and the.fenfibility that 
glowed in her countenance* Never ^id-** 
but here a fudden ftop was put to ^e ha- 
raugue: in the vehemience of his difprip- 
tion, my friend had negle£ted the maQage- 
ment of the reins ; the wheels pf the car- 
riage were intercepted by the ftump of a 
decayed tree, and the horf^^ impatient of 
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rhe*iaterruption, begun to fret, aad realty 
till the love pierced charioteer, applying 
hifi wJl^ip tq the unfortunate aDJaial, forced 
him to mal^ea fi9ddei> fpriog, "which at 
oace extricated hiQi ffom cooinemeot, 
and broke the cjirriage to pieces. We 
werp both thro^^n tQ a cpnuderable dif- 
tance, and though neither oi us received 
any material injury, we were fufficiendv 
bruifed to iqak;e us remember fie lady in the 
blue an^p^otr for fome days to com^. 

It k qpoQ thpfe fubje£is which pait'icii- 
larly excite my curiofity, that I Sod 4c 
moft difl^ctdt to prpcure inferma»OQ. 
Qapt^n Grey, who is always willing to 
dbljitt me, when \ call upon him for ia« 
^ruaiop, is naturally of fofilenta4ifpcdi. 
don, that \ fear ip trouble him by a inulti- 
pBcity <3f qjicftio^s. When, liappily, he, 
i>f fai^ Qwn acqord, engages in co&verlktioo, 
he a|]^ars toppffeis a mind, earidbed, ^ 
theorejpf'(gpow)e^ge; adorned by d)e gem 
of tafte; and enlightened by i^ift^dy 
torch of intellefi. 

The war, in which bis nation is at pre- 
fent engaged, is a fubje6i he feems particu- 
larly afiiduous to avoid: for^ alasf my 
friend, it mud be confefTed to thee, that 
thefe Chriftiabs do not always, as I hav^ 
hitherto fuppofed, carry arms Qnlytoxt-^ 
drefs the wrongs of the injured, to afcrt 
the caufe of the opprefled, or to4defiid 



tbemfeWes frcxm the invaders of theirx^oTOL- 
try;-— they aiSuaily ,make vfzxupon one ana- 
therf 

I have, 10 vain, fought in their Shatter 
for feme precept that might give a fan£lioQ 
to this cttftom, for fdme incident, in the 
life of their great . Teacher, that might af. 
ford a precedent for human butchery. 
But, no. . Whether I turn to.the life and 
couverfation of the Founder, or to the 
precepts and example of, his firft fol- 
lowers, I find but one fpirit — the foirit of 
peace, of love, the meeknefs.of cnarity, 
and the magnanimity of forgivenefs. How 
then, cpmes War ? that fcourge of man- 
kind! nurfeof guilt! and parent ofdefo- 
latipn ! How comes it to be pi*a£lifed by 
the profeflbrs of a rjeligion, which pro* 
cLalmed/ peace on earth, and gpod-will 
toward the children of men?* I coofefs 
that this queftion has greatly puzzled me; 
.and I can folve it in no other way, than by 
fuppofing that the Chriftian Shatter, pre- 
fented me by Percy, is not complete : and 
that an additional revelation hath, in after 
times been afforded to thefe Chriilians^: 
in which fuppleraent^o the Gofpels, it is 
ordained, that when a faificient number of 
Ghriftian men are united together, to form 
an army, a brigade, or any other military 
diviiion ; and are dreifed in a pailicular 
colour,, blue or fcarlety or a mixture of 
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both, they fliall bfe Kcenfed to commit: 
murder, at the command, and by the air- 
thority of their .zelighus fuperiors (provi- 
ded they are in the regular receipt oKpay 
for fo doing) ; and that all the ilaughtel*, 
bloodfhed, and devailation fo committed 
upon their Chriftian brethren (for whofe 
falvation they believe a Saviour to have 
defcended from above, and in \yhofe fo- 
ciety they hope to live for. ever in the 
Kingdom of Heaven) Ihall no longer be 
termed. Murder ; but Glory ! 
' • By M^hom was conftrufled that jewel 
of a word, that monofyllable^ friend * ?' 
Praife to Veelhnu, for the letter I have 
uft received from thee. It was brought 
y the Dauk . from Benares, and its pre- 
fcnce refrefhes my foul. 

Your apprchenfions of . the inconveni- 
ences to which you think I muft be fub- 
jefted, among thefe Chriftians, are with- 
out foundation. It is true, I meet with 
many things'that would greatly ftiock me, 
did I not confider, that that variety of 
manners, as well as of fentiments, which 
is pleafing to the fuperior divinities, ought 
not to be difpleafing to us. I ypverthelefs 
cannot be eafily reconciled to that cuftom 
of devouring the fleih of fo many inno- 
cent, and unoffending animals, whofe lives 

• Heetop^e*. » 
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are daily lacrifioed, lb order to prorare a 
flioft-lived, «3d inelegant eojoyment^ to 
the vitiated palates of thefe voloptuaiies. 
The iajqftice done to thefe animals^ is, 
however, zmjAy reveo^, 1^ the quali- 
ties of the liquofs, which it is the cwooi 
to fwallo w at the oonclti^oii of dbefe cruel 
feafts ; and which^ wha taken in great 
quantities, feldom finis to perv^ert the fim* 
fes, and reduce the sealbn to the temppravy 
level with the vi^^ims of their ^uttopv* 

In regard to the ceremonies of the QiriC- 
lian religioQ, of whidi you want to be 
inJormed, I am fonry I cannot fatisfy your 
enriofity. Were I ^inacquamted vnnk the 
• necuKar precepts of ibeir ^afier^ I ftioald 
be furprifed at the iiitle appearance of de- 
votion that is to be obferved among them r 
but luiowiag that it is ezprefsly command- 
ed liitm to ' pray in fecret, and not ap- 
pear uoto men to fiift/ my wcmderis 
changed into admiration at the ftri^toefe 
and pun duality with whieh they aldhere to 
the precept ! The fame fecrecy is» in- 
deed, enjoioed them with regard to their 
ads of charity, but it muft be confefied 
that« in Ais particular, they are not quite 
fo fcropulous. ' ^ 

i yefterday accompanied Captaiii^i'ey 
io a hall, called a coSee-houfe, where it 
is the cuftom for gentlemen to meet and 
conveifeon bufinefs, or politics. Wcuu 

\ 
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fooner wtercd, than f ^bferved the eyes 
of my coir^pnicm to $x upo& a young man 
of ^boqt feVeitteefi ot eighteen year3^ who 
{at V3L a corner of the room, apparently re- 
tiring froqi denervation. Melancholy and. 
deje^ion \rere painted on a countenance, 
iivhich the h.&nd of nature had eodowed 
with man}v l>eaqty* The meannefs of his* 
4ttire proclaimed h>Bi to be no favourite 
^f Lackfixmi *, but his air ieemi^d fuitcd 
to a better garb. Captain Grey took up 
a printed paper, which lay b^fpr,e him, but 
his eyes were freauendy turned toward thp • 
jQpth, and his 9imd appeared abforbed in 
ieflle<^ion. A perfon at lenjgth entered, 
who a,ddrel!]ed the yoi^ o^ai^, by th.ft 
n^me of Morton. * Morjo^-P rcM^ted 
Grey, fpringfn^ toward th^ jQnfpy his 
eyes gKftening with pleafure, and his pign« 
}y cojantenance animated by the ^low 
which warmed his bofom, * Morton,* re- 
peated he, * was the name oi my firft 
friend, viy worthy tutor ; and every fear 
ture tells me, that you, fir, muft be his 
fon^ *The reverend Mr- Morton, of 

• ■ > was mv lather,* retufocd the 

young man. *Tnen you are the fon 
of my old friend,* cried Grey, taking the 
young man by the hand; and you muft 
look on me as a brother r but this is no 

^ The GoddcA of Foitune. 
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place^^ cdntiuued he^ * to- have all my 
queftioQS anfwered; jrou muft come home 
with me, and let me hear every particular 
refpeding the iituation of your family, 
and efpecially that of your worthy father, 
who, I hope, is yet alive?' Alast No;' 
returned Morton : * it pleafed Heaven ta 
take him from us upwards of ten months 
aga' The tear of filial fenfifaility, which 
trembled in the eye of Mof ton, appeared, 
X to be infedious ; my friend Grey feemed 
afraid of it ; and taking the young man by 
.the arm, he inilantly led him to the houfe 
that is now our home. 

On our arrival there, he engaged' the 
young man to give him a recital of all 
that had befallen hisTamily^ fince the pe-: 
xiod in which be had been under the tui- 
tion of his &iher. The relation wa^ fhort^ 
and fimple. 

His father, who it feems u^as a prieft of 
the order of Curates (for fo, at my requeft, 
he wrote the word) had, in bis pld age, 
been alfailed by difeaie, and ^i(5led by 
poverty; death, at length,. came to his 
releafe, and fent him to obtain the reward 
of virtue in the region of felicity. 
. The young man, after this eve.nt, prq- 
pofed tQ vifit India ; hoping that in a re- 
gion, which fince the foundation of the 
world has been pouring out her'treafures 
to enrich the various countries of the 
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earthy he might acquire a competence for . 
the fupport of bis mother and fillers^ 
With the reluflance of a fond parentju 
firuggling between the didates of pru- 
dence, and the yearnings of aSedion, his 
mother at length yielded to his entreaty. 
She was the fooner induced to do fo, from 
the confideraiion of the many affluent re- 
lations ftie had in the capital ; all oiT 
whom, file fondly hoped, would drain 
every nerve to promote the jrfTereft of 
her fon. To all thcfe affluent relations, 
fhe WTOte in his behalf, requefting from 
them letters of introduflion to Ibme of 
the great Chiefs in India, and having prc- 
fcnted him with thefe harbingers of fu- 
ture fortune, Ihe fuffered him to depart, 
loaded with maternal blefflngs. On his 
arrival at ^he capital, which they call Lon- . 
don, he did not fail to vifit ihofe reU- 
tions on whom depended his profpefts, c^ 
future felicity. 

• Some of them, having been under pe- 
culiar obligations to his father, would, he 
doubted not, rejoice in this opportunity of 
difcharging their debt^of gratitude ; but it 
unfortuiiately happened, that he never 
could find any of them at home. 

After repeated difappointments, he wrote 
to each of them, enclpfing his mother's 
letteraf to them ; and after many days of 
anxious foHcitude, he received the anfwers 
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of thoie pa whom his hopes had been prin-i^. 
cipally placed. T\ity all grieved at not 
haviog it in their power to ferve hia> : 
they coold not but be forry, eztreoiely 
fi>rry, that he had fet out in tbenotoft un- 
lucky moment poflible ; far one had juft 
procured an appointmeat for the Ton ot hi^ 
tavlor, and could not a^ain ti^uble his 
friends in power with a fimilaj: appliqatiqn* 
Another nad lately made it a point aever 
to folicit any thing, for any peifon out of 
bis own &mily. A third> h^d given up^ 
fome years ago, all correfpondence with 
India ; and a fburtR hi^d niade a recent 
vaw» never to plague hU frieii^da wltli. let- 
ters of introdudibp. MprtSed and dil^ 
Eirited, with thefe various diHappoQ^tments* 
e was on the poipj of giving upihe pu^ 
fuity when hia landilady, who Md fonnerlx 
Uved in hk £tther*s parifl;!^ in^>nne4 hinn 
that her daughter's hufband badafueod^ 
who was intinaatdy aiccjuainted with a 
butcher, who bad a vote in a borough* of 
which one of the DJreftors of the <:orn- 
pany of Merchants, who have becongie the 
Sovereign^ of (b great a part of India, was. 
the reprefentative : by thjb tr^in of intiereft 
fhe hoped to do fomcthing for him. (The 
good woman's hopes, and honed ei^dea- 
vouFs were not fruftrated-) Thro^gh the 
friend of her daughter's hqiband, (he pro- 
cured for him an mtrodudion to the flayer 
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of cattle, who prevailed with the DireAor, 
to favour the ctnate's Ion with a letter of 
introdu£tion to one of the ]^Dglifh Cbids 
at this places and, at the fame time, save 
him an order for his paflagein one of the 
Company^s fliips. 

His fufieringsonthe voyage were many^ 
but his ardour was invincible. Immediate- 
ly on his arrival at Calcutta, he prefented- 
toe letter, on which was founded all his 
fjtxitc hopes ; but, atlas ! what was his 
mortification, on being told by the great 
jnan to whom it was addreiled, that it was 
only one of a hundred applications of the 
fame kind, the twentieth part of Which it 
was utterly impoiiible f<^him to tttend 
$o! 

In a land of ftrangers, without friends, 
und without bnead, too modeft to Iblicit, 
.and ux) proud to bear the harflinefsof re* 
pulfe, without feeling its indignity, is it 
to be wondeped that he was reduced to 
^defpondency ? 

It was at this period, in the moment of 
' ^eje^ion and defpaif that he was difco^ 
vered by the worthy friend of Percy, in 
whom he has, indeed, found a brother. 

This incident fcems to have entirely ba- 

nifhed that £lence and neferve, which I 

jiave hitherto coniidered as natural to the 

temper of my friend. Roufed by the ar. 

^our offriendlhip, hccxcrtcd, m irs caufe. 
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all his eloquence and adiyity : and/in two 
days, procured for the young, man an ap- 
pointment, which will foon enable him to 
return the obligations be ewes to parental 
tendernefs, with the fubftantial proofs q£ 
filial affedion. 

I have for fome days laboured under an 
. indifpofition, which has kept me from go- 
ing abroad. The moft morcifying circum- 
ilance attending my couiinement, is the 
deprivation of the plealure I promifed my- 
felf, in accompanying Grey to the houfes 
of fome noble Saibs, where numbers of 
Bibbies were affembled. By the account^ 
I rec/gived from him, on his return from 
thefe parties, I could eafily perceive that 
the remembrance of the bruifes, we re- ' 
ceived in our^all,. had not been able to 
give him any antipathy to the lady in the 
diue andjilver. As onen as he was difap- 
pointed m his expedations of feeing hec 
at any of thofe feafts, the difappointment 
was yifible in his countenance, and he cut 
Ihort all enquiries, by declaring, that the 
viiit had been very jiupid. But if the 
evening was fpent in her prefence, hilarity 
fmiled in every feature, and joyfiilneis 
beamed from his eyelids. 

I longed to fee a female, capable df 
making lb dee^ an impreffion, on a mind 
fo folid ; and as foon as I was able to go 
abroad, I accepted, with eagernefs, anin* 



vitation to the houfe of a friend, ivhem 
ihe, and many other ladies, were expeded 
to fpend the evening. Captain Grey bad, 
in. his impatience, ordered our Pallenkeens 
at fo early an hour, that we w^re at his 
friend's houfe long before any other gueft 
appeared. The ladies, at length, came ! 
and I recognized the features of feveral 
lA^hom I had feen at the notch ; but me- 
thought they appeared more roodeft, as 
-well as more beautiful, than when 1 mif- 
took them for dancing girls, fo much is our 
•opinion under the dominion of our ima- 
gination. I was now eager to liften to their 
^ifcourfe, and delighted in the expeftation 
of healing words of wifdom proceeding 
irom th^ npsof beauty- Wife might be 
the words they iittCTed, and truly edifying 
their convarlation; but, unhappily for me, 
1 was too ignbractof'the topics they diC- 
•culf^eSd, to /eceive much benefit. , 

Two ladies who had jufl arrived from 
England, engroffed the gfeateft Ihare of 
the difcourfe : innumerable queftions were 
put to their^ which they anfwered with 
great quid He's and /volubility. In the 
courfe of their converfation, frequent men- 
tion was made of public -^/aces ; by which 
I underftand inflitutions, imiilai to thofe 
formerly eflabiifhed at Atheh3, where the 
renowned Socrates, Plato, Zenp, &c, ini- 
dated their difcipks in the myfteries of 
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wifdom ixm] jdiilofophy: whatever ^re the 
fciences taogbt at thofe modera femmaries 
of tafte and fearoiag, the inmds of thele 
ladies feeraed to have acquired the moft 
;}ivdy reliih foe them; aod die name 
of y eHris * (who t uke to be one of the 
principal of their iaftra6iot9) was never 
mentioned without the epithet of delight^ 
&1 ! charming t divine i 

It is not farpn£ng, that to thefe fe- 
males, fo well mftru^ed, §6 learned, an4 
fedate, fhould be entrufted the mdl im- 
portant coQcems of the ftate. Such an 
one's having iad an affair with a certain 
great man, was frequently mentioned : but 
fo great was the modefty of thefe ladies, 
that not one of them ever hinted at having 
had an affair vdtb any great man herfeU. 

While I was employed in liftening to 
this converfation, my friend Grey wa0 
too much occupied with the young lady, 
\yhole charms had captivated bis heart, to 
pay attention to any other ob^6i. In cob- 
verfing with her; he feemed infpired with 
unufual eloquence; and I was happy to 
perceive that the fair maiden appeared 
not infenfible to his attention ; but fmiled 
upon him with angeUlike fweetnefs and 
complacency, 

♦ A celebrated Opera Dancer. 
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* I have already obferved to y6u, that no* 
thing can be more awkward, and ungrace* 
fill, than the drefs ofthcfe females ; their 
robes infiead of falling in eafy and grace- ' 
-fbl folds around their limbs, are extended 
on htige frames, made of bamboo, or 
fome fimilar material, and gives to their 
figure ^'cry much the Ihape of a Moor 
Ptittky*, The only ufcflil ornament 
they iave, is aChouryf, which, inftead 
<tf being (toned in the hands of their at- 
tendant, is ftuck in the heads of the la- 
cfics, where by ' the continual motion, it 
is of great utility in dri\ang oflF the flies, 
^wWch are bene much more troubfefome 
and t)flfenfive than in Kqttaher, 

After fome time was fpent in converfa- 
tion, many of the company fat down to 
cardsi that which Sheerftiaal ignotantly' 
^onounced afpecies ofworfi^ip ; being, in * 
Teatlhy, no other than an amufement, in-^ 
vented by the Europeans, as chefs was by 
•our anceftors, for the jpaftime of the rich, 
and jdle. Judge then, what-4egree of 
credit is due to the reprefentattons of that ' 
arrogant Bramin, when be alTerts^ that 
many of the females of the Weft, niake 
this paftime the chief bufinefe of their ex- 
iftence, facrificing toitthedutiesthey owe' 

* A country vefTel of a peculiar conftruAion* ufed 

tot ike conveyance of-cotion and other bulky articles. 

t Ar bunck of feathers ufed to drive away the flie^. 

Vol. I. I 
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tofociety, as wives, as moibers, as m- 
tipnal and iutelligent crca'tiireis'. Bafe flan- . 
d^rer 1 how litde doth he know of die la- 
dies of England! 

I have omitted no opportunitj^ of pro- 
curing from thQ young friend of Captaia . 
Grey, fome degi:ee of information. refpeii- 
iqg the order of the Priefthood, to which 
his father belonged. . TJiefe Priefts, when 
Ipoken of coUe&ively are called the 
Church ; and have the pmcedence of the , 
Sovereign, as may be inferred from the 
ufual mode of xxprcflion. Church and , 
King. ^ . . ' 

From the coi;iverf^tipn of Morton and. 
his friend, I am convinced that. to preferv;e . 
the priminve purity of their religion, is 
the firft'Obje£l of attention t|^ the iEngliflt , 
Governmenti To afcert^ the virtues 
of thofe who arc .devotjed to the facred 
funfiion, they arje . deftined itb undei^o . 
trialsofno common kind. Worldly riches 
and honours aje held out, iK>t as rewards^ 
to virtue; but rather as ^leans of provipg 
the degree of .pride, venality, hypofrify, 
meannels, &c..of the individuals; and as. 
they are carefully withheld from all, who.' 
havenot given unequivocal proofe of fonie 
of tbi^flfualifipations, menof modeft vir- 
tue, atid rigid integrity, run no rifk of 
being fpoilfed by the pomps and vanities of 
this wick,ecl,v*?o;!a» 
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By thefe humble, apd lowly men, are 
p4erformed all the oiollfacred, aud impor- 
tant, duties of their fuiK^ioQ. Thele in- 
ftruft the ignorant, comfort the aiRi6ted, 
vifix the fick. It is the prayers of thefe, 
which afcend to the throne of the Eternal; 
and it is thefe, likewife, who from their 
flender ftore, impart relief to the children 
: of indigence. 

Such were the duties per&i^med by Ae 
- father of ]Vtr. Mprtoo, who, s^ccording to 
Grey, adckdto the vii^tdes ol: a Ghriftian 
:. Pweft, the l^rftraiag of a trae pbiiofopher. 
^ Tbis^^exceltem man wt^ never, molefted by 
-tbe^ffer of wha^t is called ^^fr»?j^«/, but 
WW permitted to cucn ki$ fi^peb;iof tftknts 
^ aad vlFtues iA. 9k ftate o£p(!>vecty, m^^l to 
\ tbatof tiiefifflieacbeF8Qf<2hiri(^£^y» 

Thus is the parity t>f the Prieftte^od 
• ^(erv«ed. The.leaft worthy bf 'mixmm" 
fee w are provided for in iidft world.; apd 
. tiipfe^ whofe labours have been truly h«oe- 
fiqi^l to aiankindy who have difiuied know- 
ledge hy their writings ; iofpired the ^ve 
qi yifftue, by their prec^e^tis ; aod taught 
the..pra£tice of it, by their exajaE^ple, are, 
petroiitted to look Jbr their tewiard in the 
worn to come! 

\^ III this wofld»^faj?6the pbilo&>pher, 
* the wealthy are every one, every where, 
and at all times powerful. Riches being 
the foundation of preferment, and an intra- 

l2 
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duftion to the favour of the Prince*/ It 
is likewife, here^ a neceifary iiitfodudioa 
to the favour of the ladies. , 

My poor friend Grey returned this 
morning frona the houfe, which is the refi- 
. dence of his charmer, in a fiate c^ inde* 
fcribahle agitation. Vexation, difpleafure, 
and difappointment, were written in fucb 
legible cnara£iers on his countenance, that^ 
they could neither be concealed, normif- 
taken. I ibon difcovered that his uneafi- 
nefs bad arifen from that fex, whc^e fickle- 
nefs, and infidelity, have been the theme 
of the fatirift of a tnoufand generations. 

We are told, by the fages, * thaVwo- 
men have been at all times inconjftant,^ve]i 
amcng the celeftials; and tliat the fequrity 
for their virtue^ is neither a precife beha- 
viour, nor a modeft countenanecj but de- 
pends folely on the want of fuitors*.* 
Tbefe are words of gall, flowing from the 
heart of the difajpftointed ! It was* not, 
ho\iucver, on the ncklenefs of the fe:2ti^^that 
my ^friend poured foi^th the inve£li1^« of 
his wrath ; it was updMi their avarice^ and 
ambition. .V'' 

Had I given credit to his aflfertipns, I 
jQiould have coniidered all the youBgiBib- 
bies of Calcutta, as votariesdf Lackfhii^i ^: 
- . . ' ycfj 

'^ See Hectopadef . J 

t TheQoddefs ofRiches.^ 
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andtbftf, wkb tbem, ' BoiRaa is hand* 
fome, inoTC ugly> none vktuous, valiaat, 
or wifei but as. he is rich! 

Tbe ftuiks of the lady in ihc biqe and 
-filver, whici gladdened the heart of my 
friend, were not beftowed upon him,' but 
^uport tbe fortune, which, by the mifchiev- 
ousfoUy of young Cooper*, ihe was led to 
imagine he poffeffed. Charmed by her 
affability, amd mifled by the coniplaceney 
!with v/bich flie received his attentions, my 
friendraffured himfelf of having a place in 
her heart. His fortune is not large, but 
he imagined U fufficient to preclude every, 
inconvenience; and indulged himfelf, in 
forming the moft enchanting pidure of 
domejlic felicity. He went out this morn- 
ing, with an intention of imparting his 
fchcme of happinefs to her, on whofe ap* 
probation it was to depend. He was cha- 
grined, at healing ftie was not at home : 
but was met at the gate, by the mafter of 
the hoUfe, who is brother-in-law to the 
lady, and who politely entreated Jhim to 
return. How great was his furprife, on 
entering the apartment, to which he was 
led by the gentleman, to fee the fair objeft 
of his paffion, featcd befide a rich civilian, 
to whom fortune has made amends for the 
iparing boons of nature; and on whom, 
the Jfoung Bibby -fmiled with the fweeteft 
ComplaceQcy- Poor Grey, ftunned by 
I 3 
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this appearance, wasyet more embarrafled 
by the diftaot coldneis with which ihe re« 
turned his fatutatioDS. He did notloog 
remain in a fituaticHi fo cruelly mortifying, 
but calling a look of contempt on his mif- 
trcfs, haftily withdrew. 

He was met, in the anti-chamber, by 
young Cooper, who, reading in the coun- 
tenance of the rejded lover all that had 
pafied, burft into a loud laugh. * So, ihe 
has difcovered the trick/ cried he, M 
could lay a hundred guineas by the woeful 
length of your countenance, that flie has 
found us out.* Grey, who was in no hu- 
mour to be trifled with, quickly put an 
end to hi& mirth, and forced from him an 
explanation of the circumftances to which 
he alluded. Cooper confeffed to hini, that 
the very evening on which the lady was 
firft introduced to his acquaintance, he had 
mentioned him to her, as the worthy pot 
fcKoT of many lacks. 

Piqued at being thus made the dupe of 
the raifchievous trick of a boy, and the 
fcorn of an ambitious woman, he rails at 
the whole fe^r, without confidering, that 
dtfappointment is, moft frequently, the 
* fruit of the tree of our own planting.' 
He knew not the charadter of this damfet 
— but Ihe was beadtiful ; and he affurc4 
himfelf it mufi be eircellent ! He knew 
not from whom her mind had received the 
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light of ioftruAion — ^but ihe danced gmc^^ 
fully ; and he gave her credit for every ac- 
complifliment. She fmiled upon him-« 
and was it poflible to doubt her difcern- 
ment ? The qualities which alone confti- 
tute the a^Se&ionate wife, the faithful 
friend, the tender mother, were the fpon* 
taneous offspring of his own impaffioned 
fency. Born of ierror, how could they be 
expefted to live to maturity ? 

This affair has given me much pain, on 
account of the wound it has infli£led on 
the feelings of my firiend ; and, for my 
own part, I grieve to find, that thefe lovely 
females of England are not totally free 
frdm impcrfcftion ! 

Having jaft had notice, of an oppfortu* 
nity of.difpatcbing this packet, I haftily 
bring it to a Conclufion. 

May the errors of others teach us wit 
dora, and while the waters of experience 
flow through our hearts, may they fruSify 
and enrich the foil ! The bleffing of thy 
father reft upon thee- 

What can I fay more ? 
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LETTER XI. 

FromtheSANiZito tAc Sams* 

Since l M hcW the itcd that is dedir 
cated to frieodJOiip, my ipul ^5beeQ toffed 
la the wbir^wiad of conSi£liQ|; paflions^. 
Mydefires have; been at vaxknce with 
ourh other* FrieodOxlp calls me to Al* 
mora^ while tlic iofatiable thiril of cuiio- 
£itT) . the love of knowkd^, and of nor 
velty; all unite in prompting me to the 
bazaxdooB undertaking: of ani European 
voyage. 

Full of dangetSy and of difficulties, as 
this ilep may appear to you, no obftacte 
prefents itfelf tp my vi^w, half fo formida- 
ble as thy difapprobatioUi. But why ihould 
a difference of opinion between men of 
ibund principles caufe a breach of friend^ 
ftiip ? * Tkejtalkofthe Lotus may be broken^ 
and the fibres remain conneQed:^ and are 
not the nbres of affedlion, that unite our 
hearts, of a ftrongcr texture ? 

Let not the length of the voyage, on the 
confideration of its dangers, give any un- 
eafinefs to the breaft of my friend ; for 
* what is too great a load for thofe who 
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have flrength ? What is diftance to the 
indefatigable ? What is a foreign country, 
to thofe who have fcience ? Who is a 
ftrangec, to thofe who have the habit of 
ipeaking kindly* ? 

Every thing I have fecn, every thing I 
haveheard, iince I have been in this place» 

' has tended to create doubt, and aggravate 
curiofity. My opinion of the morals and 
manners of Qiriftians, formed upon the 
precepts contained in their Shafler, has 
oecn frequently ftaggered by the obferva- 

^ tion of pra6lices, inconfifienti^withits fim- 

.plicity and the knowledge of adlions, ir- 
reconcilable to the tenor of its precepts. 
It is true, thefe inftances are not univer- 

. fal; and that by far the greater number of 
thofe with whom I conVerfe, are men who, 

. though they have not the words of their 
iShafter often in their mouths, feem to 
have imbibed, a part of its fpirit in their 
hearts. Indeed, the extreme delicacy ob- 
ferved by the Chriftians of this place, !a 
regard to theexpreflion of religious fenti- 

. ment, is fo univerfal, that I do not won- 
der that to fuch 4 fuperficial obfervcr as 
Shecrmaal, it fiiould have appeared doubt- 
lul whether they really had any religion at 
all. 

* See Heetopades, page Q). 
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This amiabk mbdefty, which no doubt, 
originates in that refpefl fot the opinioDS 
of their Muf}ulman, and Hindoo friends, 
which renders them anicious hot to bun 
their feeling by an oppoiition of fentimeiit, 

' is carried to fiich a lengtb, fbat they, "who 
generoufly extol the wifdom of Zoroafter, 
the morality *df tbe "Kroan, and the fubfi- 
mity of the veiia, make no more mention 

, of the energetic elocjuence of Piul, or tbe 

[ beautiful fimplicity of the GoFbcIs, than if 

. they were aftuaUy ignorant of boti ! 

But to setum to tbe more immediate 
Tubjeia of thi« letter. 1 have not dtrte^- 
niiHed on the important ftep latn about 
to take, without weighing: welt JiU the ar- 
Ifuments lyhicb. I thought you could ad- 

. 5uce ^aihft it.. / 

TThe lofs oFCaft^. which to you appcats 
fo formidable, bas, J confeft, to me loft 
many of its terrors. I, have made it the 
endeavour of ray life, io aS in the manner 
that to me appeared moft tonformable to 
tbe will of the omnifcient Spirit, theeter- 

' nal Brahma, and ' he^ faith Krifhna / he 
is myjcrvanty Ke h dmr ia mCy 'U/ho is free 
Jrom enmity ; rmrciful ; anS exempt from 

' pridty and Jelfjhnefs : who is fht fame m 
pain and in pleafure ; patient of wrongs ; 
cmte»ted, andwhofe mind is fixed on me alone^? 

t t'ee Bhagvat Geeu. 



Cao this Being, wfaofe ammatuig iphttt 
is fpread abroad over the whole univerfe i- 
can he behold with4ifpleafore» the attempt 
of aiiyof bis CTeaturp, to explore the va» 
tied forms of being which partake of h\A 
efleoce? Doth not this AliTpervading;; 
Life'^iving-foul of univer£il natore^.refido 
in the jHcrciog regions of the norths as 
«^eU as inthofe wbieh are &v0ured with 
the fmiles ofSurraya ? And, doth not the 
kfiowtedge of the tiuth esaitthe children 
^f Brahma more than the defcent «f i 
tfaoofaDd Avators ? 

Let then Maaiadaara reft afliired, that 
in quitting, for a feafoti, the favoured land 
of Hindoftan, Zaarmilla doth nothing con- 
trary to the fpirit of our religion : and as 
for the ccnfurcsof the bigotted, and illibe- 
ral, I regard them not. * He,' faith the 
Prince of Goverdhan, * is my beloved, of 
whom mankind is not afraid, and who is 
not afraid of majakind : who is unfolicitons 
about evenjsi' and to whom praife and 
blame are^s-os^.' 

But, in truth, m)m the Bramins I have 
little to ajiprebend. I have given orders, 
that the gifKs I h^ve fo liberally beftowed, 
may be continued ; fo that the accuftomary 
Poojah may be regularly performed in my 
abfeace; and I have lent them fuch reafons 

* See Mahhabbftrat. 



( i8o ) . 

for my departure, as I make no cbiibt^ 
will per&^Iy&tisfy them* . 

It is thou Maaadaara, it is tbou> that art 
entrafted with the hope of ^aarmiUa^s 
heart. My fon ! the tender pledge of the 
love of Piymaveda, I confide to thy care: 
my confidence is in thy virtue,.and in the 
tender afie&ion of my fifter. I was a far- 
ther to her tender rears, ihall flxevHot be a 
mother to thofe or mv child? / 
' May the ruler of tne Devas keep thee 
frodi evil 1 May Vrebefhpatce watch over 
thy dwelling, and the bountiful Lackihnu 
toad thee with her bleifings. 

What can I fay more i 
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